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St Marks Church
Pennington
To love, to serve, to give to all – in Jesus’ Name

JANUARY 2018

Minimum Price – 50p
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FROM THE PULPIT
Dear Friends
Christmas is over for another year …or is it? We've put away
all the decorations, and the house seems bleak for a few
days, and appear to be dull with overcast skies and Easter
still a few months away. Life settles back into the usual routine again, and
our memories of Christmas slide into the archives of our memories.
So, what was the point of Christmas if the message we heard also slips away for
another year? Yes, it's great to celebrate, but has the celebration changed our lives in
any way? Has the message of Christ's coming for us given us the hope for today and
every day, and indeed for eternal life, that Jesus came to bring?
Jesus was born into our world to live a life just like ours. He may have faced different
circumstances but his troubles were no easier than our own. He was born miles from
his home town, he was a refugee early in his life, his legitimacy was doubted, he was
born a Jew, his family couldn't understand the work he was doing in telling people
about God, he was betrayed by his closest friends, he had a false trial and he died for
false charges.
Yet when Jesus came to earth as a tiny baby, to grow up and live an earthly life in our
world, his mission was to tell us the good news of God's love for each one of us,
wherever we are and whatever is happening in our lives. He came to spread this
message and when he ascended to heaven he wanted all who believed in him to
continue sharing this message, so the truth of God's love would spread around the
nations. He came to teach us how to bring justice and mercy to our damaged world,
to bring freedom to love everyone and follow his teaching.
That is the message for us to take forward from Christmas and to live out each day of
our lives. God is love, and in the words of the Christmas Carol, 'Love came down at
Christmas'. We can either leave that message there on the carol sheet, or we can own
it and live it out in our lives in the words which come later in that same carol: 'Love be
yours and love be mine, love to God and all men'. We can enjoy and spread that love
throughout the coming year until we celebrate again, enriched by that love in our lives,
at every Christmas
Yours in Christ, Anne
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CALENDAR
Date

Time Details

3rd
4th

Wednesday
Thursday

7th

Sunday

8th
9th
10th

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

14th

Sunday

15th
17th

Monday
Wednesday

21st

Sunday

22nd
23rd
24th

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

28th

Sunday

29th
31st

Monday
Wednesday

11:30
10:00
12:30
08:00
09:30
18:00
10:30
13:30
10:15
11:00
11:30
08:00
09:30
10:30
10:15
11:00
11:30
15:00
08:00
09:30
18:00
10:30
13:30
10:15
11:00
11:30
08:00
09:30
10:30
10:15
11:00
11:30

Holy Communion
Churchyard working party
Friendship Lunch, St Mark’s Community Hall
Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following
Family Communion
Evensong with Act of Healing
Staff Meeting
Strictly Come Crafting, St Mark’s Community Hall
Coffee Morning, St Mark’s Community Hall
Sharing Scripture, St Marks Lady Chapel
Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips
Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following
Family Communion
Staff Meeting
Coffee Morning, St Mark’s Community Hall
Sharing Scripture, St Marks Lady Chapel
Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips
Messy Church
Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following
Morning Praise
Evensong
Staff Meeting
Strictly Come Crafting, St Mark’s Community Hall
Coffee Morning, St Mark’s Community Hall
Sharing Scripture, St Marks Lady Chapel
Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips
Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following
Family Communion
Staff Meeting
Coffee Morning, St Mark’s Community Hall
Sharing Scripture, St Marks Lady Chapel
Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips

