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Dear All

It is a great sign of a great organisation that when people go away 
the show goes on, and David and Lynn very ably carried out all the 
roles in my absence, many thanks.

In terms of an update there are quite a few moving parts which I 
have listed below:

1. This is the last week we will be working with NFDC to 
provide food parcels for the vulnerable self-isolators. Alternative 
support has been put in place by the NFDC, but I expect we will still 
continue to see further referrals from this category. I received an 
email from Jamie Burton expressing the NFDC’s gratitude.

2. The schools’ project at New Milton continues, but we are 
down to 32 families from 54 when at the height of the crisis, and at 
least 2/3 now collect their parcels from the new building.

3. Fareshare continue to supply wonderful almost free food, but 
this has meant we have had to hire another container. We, as a group 
of trustees, are constantly monitoring how much this is costing and 
bluntly whether it is cost-effective, and at present we are convinced that 
we are taking the appropriate action. Our weekly spend has decreased 
considerably as Lynn has introduced a very effective system whereby we 
are more selective when we fill the parcels ensuring we don’t over-supply 
high cost items such as coffee, toiletries, fairy liquid and so on, for those 
clients receiving regular weekly parcels.

4. The tarmac has been finished around the building.

5. Lynn has introduced training slots for all new and returning volunteers to see how the new building works, 
and we all look forward to seeing you volunteering via the new Sign Me Up system, which makes the daily workings 
of the NFBB so much easier.

6. Hilary Tudor has started installing the new SalesForce referral system, and we hope to go live next week 
which will make the whole referral system work seamlessly. Time will tell!

In March of this year a local group of sewers called ‘New Forest Sewing for the NHS’, spearheaded by Gavin Jones, 
committed to making PPE for the NHS, which included everything from gowns out of recycling bags, scrubs and 
scrub bags from donated material. As time moved on, they realised that the next great demand would be for face 
masks for the general public, and so they set about gathering material required from local suppliers who have been 
incredibly supportive of their endeavours, such as Nicola’s Fabrics in Lymington and Timeless Fabrics in Milford on 
Sea, and many others in Ringwood, New Milton etc., who gave some free materials and also a lot of support. And so 
the Mask Tree was born, and those passing by we able to choose a mask from the ‘tree’ and make a donation. Various 
local charities have been supported by this activity, including ours. I am delighted to report that we have received an 
astonishing £2000 plus to date! So, thank you to all those magnificent sewers. We are very grateful.

Stocking up for 
when furlough 
ends

Parcels ready to 
dispatch to families
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Another fundraising story comes from 10 year old artist Alex Mugford in 
Boldre, whose designs were picked up online by tee shirt company ‘1 of 
100’ who asked him if they could use one of his designs. They work with a 
lot of record labels and well-known designers, so this was a real honour. 
Many of their limited-edition designs are produced for charity and they 
asked Alex who he’d like to support, to which Alex replied New Forest 
Basics Bank. Thank you, Alex! We look forward to hearing more, but in 
the meantime if anyone wishes to purchase one of Alex’s charity edition 
t-shirts, here is the link: https://weare1of100.co.uk/t-shirts/by-alex/

On Friday one of our new volunteers who is a GP from New Milton, (whose 
children have worked tirelessly since the start of lock down as drivers/
lifters and shifters and shoppers), said to me; “you know Oli, 
you have been visited by many angels in the last 14 weeks, it is 
wonderful to watch.”

As always, I am available for any questions or concerns by email  
oliver.stanley@basicsbank.org.uk. When you want to return to the 
NFBB, you will be welcomed and very much needed.

Yours ever 

 

Oli Stanley 
Chairman, New Forest Basics Bank  
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