St Marks Church
Pennington
To love, to serve, to give to all – in Jesus’ Name
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Minimum Price – 50p
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FROM THE PULPIT
What do we talk about most in England? Well, if we didn’t have the
weather to talk about, life could be very quiet at times! Yet, our
weather is remarkably stable and we can be grateful we do not
experience the violent hurricanes which rip through the Caribbean.
It seems more locally even Denmark has more varied weather than
our own, as it gets the Western frontal system bringing wet and
humid weather from the UK, but also is blustered by the Eastern winds from Siberia,
bringing cold weather in the winter - as well as hot sunny days in summer.
While the Danes also talk a lot about weather, their attitude is far more welcoming of
the daily changes and extremes of climate than tends to be heard in our country. Why
do the Danes welcome their unpredictable weather, while we often long for the ‘old
days’ with ‘real’ summers and snow in winter? The Danes embrace the changes that
come with their climate, rather than just accepting them, or even begrudging them.
We can’t change the weather, and nor can we change many of the other
environmental or outside factors which impinge on our lives. Many people see life with
a ‘cup half full’ approach, while others live with their ‘cup half empty’. And we all have
troubles in our lives. Jesus told us not to ‘worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will
bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today’. (Matthew 6:34). But he
also said that God knows about our needs, whatever they may be. While they may be
material needs, they could also be emotional or physical needs, whatever they are,
God knows exactly how we are feeling and what is happening to us, and He CARES
about us. If we bring our troubles to Him, rather than denying them or trying to handle
them on our own, He will provide for us. We may need to look beyond our own
expectations to see how God is working in our lives, but much as the Danes handle the
extremes of winter weather by dressing appropriately, and making life cosy indoors.
Thus we can look to how we live through our troubles by drawing on God’s strength
and His provision – very often found through the love and care of others, as well as
provision of our needs in some way.
Often this is good neighbourliness, which I have seen in Pennington; it may be through
the Basics Bank, Christians against Poverty, or through the church. Our doors are open
every Sunday morning with coffee preceding our 9.30 am service, and all are welcome.
Let's embrace the life we have been given, and pray for God’s blessings on each one
of us and our community as we share our lives – with all their ups and downs together.
Anne
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CALENDAR
Date

Time Details

Wednesday 1st
Wednesday 1st
Wednesday 1st
Thursday 2nd
Thursday 2nd
Sunday 5th
Sunday 5th
Sunday 5th
Sunday 5th
Wednesday 8th
Wednesday 8th
Wednesday 8th
Thursday 9th
Thursday 9th
Sunday 12th
Sunday 12th
Sunday 12th
Monday 13th
Monday 13th
Tuesday 140h
Wednesday 15th
Wednesday 15th
Sunday 19th
Sunday 19th
Sunday 19th
Sunday 19th
Monday 20th
Wednesday 22nd
Wednesday 22nd
Wednesday 22nd
Thursday 23rd
Saturday 25th
Sunday 26th
Sunday 26th
Sunday 26th
Sunday 26th
Monday 27th
Monday 27th
Tuesday 280h

10:15
11:30
15:00
10:00
12:30
08:00
08:45
09:30
18:00
10:15
11:30
13:00
15:30
14:30
08:00
08:45
09:30
10:30
14:30
13:30
10:15
11:30
08:00
08:45
09:30
17:30
15:45
10:15
11:30
15:30
--:-11:00
08:00
08:45
09:30
18:00
10:30
19:00
13:30

Coffee Morning and ‘Reflections’, Church Centre
Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips
Holiday at Home meeting
Churchyard working party
Friendship Lunch, Church Centre
Holy Communion (Said, BCP)
Refreshments served between morning services
Family Communion
Evensong, with act of healing
Coffee Morning, Church Centre
Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips
Staff Meeting
Events Committee
Funeral service
Holy Communion (Said, BCP)
Refreshments served between morning services
Family Communion
Staff Meeting
Standing Committee
Strictly Come Crafting, Church Centre
Coffee Morning, Church Centre
Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips
Holy Communion (Said, BCP)
Refreshments served between morning services
Family Communion
Refreshments, followed at 6pm with Evening Worship
Meditation Group
Coffee Morning, Church Centre, with draw club
Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips
Messy Church
Rest home communions
St Marks Wedding Fayre
Holy Communion (Said, BCP)
Refreshments served between morning services
Family Communion
Evensong
Staff Meeting
PCC Meeting
Strictly Come Crafting, Church Centre
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READINGS FOR 9:30AM SERVICES
4th Before Lent
1st January