THAT’S TELLING
Young Charles finished his Christmas holiday and headed back to school. Only
two days later his teacher was on the phone, telling his mother that he was
misbehaving. "Wait a minute!" protested his mum. “I had Charles here for two
weeks over the Christmas break, and I never once rang YOU when he
misbehaved!"
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ALL IN THE MONTH OF JANUARY
IT WAS…
150 years ago, on 8th January 1868 that Sir Frank Dyson, British Astronomer
Royal (1910-33), was born. His observations during the 1919 solar eclipse
helped support Einstein’s theory of general relativity. He also introduced the
Greenwich time signal ‘pips’.
125 years ago, on 14th - 16th January 1893 that the Independent Labour Party
was founded in the UK. It was led by Keir Hardie and was a precursor to the
Labour Party (founded 1900).
100 years ago, from January 1918 to December 1920 that the 1918 ‘flu
pandemic took place. About 500 million people were infected and 50 – 100
million people died (5%of the global population).
90 years ago, on 2nd January 1928 that the BBC radio broadcast its first Daily
Service – a 15 minute daily religious service. It is still running today.
Also 90 years ago, on 11th January 1928 that Thomas Hardy, British novelist
and poet died.
75 years ago, from 24th to 31st January 1943 that the battle of Stalingrad took
place. Adolf Hitler ordered the German 6th army to keep fighting to the death,
even though they had no chance. But German Field Marshal Friedrich Paulus
finally surrendered.
60 years ago, on 1st January 1958 that the European Economic Community
(EEC) began operating. It was incorporated into the European Union (EU) in
1993 as the European Community (EC).
30 years ago, on 3rd January 1988 that Margaret Thatcher became Britain’s
longest-serving Prime Minister of the 20th century.
10 years ago, on 11th January 2008 that Sir Edmund Hillary, New Zealand
mountaineer and Antarctic explorer, died. He and Sherpa mountaineer
Tenzing Norgay were the first two people to conquer Mount Everest.
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ST MARKS DRAW CLUB
The winning numbers for the recent prize draw were as follows:
congratulations to our winners!
First
Second
Third
761
489
November 538

CHURCH CENTRE… NOW THE ST MARK’S COMMUNITY HALL!
At the PCC meeting on 27th November, your representatives decided
that the Church Centre will be renamed St Mark’s Community Hall as of
the 1st January. This is to reflect the importance this building plays not
only to St Mark’s church, but also to those in our community who enjoy
this space for their various events.

ST MARK’S COMMUNITY HALL
Regular Events at the community hall
Day
Mon

Tue

Wed
Thur

Fri

Start
09:30

End
10:30

13:45

14:45

15:30

20:15

09:30

10:30

13:30

16:00

13:30

16:00

18:15

19:15

10:15
12:30

11:30
14:30

18:15

20:15

10:00

12:00

Event
Yoga
Anna Harling, 01202 434789
Pilates
Lynda Hutchins, 0125 638464
Childrens Dancing
Kayleigh Sargeant, 01425 616750
Zumba
Lucy Thomas, 01590 645919
NHS Retirement Fellowship
1st Tuesday, Jacqui Allan, 0380 666603
Strictly Come Crafting
2nd and 4th Tuesday, Dorothy Davies, 01590 676163
Pilates
Lynda Hutchins, 01425 638464
Coffee Morning
Friendship Lunch
1st Thursday, setup from 10:30
Pilates
Lynda Hutchins, 01425 638464
Dance and Yoga
Hannah Bimpson, 01590 380267
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CHURCHYARD NOTICES
Ingrid Bolhoven
Early in the New Year we will be arranging a Get Together for
the churchyard sub-committee, plans are still being made for
this. It will be good to have some social time together. The
newly laid grass, kindly donated by friends of Christine Scott’s
is much appreciated, and appears to have taken well. Thanks
go to Richard who helped lay this. The pansies are managing to hold on in the
gales; we hope to see little shoots appearing later for a Spring display of
daffodils.
Many thanks go to the team for their hard work in this ever challenging but
rewarding churchyard and garden.
We will be meeting as usual the first Thursday morning of the month
throughout the year. We would be happy to welcome any new people to join
our team and to deal with any enquiries: please contact Ingrid on 01590
677940 if you would like to get involved!
Happy gardening in 2018!

CAROL SINGING AT LOCAL REST HOMES
Ingrid Bolhoven
Monday was a bitterly cold day and night with lower than usual temperatures.
This didn’t deter around 17 members from St Mark’s and friends from turning
out in the evening to take part in carols, prayers and readings for the residents.
We were pleased to have Frances accompany us on her violin, and at Belmore
Frances on violin and Peter on the piano which made for a more rounded
sound in supporting our voices. Prayers given by Anne and Phillip. It was good
to spend time talking with the residents.
Some wanted to share their stories, and I kept wondering how I would feel in
their place, no doubt holding back a tear as they remembered Christmases
with their families. So, thank you everyone who supported this evening, I know
it means a lot to those we visit; to the carers who look after them, making us
so welcome with tea and mince pies too!
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CHRISTMAS FAYRE 2017
Ingrid Bolhoven
On Saturday the 9th December, Anne
opened our 2017 Christmas Fayre and
introduced Father Christmas - who spent
time chatting with the children and
handing out gifts!
There were a variety of tables doing brisk
business selling colourful plants etc, cakes
and more, bric-a-brac, books and a new
table selling St Mark’s tea towels, diaries
and notebooks. A lovely selection of prizes
for the Draw were much appreciated, as
was the raffle for the Dundee cake.
The children enjoyed the lucky dip,
face painting and competitive
marbles balanced on a fork into a pot
in one minute. Some had steadier
hands and good technique, and one
family, did very well!
Frances kindly played the piano while
we sang a few Carols in the
background amongst people enjoying
a drink and mince pie, kindly
organised by Erika and Andrea.

