St Marks Church

Pennington

To love, to serve, to give to all —in Jesus’ Name

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases,
his mercies never come to an end,
they are new every morning;

great is your faithfulness.
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FROM THE PULPIT

Some years ago, | went through a very difficult and lonely stage of
my life. | was fortunate to have all through that very painful time a
friend who was a real constant: my friend’s continuing friendship
reminded me of a saying: ‘A friend is someone who sings with you
on the mountaintops and walks silently with you in the valley

% ‘
I shall be ever grateful for their support during that lonely and painful time of my life.

We are social beings and need relationships to sustain and enrich our lives in many
different ways. Most of us will feel lonely at some point in our lives. It can be a
depressing or scary feeling; it is an intensely personal experience which in most cases
will pass and we move on with our lives and hopefully make new friendships or
rekindle older friendships.

But for a growing number of people, particularly those in later life, loneliness can
come to define their lives and significantly impact physical and mental health.
Loneliness can be associated with difficulties such as sleeping and depression.

Here are just two facts about loneliness:
9 3.6 million older people in the UK live alone, of whom over 2 million are aged 75+
9 1.9 million older people often feel ignored or invisible.

Changes in a person’s personal circumstance can often cause loneliness; such as losing
a loved one, moving away from friends or family, losing social contact and enjoyment
they once received from work or experiencing health problems that make it difficult
to go out and do things once enjoyed.

Loneliness is not just experienced by older people; Dame Kelly Homes, the now retired
British athlete manages a Trust for socially disadvantaged young people and recently
published research which reported that 72% of young people had felt lonely or
isolated.

Rachel Reeves, an MP in the north of England has also suggested a way of reaching out
to others:

Try it next time you’re waiting in a queue or you’re on the bus. It might be the only
conversation that person has all day. Then perhaps we might all play a part in a kinder
society, where people don’t feel the need to visit their GP simply to feel connected.
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We can all reach out to someone we know who is lonely and | suspect many of the
readers of this magazine in Pennington already reach out in very positive ways to
neighbours and the wider community.

Jesus experienced all the human emotions we did; he knew what it was to be lonely
and have friends who deserted him just when he needed them most. He experienced
a horribly painful betrayal by Judas Iscariot and was also let down by Peter, who a few
hours previously had promised never to disown Jesus.

We can experience Jesus as a friend who will never leave us or forsake us and who will
be our constant companion all the days of our life and through eternity. We can never
be separated from his love. (Romans 8:39).

With best wishes for the coming month,
Phillip Attwood.

LOVE YOUR CHILDREN THIS MONTH

February is the month of love, and who better to love than those who depend on you?
Yet the number of children suffering from anxiety has risen by 60 per cent in the past
two years, and Childline has reported that growing distress among children and
teenagers is leading to thousands of children having panic attacks.

Now Peter Wanless, of the NSPCC, warns that ‘Anxiety is a growing problem in young
people’s lives today, and it is not going away. We all need to help children and
teenagers find ways to cope with their anxious feelings and not dismiss them as over-
reaction.” Meanwhile, the Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt has warned that heavy use of
social media is fuelling despair, inadequacy and levels of self-harm in the young.
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01590 673745
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Pleased to be supporting the Pennington

Parish Magazine the Rotary Club of

Lymington, formed in 1948 meet weekly, on

a Wednesday, at the Lymington Community

ota ry Centre where we lunch together and enjoy

= short duration speakers. Approximately

Club of Lymington once per quarter we have an evening

meeting where we enjoy the company of

our friends and family. We are a

membership who care about each other and

Eoi flirthiar hforination sags also care about our community whether

' : local, national or international. We believe in

www.lymingtonrotary.org doing good work but also enjoying fun and
www.facebook.com/lymingtonrotary  friendship whilst we seek to help others.




CALENDAR

Date

1st

4th

5th

7th

11th

12th

13th
14th

18th

19th
21st

25th

26th
27th
28th

Thursday

Sunday

Monday

Wednesday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
Wednesday

Sunday

Monday
Wednesday

Sunday

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

Time Details

10:00 Churchyard working party

12:30 Friendship Lunch, St Mark’s Community Hall

08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following
09:30 lona service with communion

18:00 Evensong with Act of Healing

10:30 Staff Meeting

10:15 Coffee Morning, St Mark’s Community Hall

11:00 Sharing Scripture, St Marks Lady Chapel

11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips

08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following
09:30 Family Communion, including baptism of Henry Holder
10:30 Staff Meeting

13:30 Strictly Come Crafting, St Mark’s Community Hall

10:15 Coffee Morning, St Mark’s Community Hall

11:00 Sharing Scripture, St Marks Lady Chapel

11:30 Ash Wednesday Holy Communion, with ashing service
08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following
09:30 Morning Praise

18:00 Evensong

10:30 Staff Meeting

10:15 Coffee Morning, St Mark’s Community Hall

11:00 Sharing Scripture, St Marks Lady Chapel

11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips

15:00 Messy Church

08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following
09:30 Family Communion

10:30 Staff Meeting

13:30 Strictly Come Crafting, St Mark’s Community Hall

10:15 Coffee Morning, St Mark’s Community Hall

11:00 Sharing Scripture, St Marks Lady Chapel

11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips



g 1 TUAKANA..

