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  St Marks Church 

Pennington 
 

To love, to serve, to give to all ς ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ bŀƳŜ 

Minimum Price ς 50p JUNE 2017 
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FROM THE PULPIT  
At this time of year, some folk are on holiday, others are looking 
forward to going away, or having friends come and visit.   Others 
are preparing for the surge of incoming tourists into our beautiful 
area, and settling down for a quiet time at home. 
 
However we refresh ourselves, by going out or staying at home, we 

all need space for ourselves to restore and recover from the daily tasks which fill our 
days.  For some, this may be a ten-minute break a few times a week, for others it may 
be two weeks on a cruise: the circumstances of our lives differ so much and we can 
only respond to the opportunities available to us at any given time. 
 
Jesus was clear that He needed space for himself, and He spent this time in prayer with 
God, his Father.  He would go away from his close friends, frequently to secluded 
places, to find that space when He could talk with and listen to God.   He could also 
rest his body after the long days of walking, and restore himself after giving out so 
much spiritually and emotionally to the many people He helped and healed.   Often, 
He would spend whole nights in prayer. 
 
When God created us, He designed us to function through having rest.   After all, most 
of us feel somewhat restored after a night's sleep.  We all expect to spend some time 
at least in bed every night.   So, what is it that stops us from recognising that God also 
designed us to take one day a week resting from our usual routine, and spending at 
least some of that day focussed on Him, in prayer, worship, or just 'being' in His 
presence?  We know that in the Ten Commandments, we are told to 'keep the Sabbath 
holy', in other words, to spend one day in every week set apart from earthly concerns.   
 
Do we think that we know how we function better than God does?   We all have our 
excuses, and it's not easy to step aside, especially when we have dependants who need 
daily care.   When Jesus lived on this earth, He showed us how to live that 'rest day' in 
love, not through duty.   What matters is our attitude to what we are doing, even if we 
are bound to be involved in caring for the needs of others in any way (and for the Jews 
in Jesus' time, this meant preparing their meals the previous day to avoid 'working' on 
the Sabbath!), or even working because we have a seven-day working week.  
 
While time to relax clearly helps our bodies, and time praying with God clearly restores 
our souls - and these are the chief aims of our rest day - it is unlikely we will spend a 
whole 24 hours resting and praying, unless we are on a Christian retreat.   So, what can 
we do?   We can pray to God whatever we are doing - while setting time aside to pray 
is the best way, if we can't do this for whatever reason, we can all pray while we cook 
a meal, do the washing up, dress a child, or while we are walking or driving.   We can 
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all have an attitude of love as we deliver our neighbour's shopping, feed a relative, or 
make a hospital visit.  We can do everything through the love and strength given to us 
by God when we do His will in our lives.    
 
Enjoy any moments or days you have set apart with God, He loves being with you in 
everything you do through Him, and will bless you abundantly.     
Yours in Christ, Anne 

READINGS FOR FAMILY SERVICES 
Pentecost, 10:00am 
4th June New Testament Acts 2 : vv 1 ς 21 
 Gospel John 20 : vv 19 ς 23 

 
Trinity Sunday, 9:30am 
11th June New Testament 2 Corinthians 13 : vv 11 ς end 
 Gospel Matthew 28 : vv 16 ς end 

 
The First Sunday after Trinity, 9:30am 
18th June New Testament Romans 5 : vv 1 ς 8 
 Gospel Matthew 9 : vv 35 ς 10. 8 

 
The Second Sunday after Trinity, 9:30am 
25th June New Testament Romans 6 : vv 1b ς 11 
 Gospel Matthew 10 : vv 24 ς 39 

²Lw95 Chw {h¦b5Χ 
The preacher was wired for sound with a lapel mike, and as he preached, he 
moved briskly about the platform, jerking the mike cord as he went. Then 
he moved to one side, getting wound up in the cord and nearly tripping 
before jerking it again. 
 