New Testament
Gospel

1 Corinthians 2 : vv 1 - 12
Matthew 5 : vv 13 - 20

New Testament
Gospel

1 Corinthians 3 : vv 1 - 9
Matthew 5 : vv 21 - 37

New Testament
Gospel

Romans 8 : vv 18 - 25
Matthew 6 : vv 25 to end

New Testament
Gospel

2 Peter 1: vv 16 - end
Matthew 17 : vv 1 - 9

3rd Before Lent
8th January

2nd Before Lent
15th January

Next Before Lent
22nd January

THE RESTORATION OF OUR WALL PAINTINGS

The second phase started on the 9th January with work being done to the
north and south walls. We would like to thank all those people who have made
donations to enable this work to commence and apologise in advance for any
inconvenience that may be caused whilst the work is in progress. We thank
you for your understanding.

5

6

NEW! – REFLECTIONS
Coffee and cake followed by 20 minutes of shared thoughts on the previous
Sunday's Gospel reading (found in your newsheet under 'Today's services').
Join us at 10.15am on the first Wednesday of each month for coffee, followed
by 'Reflections' at 10.30am, at the Church Centre. Cost is 50p each for coffee
and cake. Please speak with Anne Elliott for further details: do come along everyone welcome!

ST MARKS DRAW CLUB
The winning numbers for the recent prize draw were as follows.
Congratulations to our winners!
First
Second
Third
December 507
256
694

CHURCH CENTRE
Mon

Tue

Wed
Thu

09:00 – 10:30
13:45 – 14:45
15:30 – 20:15
09:30 – 10:30
13:30 – 16:00
13:30 – 16:00
18:15 – 19:15
10:15 – 11:30
15:30 – 17:15
18:15 – 20:15

Yoga
Pilates
Children’s Dancing
Zumba
NHS Retirement Fellowship (1st Tuesday only)
Strictly Come Crafting (2nd and 4th Tuesdays)
Pilates
Coffee Mornings
Messy Church (once a month, see calendar)
Pilates

CONTACT DETAILS FOR BOOKINGS
Church Centre Bookings
Pilates
Children's Dancing
Yoga
Zumba
Strictly Come Crafting
NHS Retirement Fellowship

Shirley Saunders
Lynda Hutchins
Kayleigh Sergeant
Anna Hasling
Lucy Thomas
Dorothy Davies
Jacqui Allan

01590 677628
01425 638464
01425 616750
01202 434789
01590 645919
01590 676163
02380 666603
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OUR COMMUNITY
News and events from various groups in and around Pennington.

1ST LYMINGTON BROWNIES
Tawny Owl (Erika)
we started back on the 12th January by playing Annapurna
games, like 'Rumal' (ice hockey) and 'Lukai' (skipping).
Annapurna? That's a massif in the Himalayas, in north-central
Nepal - it includes one peak over 8,000 metres, thirteen
peaks over 7,000 metres, and sixteen more over 6,000
metres - and is where we're going to be walking in April to raise money for
medicines for the region. We will be working on this challenge for the next five
weeks by making edible rope bridges with strawberry laces and bread sticks,
enjoying a pamper night, making friendship bracelets and an Everest tower with spaghetti and marshmallows! We'll also be enjoying some Nepalese food
tasting - which will bring us up
to half term: at which time,
the girls will get the Nepalese
badge, which one of our young
leaders designed for us. On
the 28th January, we took the
girls to see the pantomime
'Snow White' at Christchurch fantastic fun for all!
Want to be a part of the fun? If you would like to join us, please come and talk
with me - or go to the Guiders web site: www.girlguiding.org.uk