Bl BUILDING CONTRACTORS

01590 683 339 | www.tuakana.co.uk

Business Stationery

1 Postcards

I_y m | n g tO n Programmes and Booklets

N 1 Colour and Black & White

Printing Photocopying ug to A3

Newsletters & Magazines

Company Posiors

Personal Stationery

Menus

Invilatiqns

Proud printers of St. Mark’s Parish Magazine 0&'::5:;&'::5:

: 5 5 Display Banners

Unit 16, Lymington Enterprise Centre, Advertising Leaflets

Ampress Lane, Lymington, Hants SO418LZ Wiro Binding

Tel: 01590 674419 Email: sales@lymingtonprint.co.uk Encapsulation

www.lymingtonprint.co.uk Invoice Pads
A‘.‘

Accountants

Partners in success

Tel: 01590 677799

1 The Old School, The Square, Pennington,
Lymington, Hampshire SO41 8GN

www.underwoodbarron.com




ALL IN THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY

IT WAS...

80 years agogn 24th Feb 1938, that the first toothbrushes with nylon bristles
were introduced, by Du Pont. Until then toothbrushes had been made from
the hair of boars or hogs.

70 years agpon 28th Feb 1948, that the last British Army regiment left India.
65 years agoen 5th Feb 1953, that sweet rationing ended in Britain.

Also 65 years agmn 28th Feb 1953, that British scientists Francis Clark and
James D. Watson announced that they had discovered the double-helix
structure of DNA.

60 years agpon 6th Feb 1958, that George Harrison, aged 14, auditioned to
join John Lennon’s skiffle group the Quarrymen (which later became the
Beatles). The audition reportedly took place on a bus, and Lennon felt that
Harrison was too young.

Also 60 years agmn 17th Feb 1958, that Pope Pius XII declared Saint Claire
of Assisi (1194 — 1253) to be the patron saint of television. It was on the basis
that she had been too ill to attend Mass, but had reportedly been able to see
it and hear it on the wall of her cell.

30 years agpon 5th Feb 1988, that Comic Relief held its first Red Nose Day in
the UK. It raised £15m for charity.

20 years agpon 23rd Feb 1998, that Osama bin Laden issued a fatwa against
all Jews and Crusaders.

15 years agpon 1st Feb 2003, that the US space shuttle Columbia
disintegrated over Texas during re-entry, killing all seven astronauts.

Also 15 years ag@n 17th Feb 2003, that London’s Congestion Charge scheme
began.



Flowery of Lymingtow

Helen Reeves — florist
40 Milford Road
Pennington
Lymington SO41 8DW

Tel: 01590 678998 Mobile: 07918055510
e-mail: flowersoflymington@hotmail.co.uk

for funeralsy and weddings
appointmenty out of howurs to- suit

Clockwork e ean
Y ell OW Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Dry Cleaners of Distinction
WE OFFER SERVICES IN DRY CLEANING,
LAUNDRY AND
HIRE WEDDING CHAIR COVERS AT
COMPETITIVE PRICES

“Keep your soft furnishings cleaner for
longer by using our high quality services”

* Eco - Friendly Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
* Rug, Leather, Mattress & Curtain Cleaning

* Odour & Stain Removal

= Stain Protection Treatment

* Fully Insured

CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE

Tel: 01590 673804 0800 907 8681
38 Milford Road, Pennington t-cleaning.co.uk

www.clockworkyellow.com

WWW,

Need Chmetions oo

Peter Robbins Decorators Merchants
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO DECORATE YOUR HOME
+ Choose from a wide range of leading brands including

Farrow & Ball, Dulux, Sadolin and Sandtex.
+ Save money with our Macpherson and Glidden trade
paints which combine top quality with low prices.
Open: Monday to Friday 7.30am -5.00pm
Saturday 8.30am - 5.00pm

Gordleton Industrial Park, Pennington
® 01590 682189




ST MARKS DRAW CLUB

The winning numbers for the recent prize draw were as follows:
congratulations to our winners!

First Second Third
December 401 371 375

CHURCH CENTRE... NOW THE ST MARK’S COMMUNITY HALL!
At the PCC meeting on 27™ November, your representatives decided
that the Church Centre will be renamed St Mark’s Community Hall as of
the 1%t January. This is to reflect the importance this building plays not
only to St Mark’s church, but also to those in our community who enjoy
this space for their various events.

ST MARK’S COMMUNITY HALL

Regular Events at the community hall

Day Staart End Event
Mon 09:30 10:30 Yoga
Anna Harling, 01202 434789
13:45 14:45 Pilates
Lynda Hutchins, 0125 638464
15:30 20:15 Childrens Dancing
Kayleigh Sargeant, 01425 616750
Tue 09:30 10:30 Zumba
Lucy Thomas, 01590 645919
13:30 16:00 NHS Retirement Fellowship
1st Tuesday, Jacqui Allan, 0380 666603
13:30 16:00 Strictly Come Crafting
2nd and 4th Tuesday, Dorothy Davies, 01590 676163
18:15 19:15 Pilates
Lynda Hutchins, 01425 638464
Wed 10:15 11:30 Coffee Morning
Thur 12:30 14:30 Friendship Lunch
1st Thursday, setup from 10:30
18:15 20:15 Pilates
Lynda Hutchins, 01425 638464
Fri 10:00 12:00 Dance and Yoga
Hannah Bimpson, 01590 380267
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/%W @t | WINDOW CARE

(NEW FOREST) LTD

S h oe Re pa ir For your NEW windows

. Doors & Conservatories
Key Cutting Works Tel- 01425 628888

& En gra vin g Unit 10 Silver Street Farm * Silver

9 EARLEY COURT L Seet
LYMINGTON | 0 ol oo
01590 670906 FENSA Registered Company

where a warm welcome

awaits you...
* Friendly famiy atmosphere.
® 24hr care and attention.
* Long / short stay available
e Respite care welcomed
e Day care by arrangement.
e DSS Funding accepted.