GREAT WRITING
There was once a young man who, in his youth, professed his desire to become
a great writer. When asked to define "great," he said, ‘I want to write stuff that
the whole world will read, stuff that people will react to on a truly emotional
level, stuff that will make them scream in disbelief, cry in despair, howl in pain,
and vent their anger in ways they've never dreamed of!’ He now works for
Microsoft, writing error messages.
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PENNINGTON JUNIOR SCHOOL
SPORTS CLUBS 2018
The new before and after school sports clubs will soon be
available to book online. Clubs will need to be booked on a
termly basis and no longer ‘one off’ sessions to ensure we have
the correct staff cover in place. All clubs will only be available to be booked via
Scopay as this will create a fairer first come first served system. It will also
generate registers for all participating children and maximum allocations for
each club where needed. We also welcome a more environmentally friendly
way for parents to view our clubs. Please let the office know if you need a copy
of your Scopay letter and we can provide this for you.

FUNDRAISING
The PTA cake stall at the Pennington Christmas Fayre raised £437.06. Thank
you to everyone that bought in cakes, biscuits and treats for us! The school
also supported the Poppy Appeal by displaying items for sale for the British
Legion in November. We raised a whopping £240.18 for them which is
fantastic. Again; thank you to all parents and children who bought poppies and
wristbands for this worthwhile charity.

FIRST LYMINGTON BROWNIES
Erika Rutter, Tawny Owl
A very Happy New Year to you all! A quick update for January,
but suffice it to
say,
the
trampoline
park Oxygen in Southampton
was imense fun – for girls both
young and old: there were all
sorts of trampolines to use, from
big to small. Wendy, Kirsty and
myself sat and watched them as
they bounced merrily away!
We also enjoyed some carol singing , which went very well at Court Lodge: the
residents there loving the reindeer face cloths our girls had made for them.
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PENNINGTON WI
The winter so far has been a busy one for Pennington in the run
up to Christmas, with a Festive Craft Workshop, the Pennington
Christmas Fayre, the Lymington Group Carol Service, Christmas
Parties and a Christmas Lunch. Not excluding all the Autumn
activities including a Fundraising Fashion Show and a Science Day in Lyndhurst.
There’s also been some renovations taking place at the hall including replacing
all the double-glazing and purchasing a new cooker for the hall’s kitchen. It
won’t stop there; the ladies have an outing planned to go see the Panto at The
Regents Centre in Christchurch at the beginning of January.
The ladies have been very busy with their fundraising efforts, raising over £500
at the Edinburgh Woollen Mill fashion show and over £200 at their stall at the
Pennington Christmas Fayre. Their work is never ending in a bid to refurbish
and update their wonderful hall which is so vital, not just to the Pennington WI
but the Pennington community as a whole.

The Pennington WI had plenty to keep them busy in the festive season such as
making all sorts of wonderful crafts including crackers and wreaths at the
November craft workshop, singing their hearts out at the Lymington Group
Carol Service at St Marks Church on 13th December and filling their bellies with
delicious food at their Christmas Lunch at South Lawn Hotel in Milford on Sea.
The December meeting was full of Christmas merriment, with Christmas
hampers to be won, delicious food to be enjoyed and songs to be sung lead by
the talented Cynthia Wilson.
The Pennington WI ladies hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and wish
you all a Happy New Year. The ladies have lots planned for 2018 and invite you
to join them at their monthly meetings every second Tuesday of the month.
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MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION FOR 2018
We thank you for subscribing to the magazine and payment is now due, if
you wish to continue into 2018! The amount due for the year’s supply of the
St Marks Church Parish Magazine is £6 which includes free delivery.
Payment may be made by cheque or postal order and either forwarded to our
Treasurer, Teresa Nivison, at the address below, or dropped into Church.
If you have any questions about a subscription to the parish magazine, please
contact John Nivison on 01590 672896 or alternatively by e-mail at
john.nivison@btinternet.com