PENNINGTON RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
Pennington Common
As a designated SSSI site, Pennington Common is protected by law to conserve
the wildlife and geology of the area. Certain things cannot be done without
consent from Natural England (NE), a government adviser for the natural
environment. However, NE involvement does mean that funding is available
towards upkeep such as grass cutting and gorse control.
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The children’s playground (originally erected in the 1980s) is long overdue for
upgrade. Cllrs. Jackman, and Allen met with the PRA committee in December
to update us with the latest developments. Council funding has been allocated
to the project and three companies approached for designs. Although it was
intended to relocate the area closer to the Church, to avoid further delays the
playground will remain at the present site. The old equipment will be removed
and replaced by new, multi-use, wooden equipment.
Eventually signs to highlight the historical and natural significance of
Pennington Common will be erected. For example, the last fatal army duel was
fought on the common on 15th April 1814. Pennington was originally known
as Donkey Town, and what to look for at a designated SSSI.
Although dog fouling, and litter, is still a problem we hope that the new play
equipment will encourage more people to respect and use the common. The
Council anticipates having the playground finished by the summer with an
official opening at the Donkey Derby - due to take place on the last weekend
in July 2017.
Another date for your diary is the PRA Annual Social and general meeting
taking place on Friday 31st March.
Further information, and Minutes of our meetings, can be found at our website
www.penningtonra.co.uk There are also two Facebook pages:
Pennington Residents’ Association and Pennington RA Village Events.

NEW FOREST SOUTH STREET PASTORS
Ingrid Bolhoven
Why not come along to our Evening Worship on the 19th
February, and learn more about the Street Pastors. Ingrid and
Ian will be showing a short video, with a talk during our
informal service. We are pleased to have the opportunity of
sharing with you the work we do. If you come to church a
little earlier, say 5.30 there will be cake and coffee/tea and a chat before we
begin. We look forward to seeing you there.
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CHRISTMAS LUNCH FOR ST MARKS CHURCH PARISHIONERS
Hosted by the Lymington Freemasons
On Thursday 15th December the
Freemasons
of
Lymington
provided a 3 course Christmas
Lunch at their Hall in Lymington
High Street for over 50
parishioners of St Marks Church
Pennington. St Mark’s run a
“Friendship Lunch” at the
Church Hall in Pennington
regularly on the first Thursday in
the month for parishioners of
Pennington to meet each other
socially over lunch. Symon and Janet Wood, Managers of the Masonic Hall are
from Pennington, and proposed their services at the venue of the Masonic Hall
for a greater number of people to enjoy the December Christmas Lunch than
the limited number the Church Hall kitchen could cater for. Since it was first
opened in 1928 the Masonic Hall has proved a popular venue for local clubs
and organisations in the Community to hold their events. This has not changed
and Lymington Freemason’s are delighted that this tradition continues.
St Mark’s Church
are very grateful to
Symon and Janet
for their kind offer,
and the Luncheon
team assisted by
several members of
local
Masonic
Lodges
willingly
agreed to wait upon
the tables and join in the Christmas spirit. The 3 course dinner was delicious,
and a great time was had by all, the diners really appreciating the venue and
their meal.
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CHURCHYARD REPORT
Ingrid Bolhoven
With a very hard frost on
our first meeting of the
year, and falling victim
to the cold virus doing
the rounds, we had a
planning meeting. A parishioner turned
up having read my notes in January, to
come along and have a chat about
donated trees for a family member. This
was helpful to both parties, so if you have any queries that we are hopefully
able to answer, this is a good opportunity to come along and discuss matters.
The team are anxious about the compost heap being misused, making it very
difficult for our volunteers to separate the garden waste from plastic flowers,
and wreaths, which contain both materials. Please could you take home any
mixed plastic flowers or wreaths. It can go in your household waste. What a
lot of people don’t know, is that the Church do not have any rubbish at all
taken away by the Council, so each of us is responsible for our own ‘rubbish’.
Anything that is purely plastic or small metal, can go in the bin, but not with
green material attached. This would save us time to do other tasks.
The next working party will be on Thursday the 2nd February, starting at
10am.