ﬁ “We never forget to remember

that it’s your home”.

For Further information please contact: Registered Manager, Mrs Angela Andrews,

Proprietor, Mrs. Duffin, 60 Milford Road, Lymington, Hants, SO41 8DU
Aueclation  Tel: (01590) 673168 e

Hempshire

ELECTRICIAN

DOMESTIC / COMMERCIAL / AGRICULTURAL
All aspects including:

* Lights, sockets, re-wires

Fuse board upgrades

Kitchens, loft conversions, extensions
Gardens, garages, sheds

Testing and inspecting.

Q HAYWARD FOX

Sales & Lettings
Free Valuations

WSA ELECTRICAL

Free Estimates
01590 675424 Tel: Wayne Adlem
www.haywardfox.co.uk 07966 899798 / 01425 626069

85 High Street Lymington SO41 9AN 5 Sylvan Close, Hordle
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CHURCHYARD NOTICES

Ingrid Bolhoven

Searching for inspiration during winter time is a challenge for
me. | long to find a quiet place away from the busyness of
life’s demands. A place to contemplate and refresh my
thoughts for the coming year. The earth has its rest time;
indeed, the soil needs a period of rest from constant over
production, Hence, the old three year rotation system and putting an area
aside for a season out of production paid dividends. This way the soil builds up
again ready for sowing the following year. So, we too need a time of rest.

Already there are signs of regrowth with the crocus peeking through the leaf
litter in the churchyard. | noticed a cheerful branch of early catkins in the
Bunny Run recently and the birds, especially the Nuthatches are making loud
calls in the pine trees around the churchyard. The working programme from
the Probation Service providers has come in and indeed our own team of
gallant volunteers will be celebrating in February with time together before
the season of works begins all over again. So, time to look out those seeds for
planting and setting potatoes aside in preparation for planting around Easter
time.

We will be meeting the first Thursday of every month from ten, and any
enquiries or volunteers would be most welcome, so do come along.

FAIRTRADE—A GIFT FOR VALENTINE’S DAY

Don't forget to seek out Fairtrade roses and
sparkling wine for the one you love this
Valentine's Day. With thousands of Fairtrade
products in our shops we can make our gifts
extra-special at any time of the year as their
purchase supports farmers and producers in the
Developing World.

Flower arrangers can give their displays in
church a prophetic edge too by including
Fairtrade blooms.

www.fairtrade.org
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A life Wbe“ . Diamond & Son
i - Funeral Directors

A funeral is a time to say goodbye and to remember the life of
a person you love. It’s our privilege to be at your side.

We have been funeral directors for generations and when someone
you love dies, you can depend on us. We’re honoured to be
the people you can turn to, even at the hardest of times.

You can talk to us any time, day or night or for further
information visit us at www.diamondandsonfunerals.co.uk

Diamond & Son
9 Lower Buckland Road, Lymington, SO41 9DN
01590 672 060

|
!. Funeral Partners

N
F. W. HOUSE & SONS

Funeral Directors

i
Since 1898, the House family has undertaken all aspects of funeral arrangement for the
parishioners of St. Mark’s Pennington and surrounding areas.

Today, this dependable and reliable service, incorporating a modern coach-built Rolls Royce
hearse continues, under the direction of Nigel House and Veronica Hawthorne.

33-34 ST. THOMAS’ STREET, LYMINGTON
Please telephone (01590) 673142

N\ with confidence for guidance and support. 7
GEORGE KIDNER ,
AUCTIONEERS ano VAEUERS PCV\:V\JLV\gtDV\I
FREE AUCTION VALUATIONS !

SPECIALIST & GENERAL SALES VLLLage

PROBATE & INSURANCE Pre-school

VALUATIONS
Tel: 01590 670 070 OPEN Fom FdlL
www.georgekidner.co.uk DAY CARE FROM
The Lymington Saleroom, Emsworth Road, AGES 2 K 2, 5VS
Lymington SO41 9BL 01 590 61 0925




13
FIRST LYMINGTON BROWNIES
Erika Rutter, Tawny Owl
We finished the term by having a P.J night, the girls wore
their night clothes and brought a blanket and a cuddly toy
with them! We then enjoyed a Christmas film together: all in
all, it was the quietest meeting so far — topped off with hot
chocolate and hot dogs.

We came back in January, but before we started back with the girls, twelve of
us Leaders took the opportunity to enjoy a very nice Christmas dinner at the
Hobler.

To welcome the new year, we had three new girls on our first week back: to
welcome our new members, we played the game “Getting to know you Bingo”:
each player has a sheet of paper with a dozen different questions on it — like
“do you have a sister?” or “do you have a '
dog?” or “are you wearing trainers?”

To plan the year ahead, we asked the s
team what they would like to do for the ‘
term — and it seems that we’ve some
cooking, gardening and lots more besides
to look forward to!

PENNINGTON WI
[hBWI 2018 began at a gallop for the Pennington WI ladies, with lots of
INSPIRING WOMEN activities planned and updates to the hall. The new cooker was

installed and everyone was very impressed. Huge thanks go to
the kind donation from Linda Lean to help the Pennington WI
ladies buy the new cooker for the hall.

Pennington

The Pennington WI ladies have plenty to keep them busy each month with the
Lunch Club, the Play Reading Group and Craft Workshop. As well as the
monthly activities, the Pennington WI ladies also enjoyed hosting the Frog
Prince family entertainment organised by Pennington Residents Association
and the Panto at the Regent Centre.



| Goneral Chirectors

Heidi Lund and Rob Goff are here for guidance and support as
Eden Funeral Directors. As a truly independent, family run funeral
director, we offer help to families in Hampshire, Dorset and
across the New Forest.