After several circles and jerks, a little girl in the third pew leaned toward her 
mother and whispered, "If he gets loose, will he hurt us?" 
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Date  Time Details 

1st Thursday 10:00 Churchyard working party 

  12:30 Friendship Lunch 

2nd Friday 15:00 Wedding Service for Kerri and Mark 

4th Sunday 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 

  10:30 Family Communion with PCC Welcome 

  12:00 Baptism service for Casey 

  18:00 Evensong, with act of healing 

5th Monday 10:30 Staff Meeting 

  19:00 PCC Meeting 

7th Wednesday 10:15 Coffee Morning, Church Centre, ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ΨwŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ 

  11:00 Sharing Scripture, St Marks Lady Chapel 

  11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips 

11th Sunday 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 

  09:30 Family Communion 

12th Monday 10:30 Staff Meeting 

13th Tuesday 13:30 Strictly Come Crafting, Church Centre 

14th Wednesday 10:15 Coffee Morning, Church Centre 

  11:00 Sharing Scripture, St Marks Lady Chapel 

  11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips 

15th Thursday 19:30 !ǊŎƘŘŜŀŎƻƴΩǎ Visitation at Christchurch Priory 

18th Sunday 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 

  09:30 Family Communion 

  17:30 Refreshments served before evening service 

  18:00 Evening Worship 

19th Monday 10:30 Staff Meeting 

  15:45 Meditation group - Lady Chapel 

  15:00 Holidays at Home planning meeting 

20th Tuesday 14:00 Events sub committee meeting 

21st Wednesday 10:15 Coffee Morning, Church Centre 

  11:00 Sharing Scripture, St Marks Lady Chapel 

  11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips 

  15:00 Messy Church 

25th Sunday 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 

  09:30 Family Communion with PCC Welcome 

  18:00 Evensong 

26th Monday 10:30 Staff Meeting 

27th Tuesday 13:30 Strictly Come Crafting, Church Centre 

28th Wednesday 10:15 Coffee Morning, Church Centre with monthly draw club 

  11:00 Sharing Scripture, St Marks Lady Chapel 

  11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips 
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ST MARKS DRAW CLUB 
 
The winning numbers for the recent prize draw were as follows: 
congratulations to our winners! 
 First Second Third 

April 475 691 608 

CHURCH CENTRE 
Mon 09:00 ς 10:30 Yoga 
 13:45 ς 14:45 Pilates 
 15:30 ς 20:15 /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 5ŀƴŎƛƴƎ 
Tue 09:30 ς 10:30 Zumba 
 13:30 ς 16:00 NHS Retirement Fellowship (1st Tuesday only) 
 13:30 ς 16:00 Strictly Come Crafting (2nd and 4th Tuesdays) 
 18:15 ς 19:15 Pilates 
Wed 10:15 ς 11:30 Coffee Mornings 
 15:30 ς 17:15 Messy Church (once a month, see calendar) 
Thu 18:15 ς 20:15 Pilates 

 

CONTACT DETAILS FOR BOOKINGS 
Church Centre Bookings Shirley Saunders 01590 677628 
Pilates Lynda Hutchins 01425 638464 
Children's Dancing Kayleigh Sergeant 01425 616750 
Yoga Anna Hasling 01202 434789 
Zumba Lucy Thomas 01590 645919 
Strictly Come Crafting Dorothy Davies 01590 676163 
NHS Retirement Fellowship Jacqui Allan 02380 666603 

 

9±9bLbD tw!¸9w{Χ 
The little boy was saying his go-to-
ōŜŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻǿ ǾƻƛŎŜΦ άL 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊ ȅƻǳΣ ŘŜŀǊΣέ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ 
whispered. 
 
ά²ŀǎƴΩǘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣέ said the 
small one firmly. 
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OUR COMMUNITY 
News and events from various groups in and around Pennington. 

CHURCHYARD REPORT 
Ingrid Bolhoven, 01590 677940 
After a long dry spell, the much-needed rains have arrived, 
with the resultant spurt in growth of grass and flowers.  The 
bird bath has been mended so hopefully the birds will soon 
rediscover their drinking bowl.  We were given some wild 

flower seeds, which have been scattered, so after the rain, will hopefully spring 
into life.  On a sunny and dry day, a couple of lizards were seen resting on the 
back of the church walls.  At the slightest movement, they will dart away for 
cover, so often you catch only a fleeting glance of them basking on any stone 
wall or log pile. There is plenty of bird life in the churchyard.  The tall white 
daisies are now appearing, and will soon form a carpet of white and yellow.  I 
was recently in Bristol, wandering round the 45 acre Arnos Vale Victorian 
Graveyard and Cemetery.  A fascinating area and I find myself drawn back to 
revisit the old gravestones and research some famous names in times gone by.  
The Council now run the graveyard, but it is an enormous task for the 
volunteers.  The usual story of a once well-kept area, fallen into a tangle of 
regenerated trees, brambles (and so on), due to the men working there going 
to fight two world wars, and the area falling into such a sad state. 
 