SOCIAL MEDIA IS MAKING OUR CHILDREN UNHAPPY
Social media can have a devastating effect on our children, leaving them
“deeply unhappy’, a major charity has warned. The NSPCC found that 18,778
children aged 11-18 were admitted to hospital for self-harm in 2015-16.
Teenagers aged 13 to 17 are the most likely to self-harm.
Childline, the charity’s support network, delivered 18,471 counselling sessions
dealing with self-harm. The charity finds that the children’s unhappiness “is
partly due to the constant pressure they feel, particularly from social media, to
have the perfect life, or attain a certain image which is often unrealistic. They
tell us that the need to keep up with friends, and the 24/7 nature of technology
means they feel they can never escape or switch off.”
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ST MARKS WEDDING FAYRE
Are you planning a New Forest wedding? Looking for a lovely
village church for your ceremony? Looking for a hall to hire for
your reception? Come along and
discover a beautiful church and a
well-equipped hall, while meeting a wide range of
wedding specialists. We are hosting a wedding fayre
on Saturday 25th February from 11am till 3pm.
Free entry with complimentary mimosa cocktail and
goodie bag. However, any donations to the church
restoration fund are very welcome.
You'll find brilliant wedding professionals who are
experts in their field waiting to help you make your
special day perfect. The wedding fayre will be split between the Church itself
and the Church Centre, registration will be at the Church and then it’s just a
short walk to the Church Centre to see the rest of the exhibitors.
Come and join us to find inspiration for your special day? We look forward to
seeing you.
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CROSSWORD CORNER
Answers can be found on page 16

ACROSS
1 Protective covering recommended to the
Ephesians (Ephesians 6:11) (6)
4 The number of apostles (Matthew 10:2)
(6)
8 Tenth-century Bishop of Augsberg for 48
years, who became the first saint to be
canonized by a pope (5)
9 ‘Do not — what is evil but what is good’
(3 John 11) (7)
10 Reading desk in a church (7)
11 ‘He looked up and said, “I see people;
they look like — walking around”’ (Mark
8:24) (5)
12 One of the qualities that Paul exhorted Timothy to pursue (1 Timothy 6:11) (9)
17 One of the meaningless pleasures acquired by the Teacher (Ecclesiastes 2:8) (5)
19 ‘Like — babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation’ (1
Peter 2:2) (7)
21 Jesus said that Moses allowed this only because men’s hearts were hard (Matthew 19:8) (7)
22 Girl’s name (5)
23 Most sagacious (Judges 5:29) (6)
24 How Stephen, the first Christian martyr, died: after being — (Acts 7:59) (6)

DOWN
1 A Jew whom Paul met in Corinth, whose wife was Priscilla (Acts 18:2) (6)
2 For example, turning water into wine, feeding the five thousand, walking on water (John
7:21) (7)
3 Abram’s relationship to Lot (Genesis 14:12) (5)
5 ‘Jesus answered, “It is —: ‘Man does not live by bread alone.’”’ (Matthew 4:4) (7)
6 ‘Peace I — with you; my peace I give you’ (John 14:27) (5)
7 ‘May the Lord deal with me, be it — — severely, if anything but death separates you and
me’ (Ruth 1:17) (4,2)
9 Lack of knowledge (Acts 17:30) (9)
13 This woman ‘followed Paul and believed’ after his words to the Areopagus in Athens (Acts
17:34) (7)
14 Or noise (anag.) (7)
15 ‘Even though I walk through the valley of the — of death, I will fear no evil’ (Psalm 23:4) (6)
16 ‘ — Christian soldiers, marching as to war’ (6)
18 Saver (anag.) (5)
20 ‘Unless a grain of — falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed’ (John 12:24)
(5)
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MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION FOR 2017
We thank you for subscribing to the magazine and payment is now due, if you wish to continue
into 2017! The amount due for the year’s supply of the St Marks Church Parish Magazine is £6
which includes free delivery.
Payment may be made by cheque or postal order and either forwarded to our Treasurer, Teresa
Nivison, at the address below, or dropped into Church.
If you have any questions about a subscription to the parish magazine, please contact John
Nivison on 01590 672896 or alternatively by e-mail at john.nivison@btinternet.com

Name
Address

Date

//

Please return this form with your cheque payment (payable to St Marks PCC) to:
Mrs Teresa Nivison, 6 Stratford Place, Lymington, SO41 9TL

ST MARKS DRAW CLUB
April is the start of the St. Mark’s Draw Club Year and the size of the prizes depends on your
generosity. Please return your form with cash or cheque made payable to St. Mark’s Draw
Club as soon as possible to the address below and you will receive your membership card in
time for our next draw.
The monthly draws are made on 4th Wednesday of each month at the Church Centre Coffee
Mornings and winning numbers will be displayed on the Notice Board in the Church Centre
and the Parish Magazine.