We are confident to deliver the very best service, providing care
and advice whenever needed. We are able to offer a personalised
and individual service, putting the clients’ needs at the very
forefront of everything that we do.

Reach us by telephone 24 hours a day, every day, or by
visiting the office between 9am-5pm Monday to Friday.

Tel: 01425 837080
Email: office@edenfuneraldirectors.co.uk

Tree work
NPTC qualified
All work to BS 3998

Snoos

25 PLEREBIAE & NEATIRG

® Hedge trimming
® Fencing

BOILER INSTALLATIONS, UPGRADES, SERVICING AND REPAIRS ®Patio’s

POWER FLUSHING VAILLANT APPROVED ® Lawns seed\turfs
UNVENTED GUALIFIED ® All types of rubbish
clearance
07921452323 ® Gardening
SAMSNOOK@TISCALICO.UK A :‘2;5:;5 d°f materials

Andrew Gates

Tel: 01590 673791
Mob: 07787 537810
andrewgates@tiscali.co.uk

® Stump removal
® [andscaping

® Driveways

® Grass cutting

® | ogs and woodchip:

Fully insured

o-«.
e

VETERINARY PRACTICE

66 Milford Road
Pennington SO41 8DU
Tel: 01590 673687

Fax: 01590 688455 ALEC: 01550 700 170

ST L
Qg) ~ OOQ gng;{ ur%y!o?ﬁns

F& [CCTV - DODR ENTRY - ACCESS CONTROL “INIRU

New Installations - Re-Commissioning Existing
Additions and Expansion - Maintenance and Servicing

ROB: 02380 007 170

info@coverallsecurity.co.uk - www.coverallsecurity.co.uk

I

RUDE
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The January meeting was full of promise for the year ahead, particularly for
Ruth Speed who won the £400 Denman bursary. The ladies also enjoyed a talk
and demonstration by Teri Robinson about the history of English Canals and
paintings depicting these waterways.

The Pennington WI ladies has lots planned for the year including a quiz on 7th
April, a jumble sale on 28th April and table sale at Lymington Market in the
summer months as well as their usual monthly meeting and activities.

The Pennington WI ladies wish you all a Happy New Year. The ladies have lots
planned for 2018 and invite you to join them at their monthly meetings every
second Tuesday of the month.

> PENNINGTON JUNIOR SCHOOL

BREAKFAST CLUB
J Our breakfast club started on the 22nd January and runs daily
during the week until the start of the school day: this provides
wrap around care in addition to our daily sports clubs. The breakfast club runs
in The Nest and consists of board games, colouring as well as quieter activities.
Interested? Drop offs between 7:45 and 8am is billed at £1.50 per day and
breakfast is provided: alternatively drop offs between 8:00 and 8:30am is billed
at £1.00. An attendance register is taken daily with parents billed at the end of
every week: advance booking is not required. The Infant School breakfast club
is still running, although we will no longer be collecting from there.

NON-UNIFORM DAY

As you may be aware, sadly one of our pupils lost their Mum recently. In
support of the family we are holding a non-uniform day on the 9th February.
We ask each child to make a donation, which will go towards supporting the
family at this difficult time. Our thoughts and prayers are with all those
affected by this sad news.

VALENTINES Disco
Letters will be sent home on 2nd February with details of the school disco.
Spare letters will be held in the reception document holder.
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Plumber
PLUMBING & i
HEATING ENGINEER mobile, i dr EeE
s ohfi : I CAN Cut, Colour Blow-dry, Set Hair
11 Highfield Avenus, Lymington ..Dress Hair for Weddmgs and Proms efc.
Hants SO41 9HU FOR Ladies, Men And Children
Telephone 01590 677305 Just call 07919 333310.

Mobile 07850 201616 Or find me on Facebook
LAURA RUTTER

THE LYMINGTON CARE GROUP exists to provide transport
to medical appointments, i.e. doctors’ surgeries, hospitals —
Lymington, Southampton, Bournemouth and further afield
if necessary — dental appointments, chiropody
appointments, opticians, and to visit relatives in hospital.
If you need assistance please contact our office which is
open between 10 am and 1pm, Monday to Friday, on
01590 679187. (Ideally 7 days’ notice is required.)

Registered Chari .
o seorss Also, the Group has a continual need for volunteer

drivers and volunteer office staff. If you feel this is
something you would like to be involved with, please ring the office
and leave a message for our Team Co-Ordinator. e

Thank you.

L.H PI [ Heati
P @ﬂi@r Mo C@@p@f Qualifiedumetg)L?agndahgfiing e?g?ntelel?g

REMOVALS STORAGE SHIPPING s

We carry out removals of complete houses to
single items, to any part of the British

Isles or overseas with vehicles suitable for
large, small or part loads. 07376052784
FURNITURE WORKSHOP
Antique Restoration — Handmade Furniture and

French Polishing, Wood Veneers, Fitting, Gilding,
Re-Upholstery, Loose Covers (Tailor Made)

Liam Hills
Plumber and Heating Engineer

A member of the Guild of Master Craftsmen

29 Gordleton Park, Sway Road, Lymington
Tel: 01590 683616
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MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION FOR 2018

We thank you for subscribing to the magazine and payment is how due, if you wish to continue
into 2018! The amount due for the year’s supply of the St Marks Church Parish Magazine is £6
which includes free delivery.

Payment may be made by cheque or postal order and either forwarded to our Treasurer, Teresa
Nivison, at the address below, or dropped into Church.