Name
Address

Email
Signature

Date

DD / MM / YYYY

Please return this form with your cheque payment (payable to St Marks PCC) to:
Mrs Teresa Nivison, 6 Stratford Place, Lymington, SO41 9TL
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NEW FOREST NIGHT STOP

New Forest Night Stop is one of the charities that we, at St. Mark, support
throughout the year. Homelessness does exist in the New Forest and Its
National Parks.
New Forest Nightstop provides the only emergency overnight accommodation
for homeless 16-24 year olds in the homes of trained and approved host
households around the New Forest. New Forest Nightstop was established in
2003 and is a team approach to homelessness. It is a voluntary service
managed by Community First New Forest based at Ringwood and is affiliated
to the national registered charity, Depaul Nightstop UK.
Aim: No Young Person has to sleep rough and continue to provide a safe and
supportive environment to prepare a Young Person for independent living.
The primary aim of Nightstop is to enable homeless young people to access
safe, free, emergency accommodation in our host households at the beginning
of their homelessness when their need is most acute, then to support them
into longer term housing through local housing providers. The support given
by Nightstop improves not only young people's self-esteem but also their life
chances, and their outcomes for employment, training, health and housing are
much improved.
Vision: Nightstop believes all Young People have the right to access safe and
secure accommodation that is appropriate to their needs.
Nightstop is a unique and integral service in a multi-agency approach to youth
homelessness and is a vital tool to other local advice agencies. Nightstop is not
a permanent solution to youth homelessness but is temporary emergency
accommodation when needed at the point of crisis.
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We support young people through the Supported Housing Panel where those
with the highest needs are allocated appropriate accommodation if available.
There is a shortage of suitable accommodation for this age group, and some
young people may return home if appropriate, following mediation. Our
Nightstop support volunteers give practical advice and support, helping young
people who are not successful through the Housing Panel when their only
option is to find accommodation in the private rented sector.
The Nightstop concept is simple - it is the provision of emergency
accommodation for 16 to 24 year old young people in the homes of approved
volunteers.

NIGHTSTOP CONCEPT
Nightstop volunteers are ordinary people who are willing to open the door of
their home to help young people in need or who offer their time to help local
Nightstop services in other ways. All volunteers have to undertake specific
training before commencing their volunteering role with a local Nightstop.
About half the young people who are referred to Nightstop are under 18. A
young person would usually stay with a host for 1 to 5 nights at a time. Should
the young person still be in need of emergency accommodation then it may be
possible for them to stay with another volunteer from the same service. In
some areas Nightstop services have developed their support to young people
to offer such services as: tenancy support, mediation, preventative education
work, housing advice, Crashpad and supported lodgings.
The first Nightstop was established in Leeds in 1987 and there are currently
local Nightstop services in all of the nine government regions of England and
in some regions in Scotland and Wales. Development into local communities
within these regions where there is currently no provision of a Nightstop
service remains a priority of Depaul Nightstop UK.
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THE EARLY DAYS
The first Nightstop service originated in Leeds as an initiative by local Christian
Churches responding to the challenges highlighted in the Archbishop of
Canterbury's report 'Faith In The City' published in 1985. The service was two
years in development and became operational in October 1987.
From 1987 to 1991 the vision for Nightstop spread to communities in Durham,
Birmingham and Leamington Spa where further services were developed.

ENTERTAINING ANGELS
In January 1992 the BBC broadcast a television documentary 'Entertaining
Angels' - the story of Leeds Nightstop and within two years the number of local
Nightstop services had grown to ten.

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
National development was undertaken jointly by Barnardos and the Nightstop
National Network (made up of local Nightstop services). Barnardos funded the
post of the first National Nightstop Co-ordinator who was based in Leeds.
During the mid to late 1990's there was a rapid growth in the number of
communities exploring the possibility of establishing a Nightstop service. In
1999 the decision was taken to set up a new independent organisation,
Nightstop UK.
In December 2007 after consultation with and support from local Nightstop
services, Nightstop UK became part of Depaul UK to become Depaul Nightstop
UK. There are over 45 Nightstop services throughout the United Kingdom
including two in Scotland, two in Wales and one on the Isle of Man.