Name
Address

Date

//

I would like to join St. Mark’s Draw Club for 12 months and would like . . . . chances per month
(25p per chance).

 I enclose cash/cheque/P.O. for £ . . . . . .
 I am over 16 years of age.
Please return this form with your cheque payment (payable to St Marks PCC) to:
Mrs B Gates, 25 South Street, Pennington, Hampshire,SO41 8EB
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ORGAN RESTORATION APPEAL
Within the chancel of St Marks stands
our organ, which remains largely
unaltered from the originally installed
instrument - built by Bishop & Son
around 1904, the instrument is
situated on the north side of the
chancel and extends partially into the
vestry behind. With musical pipes
nestled within an oak carved trellis, our
organ has led song for new lives
coming together through marriage,
provided the right note as we say a
fond farewell to loved ones and brings
our congregation together for worship each and every week.
However, the decades from initial installation have taken their toll upon this centre
piece to music at St Marks. Our organists are very talented to make the most of
squeeky pedals and leaky pipes - but as time goes by, the quality of the music the organ
can produce diminishes.
St Marks are applying for grants towards the costs of restoring this instrument,
however we will be short of the full amount to cover the cost for this. Therefore, we
would be grateful for your generosity, if you feel able to donate to this cause.
Name
Address

Date

//

 I wish Gift Aid to apply to the above donation.
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I play less Income Tax and / or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax
year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all donations, it is my responsibility to pay any difference

Please return this form with your cheque donation (payable to St Marks PCC) to:
Mrs Teresa Nivison, 6 Stratford Place, Lymington, SO41 9TL
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REMEMBERING 2016 – YEAR TO FORGET OR
YEAR OF POSSIBILITIES?
By Paul Young
If you read the papers or have an
account on the likes of Facebook
or Twitter, your impression of
2016 might be a poor one. After
all, 2016 was the year that saw
many great names in the
entertainment industry pass
away.
Names such as: David Bowie, or “Ziggy” to his friends; Alan Rickman, actor in
such films as “Die Hard”, “Harry Potter” and “Robin Hood”; Sylvia Anderson,
the “Thunderbirds” co-creator; Frank Sinatra Jnr, singer and son of “ol’ blue
eyes” himself; Paul Daniels, at his peak a prime time TV magician; Ronnie
Corbett and Victoria Wood – fabulous UK comedians; Prince, singer-songwriter
of songs such as “Purple Rain” and “Nothing Compares To You”; Muhammad
Ali, the boxer; Leonard Cohen and George Michael, singers; Carrie Fisher, or
“Princess Leia” from Star Wars – and her mother Debbie Reynolds a few days
after.
2016 also gave us both the referendum to leave the EU and the US presidential
election: with opinions and outcomes that polarised individuals on both sides
of the Atlantic.
At St Mark’s? We likewise said our farewells to a number of Pennington
residents, members of our church family and close friends.
Welcomed into God’s eternal kingdom were: Elaine Miller; Mona Emily Dawn
Sims; Lily Duncan; Pamela Thomas; Herbert Mansbridge; Richard Smith; Judith
Eileen Payne-Jenkins; Brenda Burley; Brian Baker; Mitchell McKenzie; Michael
Winn; Joyce Barnes; Vivian Jenkins; Reg Miller; David Roy Stride; June
Totterdell; Brian Meffen; Peter Anthony Burbidge; Hannah Mary (Mollie)
Reynolds; Karen Maidment; Norman Adams; Carol Ann Corbin; Eileen Joyce
Mapes.
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I think for me, it’s easy to get sucked into this negative “2016 has taken
another?!” spiral, whereby we start to look at how we can write off the whole
affair and make memes about how David Attenborough needs to be wrapped
in bubble-wrap, lest the year take another great name.
But, it’s also important to see the good that came out of the past year: the
tiger population, thought to be as low as 3,200 in 2010, is on the up by 22% in
all countries the tiger calls its home; a collaborative effort of 24 nations and
the EU has formed the largest protected marine reserve in Antarctica; 2016
was the second-safest year on record for aviation; FARC rebels in Colombia
have signed a peace deal with the government, ending 50 years of war in the
country; India planted 50 million trees in one day, setting a new world record;
the Americas – from Canada to Chile – is the first in the world to have
eliminated measles; giant pandas are no longer on the ‘endangered’ list; a cure
for HIV may have been found as a UK man is declared free of the disease; the
Paris Climate Change agreement came into force, setting targets and penalties
to work towards a greener world; since 2000, malaria-related deaths have
dropped 66% worldwide; the deadly Ebola virus has been confirmed cleared in
West Africa; for the first time ever, the amount of money it would take to end
poverty dropped below the amount of money spent on foreign aid; 25% of
European countries announced that they had quit coal.
And at St Mark’s? Well, we’ve had good news ourselves to celebrate.
In 2016, we celebrated with many couples, who came together in our church
to commit to one another in marriage: Victoria Riley & Derrick Radido; Jordan
White & Robert Vine; Lara Ritchie & Stuart Williamson; Alexandra Wickham &
Joshua Doe. As we come into 2017? We’ve already celebrated: Susan Fox &
David Rice-Mundy and have the weddings of more couples yet to celebrate Megan Adair & Scott Shave; Kerri Jenkin & Mark Dibben; Laura Woodford &
Jonathan Miles – to name but a few.
We also celebrated the start of new lives through baptism too, welcoming new
members to our church family: Alexander Bryant; Oliver Gates; Phoebe Miles;
Abel Miles; Ella Horne; Isobella Arney; Matilda Arney; Abigail Coster; Jennifer
Coster; Hayden Prentice.
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As with many years before it, 2016 has been a rollercoaster of highs and lows.
Undeniably, the lows have seemed very much lower than some might have
hoped – and indeed, regardless of which side people voted for, will see the
results (good or bad) of the US presidential election and Brexit unfold through
2017. But, it’s important to realise that life goes ever on – and there is a great
deal we can celebrate too. We each have a role to play in the way our world
unfolds, from the good (or bad) we do in our own circles, to the efforts we
make as a group in the wider community.
It’s also important to realise that we each also have a sponsor, a guide and a
mentor. Certainly, we can be that for one another, but God likewise empowers
us through the Holy Spirit to be his hands here on earth.
So, welcome to 2017 – we’ve a long way to go until 2018, but none of us should
coast along the way: rather we should shape our path, building on the good
that came out of 2016.