In June, the common spotted orchids will appear; already the spotted leaves 
are in evidence, on the far side of the Common, towards the Copse. 
 
We meet on the first 
Thursday in the month from 
10, and would love some 
help especially in the 
summer months when we 
are low in numbers due to 
holidays.  If you have any 
questions or items of 
interest, do let me know, 
and we will give them our 
attention.  
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PENNINGTON WI 
On Tuesday 8th May, 33 members, 2 visitors and 1 pooch 
gathered in the Pennington WI hall for the monthly meeting 
which was then followed by the AGM. The meeting opened 
with the time honoured tradition of singing Jerusalem. 
President Di welcomed everyone to the hall including our 

WIA Ros Cooper. President Di gave thanks for the lovely arrangement for the 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ǘŀōƭŜΩǎ ǊƻǎŜ ōƻǿƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ 
were read out, agreed and signed. 
  
President Di gave her report on all the recent Pennington WI events, all of 
which were successful. 
 

¶ The inaugural Play Reading Group was a success with lots of laughs. 

¶ The April Craft Workshop was good fun and interesting. 

¶ The new members meeting was successful and informative with 11 
new members coming along. 

¶ The Lunch Club enjoyed a tasty lunch at The House Martin but was a 
ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ƭǳƴŎƘǘƛƳŜ ǎŜǘ ƳŜƴǳ ŀƴŘ 
thought it was a little pricey. 

¶ President Di gave a report on the recent fundraising Jumble Sale and 
was pleased to announce that over £500 was raised. 

  
CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 5ƛΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ 
activities including the monthly Play Reading Group, Lunch Club and Craft 
Workshop (the next one is all about Quilling). She also covered some upcoming 
ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ !ǳƎǳǎǘΩǎ ƻǳǘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ .ŜŜǘƭŜ 5ǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ 
and the Arts Festival in July. President Di also reminded the members that 
ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛster their entries 
for the New Forest Show Wi Tent competitions. 
  
Secretary Carol Labram was up next to go over the correspondence 
highlighting some interesting items in the current edition of Hampshire News. 
Carol also went over various articles of correspondence including the new 
Denman College brochure. Following on from the correspondence, Treasurer 
Di Young gave a brief report on the accounts with more information 
particularly our fundraising efforts to follow in the AGM part of the meeting.  
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Presidenǘ 5ƛ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨōƻŀǊŘǎΩ ǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
notices and sign-up sheets for various outings, activities and competitions. 
  
Treasurer Di then gave a brief overview about the two resolutions, alleviating 
loneliness and plastic soup.   
  
The standard meeting was wrapped up with the usual raffle and refreshments.  
¢ƘŜ !Da ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΣ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 5ƛ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōƻǳǉǳŜǘ ƻŦ 
flowers to show their gratitude for standing as President for 3 years in row and 
Ros Cooper followed to help the members vote for their new President, 
Daphne Gold. The new committee then met to nominate their Treasurer and 
Secretary. Di Young agreed to remain as Treasurer and Samantha Young 
volunteered to be Secretary. 
 

HOLIDAYS AT HOME 2017 
Joy Elphinstone 
Last summer saw the Ist highly successful Holiday@Home event organised by 
St Mark's: the idea was to give those people in the parish who might not have 
a holiday, a project to look forward to - something to enjoy that was a bit 
different. 
 
At the beginning of August, a group of 12 parishioners along with a handful of 
helpers went to have tea and a look around the magnificent grounds of 
Highcliffe castle, driving along in a minibus gave everyone a good view of the 
countryside and coast at Milford on the way - and the weather was good 
enough to have tea and cake outside in the castle grounds. We were joined by 
one of the castle guides 
who gave us some of the 
history of Highcliffe 
castle and then many 
people strolled around 
the grounds and 
enjoyed the panoramic 
view over the Solent 
before returning home. 
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The following day was based at the Church centre with the general theme of 
"Cruising". The "Crew" were dressed in nautical fashion and the hall was 
decorated to give an idea of being aboard ship. 
 