If you have any questions about a subscription to the parish magazine, please contact John
Nivison on 01590 672896 or alternatively by e-mail at john.nivison@btinternet.com

Name Date YA
Address

Please return this form with your cheque payment (payable to St Marks PCC) to:
Mrs Teresa Nivison, 6 Stratford Place, Lymington, SO41 9TL

o<
ST MARKS DRAW CLUB

April is the start of the St. Mark’s Draw Club Year and the size of the prizes depends on your
generosity. Please return your form with cash or cheque made payable to St. Mark’s Draw
Club as soon as possible to the address below and you will receive your membership card in
time for our next draw.

The monthly draws are made on 4th Wednesday of each month at the St Mark’s Community
Hall Coffee Mornings and winning numbers will be displayed on the Notice Board in the
community hall and the Parish Magazine.

Name Date SV
Address
I would like to join St. Mark’s Draw Club for 12 months and would like . . . . chances per month

(25p per chance).

Cc lenclose cash/cheque/P.O.for£......
Cc |am over 16 years of age.

Please return this form with your cheque payment (payable to St Marks Draw Club) to:
Mrs B Gates, 25 South Street, Pennington, Hampshire,SO41 8EB


mailto:john.nivison@btinternet.com

SPEECHLEY & SON
LOCAL BUILDERS

For all your building and

maintenance work at competetive
prices

Call 01590 676930

Mob 07979 915977

Email Georgespeechley@aol.com
www.speechleybuilders.co.uk

53 Efford Way, Pennington, SO41 8DA

C. SAUNDERS

Quality Carpentry,
Construction & Cladding

Maintenance Pvc-U Fascia
Refurbishments Barge Boards
* Interior & Exterior ¢ Soffits & Guttering

Repairs & Cleaning
Tel: 01425 629923
Mob: 07802 511522

STEVE'S GARDENING
YOUR

GARDEN
MATTERS
. Lawns ... hedges... ¢
& .. n0jobTOO BIG  \#4
«ee OF too small P

CALL STEVE ON 07765 426949

PATRICK HOWARD
Professional Painting &
Decorating
3 3K % %K 3K K K kK Kk kK
City and Guilds Trained to
Advanced Level
26 years Experience
Painting and Wallpapering
Decorating to a High Standard
Free Estimates
ok 3K 3K 3K K K XK K kK KKKk
Call Patrick on 01590 643439
Mob 07815311915

Argyle House

2 Lower Ashley Road
Ashley, New Milton
BH25 5SAD

SOUTHSTREET (BUILDERS) Ltd.

Tel: New Milton (01425) 619533
Fax: (01425) 638849

e-mail: enquiries@ssbltd.co.uk
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EYE OF THE NEEDLE

Paul Young

When an author wants to reinforce a point, they’ll repeat it. If it's important,
the Bible repeats a point or a story too — and the well-known parable of the
rich man asking Jesus how he may reach heaven is no exception. Indeed, this
is so important a message for us that it’s repeated three times: It appears in
the Gospel of Matthew 19:16—30, the Gospel of Mark 10:17-31 and the Gospel
of Luke 18:18-30.

And a ruler asked him, “Good Teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal life?”
And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God
alone. You know the commandments: ‘do not commit adultery, do not
murder, do not steal, do not bear false witness, honour your father and
mother.” And he said, “All these | have kept from my youth.” When Jesus
heard this, he said to him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and
distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow
me.” But when he heard these things, he became very sad, for he was
extremely rich. Jesus, seeing that he had become sad, said, “How difficult it is
for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the
kingdom of God.” Those who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?” But he
said, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.” And Peter said, “See,
we have left our homes and followed you.” And he said to them, “Truly, | say
to you, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or
children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, who will not receive many times
more in this time, and in the age to come eternal life.”

Luke 18:18-30

The story is told in much the same way across all of the Gospel accounts of the
event: a rich man asks Jesus what he must do in order to be welcomed into
heaven; he’s already following the law and of course that’s commendable.
However, his wealth is a barrier: to be welcomed to Heaven, he must let that
go, helping the poor in society through the process. A good but rich man goes
away dejected; Jesus seeing the pull of earthly possessions and stating that it’s
easier by far for “a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich
man to enter heaven”.

| recently had to fix a button to my shirt. I'd like to think of myself as a modern
man — and fully capable of attaching a button to fabric — but | really struggle to
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pass the thread through the needle. This exercise tells me that the chance for
a rich man getting into heaven isn’t difficult; it's impossible! No way can a
camel get through the eye of a needle...

But what if my interpretation of “the eye of the needle” is wrong? | recently
read an interesting idea about what Jesus actually meant by this — and as a
clue, it doesn’t have anything to do with mending buttons on shirts.

An idea was put forth since at least the 15th century (and possibly as far back
as the 9th century) that the “Eye of the Needle” is actually a gate in Jerusalem,
which opens after the main gate closes at night. A camel could only pass
through this smaller gate if it was stooped and had its baggage removed first —
otherwise the camel wouldn’t fit.

This backstory to the parable might not be true: there is no widely accepted
evidence for the existence of such a gate. However, if this interpretation is
taken, it gives hope for us all.

It confirms Jesus message — that as well as loving a good life, it’s by also letting
go of our earthly ties of money, possessions and distractions that we can find
our way to salvation. The burdened camel is us, and it’s only by being freed of
its burden that it can proceed through the gate. But it also confirms something
more: it’s not an easy route, the camel likely having to stoop to get through.

| don’t know how many of those reading this will know camels well, but they’re
wilful creatures: needing to take direction and leadership from an experienced
owner. If we are the camel who has to leave behind its burdens — and then
navigate a difficult path, it's good to know that we too have an experienced
leader to follow: Jesus.