LITTERBUGS
By Paul Young
Between Wetherby and Lymington is two-hundred and sixty-nine miles of
tarmac. In a small Vauxhall Corsa – keeping to the national speed limits – you’ll
need around four and a half hours to make that trip, in light traffic. Give
yourself half hour to rest though, and you can do that at the Warwick services,
off the M40 – it’s more or less two and a quarter hours into your trip.
I know this because I did that very drive
with my wife recently. Four and a half
hours is a long time and you need
something to wile away the hours.
That’s about long enough to watch one
of Peter Jackson’s director’s cut
versions of the Lord of the Rings films –
but watching a film whilst driving us
generally considered a bad idea. My
wife has never been a huge fan of “Eye
Spy” so we invented a new game.
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Now, please don’t judge me.
Our game was to see who could count the most road kill on the journey. It’s a
macabre game and we stopped playing before we had even come half way –
as the scores were getting so high. However, as you scan the verges from the
comfort of your car seat, it’s something else you notice more than luckless
squirrels and rabbits: litter.
I am proud of the effort Pennington puts into keeping herself clean. We’ve
hosted a few keep Pennington clean initiatives ourselves through St Marks and
the Pennington Residents Association has likewise done the same. The amount
of litter in verges and ditches in Pennington is – thankfully – minimal.
Not so for the M1 however. Perhaps shredded lorry tires can almost be
forgiven, – but the countless Costa
and Starbucks coffee cups, scraps of
cardboard, discarded sandwich
cartons and plastic bags is a
depressing sight.
The problem is not however the
litter. The problem is the mindset of
the people dropping it.
At our halfway service stop, we’d returned to the car, ready for our final leg
home. Sam had run back into the services though to get some sugar for her
coffee – so I waited in the car, people watching the visitors to the Welcome
Break services. A young girl climbs from the back of mummy and daddy’s
Mercedes 4×4 and promptly drops the empty bottle of water she had been
holding on the pavement.
I got out of our car and picked it up – handing it to daddy, who looked at my
strangely. “Your daughter dropped this”, I said “there’s a bin just there by the
entrance”.
“So?” was the reply. “They employ people to pick up rubbish don’t they?” he
retorted.
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This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of
the mysteries of God. Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be
found trustworthy.
Mark 12:38-39
It’s a shame that with religion declining in society at large, there seems to be a
corresponding fall in consideration for others – or indeed the world we live
upon. It’s bizarre that consideration of what will happen to the discarded
coffee cup isn’t made as it’s dropped from the car window.
I embarrassed daddy into discarding his daughters rubbish, as embarrassed he
must have been with smiling onlookers staring at our conversation. Hopefully
daddy talked to his daughter about littering (although from his attitude I doubt
it).
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of
the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created man in his
own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he
created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every
living thing that moves on the earth.”
1 Corinthians 4:1-21
Be you Christian or not, please take pride in this world. Mankind has a bad
habit of breaking things – as the number of creatures forced out of existence
due to our expansionist nature would testify. Our arrogant nature accounts for
millions of tons of recyclable rubbish languishing in landfill, instead of being
reused as something new.
All it takes is for us all to point out the annoyance we have to litter, as we see
somebody else dropping what should be discarded properly. For us all to pick
up that discarded crisp packet in the verge, instead of walking by. To care that
we’ve only one world to live upon - and the small action of few can make a
huge difference to all.