Archstone House, Pullman Business Park, Pullman Way, Ringwood, Hampshire, BH24 1HD
Telephone: 01425 482773
Fax: 01425 482666
Email: admin@cfnf.org.uk
Registered in England as a company limited by guarantee.
Registered Charity No: 1068964 Registered Company No: 3483827.
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28 JANUARY: HOMELESS
SUNDAY
If you go into any large city in the UK today,
you are very likely to see homeless people
lying on the pavements, or in shop fronts.
Sadly, homelessness is a growing problem
throughout the country.
Which means that this year, Homeless
Sunday will be a good opportunity for Christians to join together to pray,
reflect and plan some very practical action as to how we might help the
homeless in our own communities. Churches are also being encouraged to act
together, to send a message to policy makers that in Britain, the sixth richest
economy in the world, no one should be without a home.

THE WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY
This year the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity runs from 18th to 25th January.
The theme of the week this year comes from the churches of the Caribbean,
and addresses some of the problems which affect the people there, but also
worldwide.
Thus, as abuses of human rights are found across the region, the week will
challenge us to consider our manner of welcoming the stranger into our midst.
Human trafficking and modern-day slavery continue to be huge issues.
Addiction to pornography and drugs continue to be serious challenges to all
societies. The debt crisis has a negative impact upon the nations and upon
individuals – the economies of the nations and people have become
precarious. Family life continues to be challenged by the economic restrictions
which lead to migration, domestic abuse and violence.
What are Christians to do, in the face of such vast problems? The Caribbean
Churches work together to heal the wounds in people’s live, but also know that
reconciliation demands repentance, reparation and the healing of memories.
The whole Church is called to be both a sign and an active agent of this
reconciliation.
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THE DAILY SERVICE CELEBRATES A BIG
BIRTHDAY
Ninety years ago this month BBC Radio broadcast for the first time a short Daily
Service at 10.15 – in those days, the start of its daily output. It’s half an hour
later now, but it’s still there, the longest running programme on the BBC, after
News and Weather forecasts.
Its appearance in 1928 was, in fact, the result of a tireless and determined
campaign by a lady in Bushey, Herts, Miss Kathleen Cordeux. For two years she
had campaigned for a short Christian service each morning ‘for the sick and
house-bound’ – ‘just some sacred music, a hymn, a Bible reading and prayer’.
Through the letters column in the Radio Times, and then by bombarding the
director-general of the BBC, John Reith, after two years she got her way – at
first as an ‘experiment’, to test the demand. The response from listeners was
immediate and enthusiastic and 90 years later, I think even she would be
surprised to find that it is still there every day on Radio 4. And it still follows
her proposed content: sacred music, a hymn, a Bible reading and a prayer.

THOMAS HARDY – LOOKING BACK 90 YEARS
Poet and novelist Thomas Hardy died 90 years ago this month, on 11th January
1928. He is probably best known for the Wessex novels, named after one of
the kingdoms of Anglo-Saxon Britain and set largely in the Dorset area, where
he was born and where he died. But his real talent was as a poet.
Hardy’s long career – he was born in 1840 – spanned the Victorian and modern
eras. He is generally regarded as pessimistic and fatalistic, although in his youth
he had wanted to be a parson, and his biblical knowledge, expressed in both
his poetry and his novels, was exceptional. Although generally regarded as an
agnostic, he never stopped attending Anglican church and taking Holy
Communion.
When Hardy died, his ashes were deposited in the Poets’ Corner of
Westminster Abbey. His heart was interred in the graveyard at Stinsford
Church where his parents, grandparents, and his first wife were buried.
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A BUSY SUNDAY – ROMSEY ABBEY AND A
CONCERT…
Sunday the 26th November dawned bright and very, very cold. With Erika
driving, seven of us set off for Romsey Abbey to attend the Confirmation of
Andrea and Nicola. We met up with others from Pennington inside the Abbey.
On approaching Romsey, who should overtake us at a serene pace, none other
but Paul on his trusty motorbike! There were eight candidates from around
the Diocese.
Bishop Jonathan gave a wonderfully moving address and we were all made so
welcome and part of a large fellowship coming together for this momentous
occasion. Something, I am sure Andrea, Nicola, and indeed the other
candidates will remember and treasure all their lives. Romsey Abbey was a first
visit for some of us, and we were happy to be in this magnificent building, so
near to home and familiar to many.
The full choir sang beautifully. There were three young people from the choir
and Abbey, who spoke clearly and with great conviction of their journey
preparing for confirmation. This was encouraging to hear. We wish them and
the other candidates a long and happy life in Christ.
After a warming drink and biscuit, we set off for home and would like to thank
Erika for getting us there and back safely.
Then, time for a quick lunch, maybe a nap, and then off to church at tea time
to set up for the evening’s concert. Only a brief resume as others may write of
this evening more fully.
Fifty people from SingSway came and about fifty in the audience. This was
encouraging and we enjoyed a lovely musical evening with solos, skits and
readings, mainly in the Scottish vernacular. All ably conducted by Rosemary
Elliott Jones and accompanied by Richard Dingle. After a warming drink of
mulled wine, mince pies, shortbread, and a raffle, we settled to the second
part of the programme, culminating with Auld Lang Syne. Thanks to Rosemary
and Richard for entertaining us with such talent and enthusiasm. Also to the
Events Committee for arranging it all.
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PRAYERS – JANUARY
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th