We by ourselves cannot make the journey to salvation — we must accept and
trust in the direction we are put upon by God, with Jesus as our guide along
the way.

I’'m fairly sure I’'m currently too overburdened to make the journey through
the eye of the needle. However, the fact that with the right frame of mind as
towards how | live my life, my earthly wealth and the help of a loving God, |
am filled with hope!
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Nick Cole, Director of OCC UK Samaritan’s Purse

INTERNATIONAL RELIEF

Operation Christmas Child! is a project of Samaritan’s Purse | WWW.Samaritans-purse.org.uk/occ

The generosity of St Mark’s congregation saw 49 shoeboxes filled and sent
to Belarus and other Eastern European countries. Many thanks to all!
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BARRY PAPWORTH
Hand - made, Antique & Modern
Jewellery

Jewellery, watch & clock repairs on site
Commissions undertaken
NAG Registered Valuers
Jewellery bought for cash

28 St. Thomas St,
Lymington, SO41 6EP
01590 676422

L ARPETS

Large and Swall We lay them all
 All brands of carpet, vinyl and
wood flooring supplied and fitted
e Free estimates and planning
01590 675916
Mobile: 07789 165996
www.leemillscarpets.co.uk

JESK
AUTO SERVICES
SERVICING, REPAIRS

DIAGNOSTICS,
& M.O.T.s ARRANGED

SMALL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS
UNIT 4 SWAY IND. PARK
01590 683615

ask for Jim

AHEAD sty

Plumbing & Heating

Bathrooms & Showers
Taps & Radiators

Tiling

No Job Too Smaill
Reliable & Friendly service
Competitive rates

Flease call Colin Head on:

Tel 01425 501465 Mob 07948 333453
1 6 Wessex Avenue, New Milton. BH25 6NG

&N YAS

BEST&co

Hair and Beauty

29 St Thomas Street
Lymington SO41 9Nk
01590 688048
www.bestandco.co.uk

D.J.GATES
The Butcher’s Shop

High Class .
Family Butcher

3 Church Hill
Milford on Sea
TEL: 01590 642136
Free delivery in Pennington Area
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THE THEOLOGY OF DECLUTTERING

The story of creation, in Genesis chapter one, describes God bringing order out
of chaos. God separates different things. God puts the right things in the right
places. There is light and space and air, with enough to satisfy the needs of all
creatures, and room to grow. This could describe the process of decluttering
as well. So, the first step in the physical process is to clear a space.

This provides inspiration for the task ahead
of you. Just look at the way things could be!
Cleared space also offers a place to rest and
think, until the chaos has been conquered.
Decluttering always makes things worse
before it makes them better, as the
contents of overflowing cupboards, boxes,
and drawers are spread out to sort in the
light. It is tiring work too, with so many
decisions to make about what to keep and
what to do with the rest of it.

Decluttering a whole home can be a long
process, but don’t let that intimidate you.
Instead, get started soon! Remember that
in the book of Exodus, salvation is shown as
' being brought out from slavery and
oppression into freedom and open space.

As the Psalmist wrote: ‘We went through fire and through water; yet you have
brought us out to a spacious place.” Psalm 66:12

Those who market products for us to consume (even space-saving "storage
solutions") want us to see space as something to fill — preferably with whatever
they sell. Yet God is present in the space. We can ask our Lord, in prayer, to
change our attitude towards the space in our home, so we see space as a
valuable commodity, something to use creatively and to enjoy.

Again, the Psalmist thanks God because: ‘You gave me a wide place for my
steps under me, and my feet did not slip.” Psalm 18:36
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Once we are set free from the burden of constantly having to sort and maintain
our overflow of possessions, there will be room and time to use the creative
gifts that God has given to you. What are your gifts? Baking, dancing, growing
vegetables, painting, storytelling, wood carving? — the list of possibilities is
endless.

Look closely at the things in your house. Does each possession help you in using
your God-given gifts, or slow you down by encumbering you? Aim to be set
free from them for CREATIVITY, to be like our Creator God, enjoying the
freedom of a simplified, uncluttered life, with time freed for what is most
important.

DON'T READ THE BIBLE, LISTEN TO IT

Fancy listening to the Bible? Try the new audio Bible app from SPCK, called the
NRSV Audio Bible for Everyone, costing 99p. The basic app provides the text
and audio of the NRSV, while the option to upgrade offers a version that
includes commentaries and guides from the For Everyone series by Tom
Wright and John Goldinggay. Visit www.SPCKapps.com

© www.parishpump.co.uk

...er.. apart from this little hiccup... it was an excellent church pancake supper...
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LOVE IS...

With Valentine’s Day this month, | wonder what do children know about love?
When questioned, some four to eight-year olds came up with the following:

I When you're born and see your mummy for the first time. That's love.

9 Love is what makes you smile when you're tired.

i If you want to learn to love better, you should start with a friend who
hates you.

9 Love is when your puppy licks your face even after you left him alone all
day.

9 1'know my older sister loves me because she gives me all her old clothes
and has to go out and buy new ones.

9 You have to fall in love before you get married. Then when you're
married, you just sit around and read books together.

9 Ilet my big sister pick on me because my Mum says she only picks on me
because she loves me.

9 Love goes on even when you stop breathing, and you pick up where you
left off when you reach Heaven.

9 Love cards like Valentine's cards say stuff on them that we'd like to say
ourselves, but we wouldn't be caught dead saying it.

' When you love somebody, your eyelashes go up and down and little stars
come out of you.

HOW TO IMPROVE YOUR MEMORY

Don’t forget to eat your greens —or you could be forgetting a lot of other things
as well. It seems that a portion of green leafy vegetables each day can go a
long way towards safeguarding the memory of older people. In a recent study,
it was found that people who eat greens regularly can have a memory capacity
equivalent to the memory of a person 11 years younger.