31

32

REFLECTIONS
Anne Elliott
We had our first gathering for Reflections on Wednesday the
4th January, in the warmth of the Church Centre and
energised with coffee and cake. We listened to the story of
the shepherds visiting Jesus at his birth in Bethlehem, and out
of that we discussed how God came to the shepherds because they were open
to hear what He told them, and they were not too proud or busy to believe
and follow up His message
to them to visit the baby in
the manger. We talked
about how busy our own
lives can be and how we
might listen to God more
amid our daily activity, as
God wants to talk to us in
the day-to-day humdrum
of our lives, and He values
us whoever we are.
We also talked about how the shepherds weren't concerned at what other
people might think of them looking for a King in a stable, and how easy it is to
be concerned about being part of the crowd and not thinking for ourselves.
Our final thought was how little we know of Jesus' childhood, and why so little
is written about this. Our answers to this thought may have been inconclusive,
which is all part of our ongoing thinking for ourselves and listening to God
speaking to us - something we all find challenging at times!
All this came out of the story of the shepherds visiting the baby Jesus! So do
come along and join us on the first Wednesday of the month and see what we
find in our next Gospel reading! 10:15 for coffee and 10:30 for 20 minutes
discussion - or listening to others talk it over!
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PRAYERS – FEBRUARY
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th

CTLP
Fullerton Road
Parish Administrator and Church Wardens
Gainsborough Court
Nightstop and our visiting speaker
Genoa Close
Grafton Gardens
Lymington Hospital
Greenway Close
All who work and live in our care homes
Haglane Copse
World Vision, Orsola and Charlotte - our
visiting speaker
Hazel Road
Those who use our church centre

15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th

Highfield Avenue
Highfield Road
Hillside Road
Holly Court
Holm Oaks
Homewood House
Holmsley Close
Our organist and choir
Servers and acolytes
Howards Mead
Juniper Close
Oakhaven Hospice
Kerry Close
Our PCC meeting this evening
Kingston Park

THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED – FEBRUARY
If you would like someone to be remembered in the prayers at church on the nearest Sunday,
please give the name and date to one of our churchwardens, Teresa Nivison or Maureen Barnard.
1st
3rd

4th
5th
6th

8th

Lola WOOD
Martin JONES
Marjorie DIXON
John WILKINS
Violet HOOPER
Robert GOVER
Herbert MANSBRIDGE
Pamela THOMAS
Richard Ernest SMITH
Diane LAWSON
Doris COLLINS
Richard DENHAM
Judith EILEEN PAYNE-JENKINS

12th
14th
21st
22md
23rd
24th
26th

27th

Brenda BURLEY
Roger LEWIS
Marjorie HAYTER
Margaret WARD
Dom SAMWAYS
Pat LOXTON
William LANCASTER
Ivy HAYWARD
Joan HANSFORD
Barbara FLOOD
Rosie PYATT
John CLARKE