Avon Close
Alison Court
Children starting a new term
Bays Road, our Friendship Lunch
Beresford Road
Billington Place
Blackthorn Close
Birch Court
Broadly Close
Those who work in our preschools and nurseries
Bowling Green
New Forest Prayer Pastors
Broomhill Close
Brownings Close
Chequers Close

16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th
31st

Clausen Way
Conifer Crescent, Messy Church
Corbin Road
Cowley Road
Curzon Place
The priests leading services
Deneside Copse
Edwards Close
Efford Way
Efford Court
Elm Avenue
Forest Court
Forward Drive
Fox Pond Lane
Parish Visitors
Youth Groups

THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED – JANUARY
If you would like someone to be remembered in the prayers at church on the nearest Sunday,
please give the name and date to one of our churchwardens, Teresa Nivison or Maureen Barnard.
1
Gladys DOE
18
Bill FENNER
3
Nellie LONGLAND
Betty TIPTON
4
Margaret PLUMBLY
19
Barbara LUKINS
Arthur LLOYD
20
Peter SOFFE
6
Barbara KLITZ
Harry SINGLEON
8
Sheila MOORE
21
Frederick SPARKS
9
Joan GUY
24
June RENOUF
Michael CARRICK
Joan BIX
10
Ruth SAUNDERS
25
Violet KEARL
11
Luke KEEN
26
Sheila HOLLAND
12
Joyce HARRIS
28
Dennis KNIGHT
Elaine MILLER
Douglas GATES
13
Olive SPRACK
Peter FISHER
15
Mona Emily Dawn SIMS
29
Raymond OSEY
16
Christine TAYLOR
30
Ian RICKMAN
Gordon SPEED
Lydia HUTCHINS
18
Anthony WYATT

IN PRAYER
26th November
27th November
4th December

Pamela Wilson, rest in peace
Anthony Henry Hayward, rest in peace
Irene Page, rest in peace
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WINTER
By Rebecca Rickaby
Silently the traveller sweeps through the great door. His boots muffled on the
thick matting as he stamps his feet; knocking off the mud. Relieved of his
heavy, black, fur lined cloak, trimmed with silver, He sits, his boots drawn off
by willing hands. Replaced with warmed, dry, richly embroidered, slippers.
At last he is home.
The family close, gathered together as one.
With a satisfied smile, he looks in upon his wife, his Queen Summer, snuggled
down under the protective cover, Exhausted, sleeping, dreaming, lit by the
moonbeam shimmering through the window and the glow of the banked fire.
Quietly he pulls the door to.
Walking through the house he spies light through a doorway. “Working late
again?” he softly asks his brother. Gently caressing the cheek of the child,
warmed by the fire, curled up in the rocker, enfolded in soft blankets. She stirs
as an icy draft passes over her, but Spring does not wake.
With books balanced precariously on the desk, Autumn, the Overseer, bends
over the great ledgers. Copper curls glowing in the candlelight. He looks up,
smiling, arms thrown out in welcome. He rises to greet the Lord of the House.
The brothers embrace, then sit in quiet companionship before the fire. Legs
stretched, ankles crossed. The tall, dark, austere traveller; the fit, bright young
man idly scratching the ears of the hounds. Tankards in hand, talking softly,
exchanging news of crops and yields, of journeys, of what has been and what
is to come.
Tis a time of respite, of peace, a time of planning and reflection.
The Winter King returns to lay the land to rest. He honours her labours, robes
her in a soft white velvet gown of snow, picked out with a crisp intricate lace
of frost. He is the Guardian of her fruitfulness, as she glows softly in the bright
silver light of the moon. Anticipating the family feast yet to come.
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PARISH CONTACTS
Church Office
Church Wardens
Parish Administrator
Associate Priest
Licensed Lay Minister
PCC Secretary
PCC Treasurer
Gift Aid Secretary
Envelope Scheme
Director of Music
St Mark’s Community Hall Manager
St Mark’s Community Hall Bookings
Electoral Roll Officer
Magazine Editor
Magazine Advertising
and Distribution
Traidcraft
Pennington Junior School
Bible Fellowship
Messy Church
Safeguarding
Pennington Good Neighbours
Data Protection Officer
New Forest Basics Bank