The day included a fascinating talk from a ship's surgeon, various quizzes, a 
workshop making "Survival Kits" a nautical inspired singing session, a delicious 
buffet lunch - and an endless supply of tea, coffee and cake. Everyone joined 
in with the festivities and had a very enjoyable day. Payment for lunch and the 
day was by donation. 
 
This year another H@H is planned: this time there will be an afternoon boat 
trip out from Hythe on Thursday August 3rd, followed by a "Camping" day on 
Thursday August 10th, based at the Church centre. Details will appear in the 
July magazine - but please save the day if you would be interested! 
 
The boat trip will be on the Alison MacGregor, a pleasure boat adapted for 
those with mobility limitations. The professional crew of volunteers take the 
boat up the Hamble river, the Itchen or around the Southampton docks to see 
the cruise ships (depending on the state of the tide). The trip takes two hours 
during which time we have tea and cake: the boat has a canopy and rugs are 
available if it turns cold, and there is a WC on board. Transport can be arranged 
to take passengers to Hythe leaving Pennington about 1pm and returning by 
5pm. The only charge is paid to the Alison MacGregor for refreshments. 
 
The following Thursday the "Camping" day at the Church Centre will start at 
11am and come to an end by 3:30pm. There will be an interesting programme 
to enjoy including a talk from a local author - who has written several books 
about life in the New Forest -various General Knowledge pub type quizzes, 
hand massage, "Thought for the Day", a creative project to make and take 
home, some "campfire songs", a hearty lunch, and refreshments served 
throughout the day. 
 
Transport to and from the church centre can be arranged for those that need 
and there is no payment required for the camping day - although donations 
are always welcome.  
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1ST LYMINGTON BROWNIES 
 Erika Rutter (tawny owl) 
We started the term by asking the girls what they would like 
to do: they had lots of ideas, so with games enjoyed outside 
one evening and hand-made sock puppets on another, we also 
enjoyed a camp fire with marshmallows (yummy!) 
 

We'll be having a bring your Dad evening coming up soon - more about that 
next time!  
 

OUR TRIP TO NEPAL! 
Erkia and Hannah 
With a group of seventeen and ages ranging from 
seventeen to fifty-nine, we started our adventure in 
Nepal in a hotel for one night in Kathmandu. 
 
From here, we went to see the Swayambhunath - a 

Buddhist stupa and monastery - which is over 2,000 years old and indeed the 
oldest in the world. From here, we enjoyed stunning views over fantastic 
valleys and found ourselves surrounded by wild monkeys! 
 
Trusting ourselves to a very small 
plane, we travelled on to Pokhara - 
where we had a further hour drive in a 
very bumpy coach to Nayapul: the 
start of our trek.  We would trek daily 
around five to six hours, travelling up 
from 1,300m to 4,130m ς ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
4,265ft to 13,550ft ς above sea level. 
 
Within the nineteen days of our trip, 
we found some of it very hard walking 
ς meaning we could more greatly 
enjoy the flat parts and descents. Our 
travels took us to Chomrong, the 
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largest village in the region ς 
which only has a few shops and 
bakery: our exit from Chomrong 
was by climbing up 2,000 steps 
through rural farmland and into 
thick forest ς where again, we 
found wild monkeys in the trees 
and rhododendrons. 
 
We reached the Annapurna 
Camp on day eight: it was very 
cold and it snowed in the night - 
but this all added to an amazing view all around us, where through the crisp 
air, you could see the top of Everest. The next week saw us coming down, 
crossing suspension bridges and climbing those 2,000 steps and seeing yet 
more fantastic views. 
 
Our trip came to an end in Nayapul, that final stretch completed within four 
hours.  We met the coach for the bumpy drive back to Pokhara, where we had 
two nights in a hotel there.  That was simply heaven ς we had forgotten what 
a joy hot water could be!  We took the opportunity to visit the World Peace 
Stupa - which was quite amazing: however, we had to cross a large river by 
boat to get there ς and I am not keen on boats. 
 