A recent study at Rush University Medical Centre in Chicago found that people
in their 80s who ate just half a cup a day of certain green leafy vegetables
(lettuce, spinach, kale and collard greens; all rich in vitamin K) had significantly
better memory than those older people who did not.
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CARPET Wessex
CLEANING [{ | Osteopathy

FURNISHED or UNFURNISHED
Carpets, Rugs, Upholstery

*» Caravan and Car Upholstery *

TRADE CERTIFICATED - CARPET | FABRIC

CLEANING, GUTTER CLEANING SERVICE,
NON LADDER POLE-VAC SYSTEM

Clinic
25, New Street, Lymington SO41 9BH
Tel: 01590 670706

Gavin Gobell Annabelle Dawson-Moray
BA (Hons) ND DO BSc (Hons) Ost DO
Registered Osteopath Registered Osteopath

R. OCKHAM  s041 9JH

FOR NECK AND BACK PAIN
01590 671025 Open 6 days a week
07949 515599 www. wessexosteopathyclinic.co.uk

The co-operative

With over 100 years of experience, nothing is too
difficult for us to arrange. Our caring and professional
team are here to guide and advise you 24 hours a day,
7 days a week.

Lymington New Milton
27a St Thomas Street, SO41 ONE 21 Station Road, BH25 6HN

01590 677 170 01425 611 133

www.co-operativefuneralcare.co.uk

The Co-operative Funeralcare is a trading name of Funeral Services Limited.

Funeral Services Limited, registered in England and Wales with number HERA &
30808R at registered office 1 Angel Square, Manchester, M60 0AG. PEANNINC @
VAT registered 403 3146 04. Part of the Co-operative Group. M

Open Lunch & Dinner.

Cookery
Demonstrations.
Party Nights.

RESTAURANT & BAR Gourmet Evenings.
/{/ﬁf 7H ﬂ/fé’ﬂV[P//Vy Private Functions.

Events catered for

Ashley Lane, Lymington, SO41 3RH offsite
01590 672 777 ,
www.lanesoflymington.com M@Iﬁ@ Th@m Jugaﬁ a R@ﬁf@@]f’@ﬂf
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PRAYERS — FEBRUARY

1st Fullerton Road, Friendship Lunch 15th Highfield Avenue

2nd  Christians Together, LP 16th Highfield Road

3rd Parish Administrator, Church Wardens 17th Hillside Road

4th Gainsborough Court 18th Holly Court

5th Gordon Road 19th Holm Oaks

6th Genoa Close 20th Homewood House
7th Grafton Gardens 21st Holmsley Close, Messy Church
8th Lymington Hospital 22nd  Our organist and choir
9th Greenway Close 23rd Servers and acolytes
10th Those who work in our care homes 24th Howards Mead

11th  Haglane Copse 25th Juniper Close

12th  Harford Close 26th Oakhaven Hospice

13th Hazel Road
14th Those who

THE FAITHFU

27th Kerry Close
use our Community Hall 28th Kingston Park

L DEPARTED — FEBRUARY

If you would like someone to be remembered in the prayers at church on the nearest Sunday,
please give the name and date to one of our churchwardens, Teresa Nivison or Maureen Barnard.

1st Lola WOOD 12th Rebekah MARSH
3rd Martin JONES 14th Roger LEWIS

3rd Marjorie DIXON 14th Marjorie HAYTER
3rd John WILKINS 19th Paul DALE

4th Violet HOOPER 21st Margaret WARD
5th Robert GOVER 22nd Dom SAMWAYS
6th Herbert MANSBRIDGE 23rd Pat LOXTON

6th Pamela THOMAS 23rd William LANCASTER
6th Richard Ernest SMITH 24th vy HAYWARD
8th Alf SPARKS 24th John GIBBONS
8th Diane LAWSON 26th Joan HANSFORD
8th Doris COLLINS 26th Barbara FLOOD
8th Richard DENHAM 26th Rosie PYATT

8th Judith Eileen PAYNE-JENKINS 27th John CLARKE

12th Brenda B

IN PRAYER

7th December
8th December
234 December
9t January
14 January
21st January

URLEY

Mary Forsyth-Thompson, rest in peace
Sarah White, rest in peace

David Hall, rest in peace

Adrian Evans, rest in peace

Keyan Andrew Hotchin upon his Baptism
Leon James Alan Hall upon his Baptism
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COLTEN CARE

BELMORE LODGE
LYMINGTON

“No more worries, no more cares, Belmore answers all your
prayers. So please remember, don't forget, Belmore Lodge is
your best bet!”

Poem by Serena, resident at Belmore Lodge

Belmore Lodge is a Colten Care home, part of an
independent and family-run group determined
to set the highest standardsin all aspects of care
for the elderly. Whether you decide to stay
long-term, or simply for a short respite stay to
rest and recuperate, we very much look forward
to welcoming you at Belmore Lodge .

Key features include:

+ Sun therapy room

+ Rooftop cafe

« En-suite facilities

« Salon

« Beautiful, easily-accesible gardens

« Superb cuisine prepared by professional chefs

Visit BelmoreLodge.co.uk to find out more, and to
view our selection of photo galleries and videos.

IN HAMPSHIRE,

Belmore Lodge RO T s

Residential and Nursing Home
Milford Road, Lymington SO41 8DJ
Tel: 01590 674 700



THE WOODEN BOWL

You reap what you sow. Regardless of your
relationship with your parents, you’ll miss them
when they’re gone from your life. Always
Respect, care for and love them.