General Enquiries
01590 672896
Mrs Teresa Nivison
07541 842025
Mrs Maureen Barnard
07541 721440
Jackie Paul
01590 671813
Rev. Anne Elliott*
07553 552540
Phillip Attwood
07917 066727
Mrs Eve Jolly
01590 679310
Mrs Teresa Nivison
07541 842025
Mrs Maureen Barnard
07541 721440
Mrs Maureen Barnard
07541 721440
Dr. Leigh Jerwood
01590 678678
Mrs Shirley Saunders
01590 677628
Mrs Shirley Saunders
01590 677628
Mrs Diane Tapper
01590 674660
Mr Paul Young
07841 916526
Mr John Nivison
07541 842025
JohnNivison@stmarks-pennington.org.uk
Mrs Pat Wright
01590 678416
Headteacher
01590 672104
Mrs Ingrid Bolhoven
01590 677940
Mrs Sandy Negrescu
01590 675506
07502 421683
Phillip Attwood
07917 066727
Paul Young
07841 916526
01590 610008

*Not available on Friday

There are additional contact methods
available through our church website
(www.stmarks-pennington.org.uk) – as well
as general enquiries being welcome via email
to enquiries@stmarks-penninton.org.uk.
Whilst we work towards appointing a new priest
in charge for St Marks, we are very fortunate to
have Anne Elliott with us as a familiar face to
lead us in worship. For any day to day questions
in regards to St Marks however, please find our
church wardens are happy to help with any
questions you may have as they guide our church
through this time of interregnum.
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SERVICE TIMES AT ST MARKS
Holy Communion (BCP)
Family Communion
Evensong with Act of Healing
Morning Praise
Evensong
Holy Communion

Sundays, 8:00am
Sundays (except 3rd), 9:30am
1st Sunday, 6:00pm
3rd Sunday, 9:30am
3rd Sunday, 6:00pm
Wednesdays, 11:30am

For any changes to these services, please refer to the calendar on the inside
front cover of this magazine, on our parish notice boards or upon our
website.

REGULAR MEETINGS
Choir Practice
Coffee Morning
Rainbows
Brownies
Brownies
Guides
Beavers
Cubs
Scouts
Scouts
Explorers

(Church)
(St Mark’s Community Hall)
(Church)
(Pennington Guide hut)
(Pennington Guide hut)
(Pennington Guide hut)
(Pennington Guide hut)
(Pennington Scout hut)
(Pennington Scout hut)
(Pennington Scout hut)
(Pennington Scout hut)
(Pennington Scout hut)

Sundays, 8:45am
Wednesdays, 10:15 – 11:30am
Sundays, 8:45 – 9:30am
Tuesday, 3:45pm
Wednesday, 6:00pm
Thursday, 5:30pm
Thursday, 7:15pm
Thursday, 6:00pm
Wednesday, 6:30pm
Monday, 7:00pm
Friday, 7:00pm
Thursday, 8:00pm

St Marks welcomes all who come through our doors – be
your visit a brief one for the wedding of a friend or family,
or a regular one as a member of our church family. If you
wish to help St Marks to spread God's truth in our local
community and beyond, your donation is always welcome.
You can donate by text if you wish; simply send the message PRAY25 and your
donation amount to 70070 to donate to St Marks Church - for example, 'PRAY25 £5'
- and make a difference today.
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