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Dear All 

  

We have had a busy week building up to Christmas. In brief we sent 

out 91 parcels, we had 75 volunteer slots taken up, the schools 

breakfast initiative led by Sue Norris is gathering pace. Lynn has 

managed to raise over £9000 for the Christmas parcels which will be 

packed in mid-December. The Larder at Ashley Hub (within the 

Ashley Baptist Church car park) will start on December 8 0930-1130 

and this is a joint initiative with Fareshare.  Full details are on our 

website, but this is a subscription model and is a step away from the 

Foodbank for our clients offering them where appropriate an 

opportunity to become more independent and reduce reliance on 

the Foodbank. As a community led project, the Larder offers those 

on low income a low-cost food shopping option. It has proved a very 

successful model in Redbridge and Totton.  

 

As part of the “back to work scheme” Hilary Tudor has arranged for 

our first work placement candidate from the Jobcentre to start as a 

volunteer in early January. We will be open every working day over 

the Christmas period except the Bank Holidays and we will close at 

1200 on both Christmas and New Year’s Eve, we expect to be very 

busy in the run up to Christmas but quieter over the actual 

Christmas period as our referral agencies will be closed. 

 

Lisa Knott who is one of our regular volunteers has started to 

follow up with some of our regular clients and referral agencies 

to make sure we are getting the right help/referral points to our 

clients.  We will never turn away clients and we don’t limit clients 

to a specified number of parcels, but we all know we are a 

“temporary solution” not a permanent fixture in someone’s life.  

 

Due to the number of new volunteers who have signed up 

recently and the time it takes to train them all on the system 

within the Foodbank we are still processing new volunteer 

enquiries, but realistically you will not be called for a rota until 

the New Year. We are so grateful to have such a large and 

experienced volunteer base to call upon and I am sure you all 

appreciate that we have to manage this carefully to make sure we run the Foodbank as efficiently as 

possible with the limited amount of people we are allowed to have on site. 

 

Christmas items coming in thick 

and fast! 

Generous weekly donations from 

Cook in Lymington 
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We have had wonderful donations in the last 2 weeks and I 

would like to thank the New Milton Resident Association who 

wrapped suitable Christmas presents for children up to the age 

of 11. This took an enormous amount of time for Sue Larking, 

Angela Jackson and her team and we are so grateful. 

Mornington Court in New Milton, which is specialist new care 

home due to open in early 2021, have loaned us one of their 

mini buses for every day in December which will be put to good 

use delivering Reverse Advent Calendar hampers. David da 

Cunha has worked very closely with St Vincent de St Paul to 

make sure we can give out Waterstones book tokens to the 

appropriate children in the parcels we put together in 

December. This is an ongoing collaboration which has been a 

terrific support to the Foodbank over many years. 

 

As always, I am available for any questions or concerns by 

email oliver.stanley@basicsbank.org.uk.  

Yours ever 

 

 

 

Oli Stanley 

Chairman, New Forest Basics Bank 
 

 

 

Donations being maintained at a good 

rate. 

Fresh produce makes all the 

difference. 
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