With one last night in 
Kathmandu - where 
we did some gift 
shopping -  we 
enjoyed a very nice 
dinner to finish the 
holiday: all the more 
memorable thanks to 
the friendliness of 
those we met, as well 
as the porters who 
travelled with us on 
our trek.   
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ORGAN RESTORATION APPEAL 
Within the chancel of St Marks stands 
our organ, which remains largely 
unaltered from the originally installed 
instrument - built by Bishop & Son 
around 1904, the instrument is 
situated on the north side of the 
chancel and extends partially into the 
vestry behind. With musical pipes 
nestled within an oak carved trellis, our 
organ has led song for new lives 
coming together through marriage, 
provided the right note as we say a 
fond farewell to loved ones and brings 

our congregation together for worship each and every week. 
 
However, the decades from initial installation have taken their toll upon this centre 
piece to music at St Marks. Our organists are very talented to make the most of 
squeeky pedals and leaky pipes - but as time goes by, the quality of the music the organ 
can produce diminishes. 
 
St Marks are applying for grants towards the costs of restoring this instrument, 
however we will be short of the full amount to cover the cost for this. Therefore, we 
would be grateful for your generosity, if you feel able to donate to this cause. 
 

Name  Date      /     /      

Address  

  

  

 
c I wish Gift Aid to apply to the above donation. 
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I play less Income Tax and / or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax 
year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all donations, it is my responsibility to pay any difference 

 
Please return this form with your cheque donation (payable to St Marks PCC) to: 
Mrs Teresa Nivison, 6 Stratford Place, Lymington, SO41 9TL  
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SHEEP 
By Paul Young 

You know, I take issue with Isaiah. Yes, the book is prophetic and above many 
other prophets gives perhaps the clearest indication of Jesus manner of arrival, 
mission and death. But, really: why liken me to a sheep? 
 
{ƘŜŜǇ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ exactly the smartest in the animal kingdom. Woolly by body, 
woolly by nature, sheep are scatty beasts who rightly have a reputation of 
being gullible. They remind me of our Persian cat too; with fur that collects all 
the brambles and detritus from the garden and leaves it messily on the living 
ǊƻƻƳ ŦƭƻƻǊΦ aŜǎǎȅ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΣ ǎƘŜŜǇ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΤ ǿŜŀƪ 
ŀƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜƭŜǎǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊŜŘŀǘƻǊǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƭŦ 
than the sheep. 
 
Sure, sheep have their uses. But, their ǳǎŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŜǇŘƻƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ 
herd and guide the sheep ς reciprocal with the shepherd: rather sheep are 
useful for what can be taken from them ς their fleecy wool or their very lives 
for meat. 
 
{ƻΣ L ǘŀƪŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǎƘŜŜǇΦ LΩƳ not dim witted, weak or 
ƎǳƭƭƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŘƎŜǊƻǿ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘŀƛǊΦ LΩƳ 
ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊΣ ǎƳŀǊǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƛŘƛŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜƳΥ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΣ ƛŦ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƘŜƴ LΩŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ 
ōŜ ƭƛƪŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ Ŏŀǘ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǎƘŜŜǇΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ L Ŏan 
admire. 
 
IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴƛƳŀƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƘŜŜǇ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀƭƭ 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΥ ƻǾŜǊ рлл ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘΦ tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ   
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however, when you consider how important sheep were to the agricultural life 
of the Hebrews and similar peoples. 
 
.ǳǘ ǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ǎƘŜŜǇ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ 
people? 
 
Taking a step back I am of course independent and free thinking. However, 
what do we humans tend to do with that gift? Some use it to help others ς but 
many use it to personal gain at the expense of others. Many use this gift in a  
way that can be of disastrous impact on those around them and others exploit 
this gift to dupe those of a trusting disposition. 
 
!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǿŜŀƪ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜƭŜǎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƘŜŜǇΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ 
more like our fleecy cousins ς in our wayward and scatty behaviour towards 
others. 
 
If we as humanity can be compared to sheep then perhaps it is just as well that 
Jesus often likened himself to a shepherd. 
 
Being a shepherd was not a glamorous one, back in the first century, but it was 
an important one: indeed, the roles of a shepherd were many. They had a 
responsibility to feed the sheep and ensure all are fed: even the weaker ones 
who would be carried to the feeding pasture (Isaiah 40:11). They would guide 
the sheep to the pasture and away from the rough places and precipices 
(Psalms 23:1-4). They would seek out and protect those sheep who became 
lost (Matthew 18:11-12). They would protect the sheep, even to the extent of 
sacrificing their own life for the sheep (Hebrews 13:20). 
 