A frail old man went to live with his son, daughter-in-law, and four-year-old
grandson. The old man’s hands trembled, his eyesight was blurred, and his step
faltered. The family ate together at the table. But the elderly grandfather’s
shaky hands and failing sight made eating difficult. Peas rolled off his spoon
onto the floor. When he grasped the glass, milk spilled on the tablecloth.

The son and daughter-in-law became irritated with the mess. “We must do
something about father,” said the son. “I've had enough of his spilled milk,
noisy eating, and food on the floor.” So, the husband and wife set a small table
in the corner. There, Grandfather ate alone while the rest of the family enjoyed
dinner. Since Grandfather had broken a dish or two, his food was served in a
wooden bowl! When the family glanced in Grandfather’s direction, sometimes
he had a tear in his eye as he sat alone. Still, the only words the couple had for
him were sharp admonitions when he dropped a fork or spilled food.

The four-year-old watched it all in silence.

One evening before supper, the father noticed his son playing with wood
scraps on the floor. He asked the child sweetly, “What are you making?” Just
as sweetly, the boy responded, “Oh, | am making a little bow! for you and
Mama to eat your food in when | grow up.” The four-year-old smiled and went
back to work.

The words so struck the parents so that they were speechless. Then tears
started to stream down their cheeks. Though no word was spoken, both knew
what must be done.

That evening the husband took Grandfather’s hand and gently led him back to
the family table. For the remainder of his day, he ate every meal with the
family. And for some reason, neither husband nor wife seemed to care any
longer when a fork was dropped, milk spilled, or the tablecloth soiled.
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PARISH CONTACTS

Church Office
Church Wardens

Parish Administrator
Associate Priest

Licensed Lay Minister

PCC Secretary

PCC Treasurer

Gift Aid Secretary

Envelope Scheme

Director of Music

St Mar k' s C Mamagern
St Mar k'’ s C 8onkings
Electoral Roll Officer
Magazine Editor

Magazine Advertising

and Distribution

Traidcraft

Pennington Junior School
Bible Fellowship

Messy Church

Safeguardng

Pennington Good Neighbours
Data Protection Officer

New Forest Basics Bank

*Not available on Friday

There are additional contact
available through our church website
(www.stmarks-pennington.org.uk) — as well
as general enquiries being welcome via email
to enquiries@stmarks-penninton.org.uk.

Whilst we work towards appointing a new priest
in charge for St Marks, for any day to day
questions in regards to St Mark’s our church
wardens are happy to help with any questions
you may have as they guide our church through

this time of interregnum.

General Enquiries
Mrs Teresa Nivison
Mrs Maureen Barnard
Jackie Paul

Rev. Anne Elliott*
Phillip Attwood

Mrs Eve Jolly

Mrs Teresa Nivison
Mrs Maureen Barnard
Mrs Maureen Barnard
Dr. Leigh Jerwood
Mrs Shirley Saunders
Mrs Shirley Saunders
Mrs Diane Tapper

Mr Paul Young

Mr John Nivison
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01590 672896
07541 842025
07541 721440
01590671813
07553 552540
07917 066727
01590 679310
07541 842025
07541 721440
07541 721440
01590 678678
01590 677628
01590 677628
01590 674660
07841 916526
07541 842025

JohnNivison@stmarks-pennington.org.uk

Mrs Pat Wright
Headteacher

Mrs Ingrid Bolhoven
Mrs Sandy Negrescu

Phillip Attwood
Paul Young

methods

01590 678416
01590 672104
01590 677940
01590 675506
07502 421683
07917 066727
07841 916526
01590 610008

"Looks like they've introduced
contactless payments for their collections.”



SERVICE TIMES AT ST MARKS

Holy Communion (BCP)
Family Communion
Evensomg with Act of Healing
Morning Praise

Evensong

Holy Communion

Sundays, 8:00am

Sundays (except 3™), 9:30am
1°t Sunday, 6:00pm
3%.Sunday, 9:30am

3" Sunday, 6:00pm
Wednesdays, 11:30am

For any changes to these services, please refer to the calendar on the inside
front cover of this magazine; on our parish notice boards or upon our

website.

REGULAR MEETINGS

Choir Practice (Church)

Sundays, 8:45am

Coffee Mornin¢ (St Mark’s Community Hall) Wednesdays, 10:15 — 11:30am

(Church) ‘ Sundays, 8:45 —9:30am
Rainbows (Pennington Guide hut)‘ ! Tuesday, 3:45pm
Brownies (Pennington Guide hut) Wednesday, 6:00pm
Brownies (Pennington Guide hut) Thursday, 5:30pm
Guides (Pennington Guide hut) Thursday, 7:15pm
Beavers (Pennington Scout hut) Thursday, 6:00pm
Cubs (Pennington Scout hut) Wednesday, 6:30pm
Scouts (Pennington Scout hut) Monday, 7:00pm
Scouts (Pennington Scout hut) Friday, 7:00pm
Explorers (Pennington Scout hut) Thursday, 8:00pm

E St Marks welcomes all who come through our docrde
your visit a brief one for the wedding of a friend or family,
or a regular one as'a member of our church family. If you
wish to help St Marks to spread God's truth in our local
community and beyond, your donation is always welcome.

You can donate by text if you wish; simply send the message PRAY25 and your
donation amount to 70070 to donate to St Marks Church - for example, 'PRAY25 £5'

- and make a difference today.

St Marks Church, Ramley Road, Pennington, SO41 8GQ

www.stmarks-pennington.org.uk— Registered Charity: 1173998
Submissions for the March edition are required to the editor by the 16 February 2018