RECENTLY DEPARTED
31st November

Mr David Tybinkowski

19th December

Robert Sparks
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PARISH CONTACTS
Church Office
Church Wardens
Parish Administrator
Associate Priest
PCC Secretary
PCC Treasurer
Gift Aid Secretary
Envelope Scheme
Director of Music
Church Centre Manager
Church Centre Bookings
Parish Visitors
Electoral Roll Officer
Magazine Editor
Magazine Advertising
and Distribution
Traidcraft
Pennington Junior School
Bible Fellowship
Churches Together
Messy Church
New Forest Basics Bank

General Enquiries
01590 672896
Mrs Teresa Nivison
07541 842025
Mrs Maureen Barnard 07541 721440
Jackie Paul
01590 671813
Rev. Anne Elliott*
07553 552540
Mrs Eve Jolly
01590 679310
Mrs Teresa Nivison
07541 842025
Mrs Maureen Barnard 07541 721440
Mrs Maureen Barnard 07541 721440
Dr. Leigh Jerwood
01590 678678
Mrs Shirley Saunders
01590 677628
Mrs Shirley Saunders
01590 677628
Mrs Christine Scott
01590 672335
Mrs Pat Wright
01590 678416
Mr Paul Young
editorstmarks@yahoo.co.uk
Mr John Nivison
07541 842025
JohnNivison@stmarks-pennington.org.uk
Mrs Pat Wright
01590 678416
Headteacher
01590 672104
Mrs Ingrid Bolhoven
01590 677940
Mrs Anne Harris
01590 678378
Mrs Sandy Negrescu
01590 675506
01590 610008

*Not available on Friday

There are additional contact methods
available through our church website
(www.stmarks-pennington.org.uk) – as well
as general enquiries being welcome via email
to enquiries@stmarks-penninton.org.uk.
Whilst we work towards appointing a new priest
in charge for St Marks, we are very fortunate to
have Anne Elliott with us as a familiar face to
lead us in worship. For any day to day questions
in regards to St Marks however, please find our
church wardens are happy to help with any
questions you may have as they guide our church
through this time of interregnum.
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SERVICE TIMES AT ST MARKS
Holy Communion (BCP)
Family Communion
Evensong with Act of Healing
Evening Worship
Evensong
Holy Communion

Sundays, 8:00am
Sundays, 9:30am
1st Sunday, 6:00pm
3rd Sunday, 6:00pm
4th Sunday, 6:00pm
Wednesdays, 11:30am

For any changes to these services, please refer to the calendar on the inside
front cover of this magazine, on our parish notice boards or upon our website.

REGULAR MEETINGS
Choir Practice
Coffee Morning
Rainbows
Brownies
Brownies
Guides
Beavers
Cubs
Scouts
Scouts
Explorers

(Church)
(Church Centre)
(Church)
(Pennington Guide hut)
(Pennington Guide hut)
(Pennington Guide hut)
(Pennington Guide hut)
(Pennington Scout hut HQ)
(Pennington Scout hut HQ)
(Pennington Scout hut HQ)
(Pennington Scout hut HQ)
(Pennington Scout hut HQ)

Sundays, 8:45am
Wednesdays, 10:15 – 11:30am
Sundays, 8:45 – 9:30am
Tuesday, 5:15pm
Wednesday, 6:00pm
Thursday, 5:30pm
Thursday, 7:15pm
Thursday, 6:00pm
Wednesday, 6:30pm
Monday, 7:00pm
Friday, 7:00pm
Thursday, 8:00pm

St Marks welcomes all who come through our doors – be
your visit a brief one for the wedding of a friend or family, or
a regular one as a member of our church family. If you wish
to help St Marks to spread God's truth in our local community
and beyond, your donation is always welcome.
You can donate by text if you wish; simply send the message SMCP00 and your
donation amount to 70070 to donate to St Marks Church - for example,
'SMCP00 £5' - and make a difference today.
St Marks Church, Ramley Road, Pennington, SO41 8GQ
www.stmarks-pennington.org.uk
Submissions for the February edition are required to the editor by the 16th February 2017