Why did I include references to particular biblical passages above? Being akin 
ǘƻ ǎƘŜŜǇ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ ƛŦ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ 
our best interest. As John recounts in his Gospel, this is precisely what Jesus is 
ς but more importantly how we can know that he is OUR shepherd. 
 
Have you pets? Have you ever taken a long holiday and come home to your cat 
or dog ς who is beside themselves with joy to see you ōŀŎƪ ŀƎŀƛƴΚ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
person you had pet-sit for you did a great job and was probably an animal lover 
like you: but then why does your pet react so much more to you than another? 
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Our pets recognise us. They know who we are and know we are part of their 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ǎǳǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜΣ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǇŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
we can provide for their needs and they are grateful to us for that ς and react 
appropriately when we return. 
 
Likewise, those who have recognised the truth in Jesus can know by the record 
of his deeds and love for us that Jesus is the leader of our family. Sheep know 
their shepherd over any other, as we can know Jesus too. 
 
{ƻΣ ƛŦ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƪƛƴ ǘƻ ǎƘŜŜǇΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΥ L ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ Ƴȅ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ 
ƛǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇƛŜǊ. 
 

OVERFLOW 
By Paul Young 
I recently recounted how, on Maundy Thursday, the culmination of the service 
left me with a sense of loss. How, witnessing in silence the clearing away of the 
trappings that represent Christ in our lives, I could imagine and mirror that 
emptiness in myself as well. 
 
That feeling of loss was due to an important reason. If Christ came to Earth as 
a doorway to God but the events of Maundy Thursday had been the end rather 
than a chapter in his story, I very well would have that loss within me forever. 
The author of Ecclesiastes knew well what accounts for that one feeling of loss, 
ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ о Ƙƻǿ άƘŜ Ƙŀǎ Ǉǳǘ ŜǘŜǊƴƛǘȅ ƛƴǘƻ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ȅŜǘ ǎƻ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘέΦ 
There is a wonder all around us, in the universe God created: from the majesty 



29 
of the infinite skies above us all the way down to the perfect beauty that lies 
within the building block cells of a blade of grass. 
 

Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and 
opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me. 

Revelation 3:20 ESV 
 
To fill that emptiness inside of us and gain a true understanding of how God 
has a role in every aspect of our lives (and indeed the world and universe 
around us), John had an answer in Revelation. There is a calling on all of us to 
accept Jesus Gospel but also to go further and recognise how Jesus wants to 
ōŜ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΥ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ άƭŜǘ 
Jesus into our ƭƛǾŜǎέΦ 
 
.ǳǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ /ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ƛƴ 
ǳǎ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΚ LŦ DƻŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǳǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǎǳǊŜƭȅΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƛƴŘ 
offer from Jesus ς ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘΣ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΚ 
 
L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘrue that Christian or not, the spirit of God touches each and 
every one of us. All of us are capable of outstanding kindness and compassion 
ŀƴŘ ŀ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ DƻŘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǳƴǊŜǎǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ 
child. However, despite the divine within us, our mistakes and flaws block this 
from us. Our highly coveted free will rejects that truth within us, leaving us to 
assume we know best, regardless of what the essence of God within us might 
have to say. 
 
Understanding the Gospel then is not enough: we must live it and as a mentor 
and guide through our lives, what better lead could we have that from Jesus 
Christ himself? 
 
L ŀƳ сŦǘ ǘŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƭƛƳ ōǳƛƭŘ όŀƭōŜƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ 9¢ ōŜƭƭȅύΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ 
lot of space and ς although it can be a bit cramped in economy ς can easily fit 
ƻƴ ŀ ǎŜŀǘ ƻƴ ŀ ǇƭŀƴŜΦ aȅ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƻƻ ōŀŘΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ ōŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƳŜ 
from time to time about forgetting important things: but I know my memory 
ƛǎƴΩǘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŀǎ ǊŜŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ Ƴȅ Ǉŀǎǘ ƎǊƻǿ ƘŀȊȅ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ōack I try to 
recall. 
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God is infinitely more than I could ever be. God is in all places and in all things: 
I of course am not and am clearly finite with a clear distinction as to where I 
start and where I end. 
 
If Jesus is more than a man ς rather the embodiment of God on earth ς how 
can the finite me accept Jesus call and accept the infinite within my heart? The 
vessel of my soul can surely not account for the volume that is Jesus gift to me? 
 
But then, perhaps that is the point. If I can accept Jesus into my life and 
embrace him within my heart ς but fail to contain a truth that is beyond my 
ability to measure ς then as a consequence, that truth will overflow from me. 
As Christians, we therefore can-not only know Jesus in our lives; we can 
demonstrate to others what that is actually like ς as that spirit of truth we 
accept into ourselves will be apparent to those we meet and talk to. 
 
If Jesus is a gift freely given, then surely - ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƛŦǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘ 
when shared. 
 

WISLEY 
By Ingrid Bolhoven 

After much planning and with thanks to Jackie our Administrator, Teresa, and 
John for looking after the car parking, Saturday the 6th May had finally come 
and we all arrived well on time to board the coach for our Church and Friends 
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outing to RHS Wisley. We had a pleasant and unencumbered journey to 
Wisley: once through the gates the majority of us split into two groups with 
two friendly guides taking us round the gardens on a very interesting one-and-
a-half-hour tour. 
 

We heard how the RHS began in 
1903 and how it evolved and is still doing so today with a massive upgrading 
of some of the buildings and gardens.  The Azaleas, Peonies and Wisteria were 
magnificent, as seen in the photos Erika and I took.   I took advantage of the 
RHS Free Advice Desk for members 
in the Plant Centre and had a couple 
of plants identified. The RHS does 
much in education circles, especially 
with young people, and a career in 
Horticulture, in varying areas, is very 
worthwhile and worthy of 
investigation ς but then I am biased 
as my Danish Grandfather trained at 
Kew Gardens, and the interest has 
passed down through our family to 
each generation. 
 
Enjoy the photos and if an 
opportunity arises, Wisley is worth a 
visit any time of the year to witness 
the unfolding of each glorious 
season.   



32 

  



33 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PRAYERS ς JUNE 
1st CTLP and our monthly Friendship Lunch 16th Highfield Road 

2nd Kerri and Mark on their wedding day 17th Hillside Road 

3rd Parish Admin and Church Wardens 18th Holly Court 

4th Casey, being baptised today 19th Holm Oaks 

5th Gordon Road 20th Homewood House 

6th Genoa Close 21st Our monthly Messy church 

7th Grafton Gardens 22nd Our organist and choir 

8th Lymington Hospital 23rd Servers and acolytes 

9th Greenway Close 24th Howards Mead 

10th Those who work and live in our care homes 25th Juniper Close 

11th Haglane Copse 26th Oakhaven Hospice 

12th Harford Close 27th Kerry Close 

13th Hazel Road 28th Kingston Park 

14th Those who use our church centre 29th Lawn Road 

15th Highfield Avenue 30th Leelands 

THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED ς JUNE 
If you would like someone to be remembered in the prayers at church on the nearest Sunday, 
please give the name and date to one of our churchwardens, Teresa Nivison or Maureen Barnard. 
 

4th Pauline ELSWORTH 23rd John DAVIS 

 Ted PRESS  Brian PARK 

6th David BODLEY-SCOTT 25th Robert PRESS 

12th Roy BLANCHARD  Norah LYNN 

16th Len SQUIRES 26th Leonard FLETCHER 

18th Edna BANKS  Walter SAINES 

 Ralph LEECH 27th Robert WORSELY 

19th Vivian JENKINS 28th Alice Mavis RALPH 

SHORT PRAYERS 
Prayers do not have to ōŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊΧ 
 

¶ Peter (Matt 14.30): Ψ[ƻǊŘΣ ǎŀǾŜ ƳŜΗΩ 

¶ A Canaanite woman (Matt 15.25): Ψ[ƻǊŘΣ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜΦΩ 

¶ Samuel (1 Sam. 3:10): Ψ{ǇŜŀƪΣ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎΩΦ 

¶ Psalm 43.3: Ψh ǎŜƴŘ ƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊǳǘƘΤ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƭŜŀŘ ƳŜΤ 
ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ōǊƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ Ƙƻƭȅ Ƙƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎΦΩ 
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