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FROM THE PULPIT 
Every year we celebrate Rogation in church – and everyone is 
welcome to these services which this year will be held on Sunday 
21 May. So, what exactly is Rogation: what are we celebrating? 
 
Christians took over a tradition of a Graeco-Roman religion, based 
on a procession involving divine favour to protect crops from 

mildew, which developed into our current pattern of ‘beating the bounds’, a 
procession around parish boundaries with prayers for blessing of the land. In more 
recent times, prayers for the land have been broadened to include the whole of the 
local community, and the stewardship of our world. This is now the focus of our 
morning service for Rogation, and our evening service offers a mini-procession around 
our church with prayers for our community.  
 
Asking for God’s blessing on our communities can only be done with integrity if we 
recognise our responsibilities in this world. We are called to love and care for all, which 
cannot be a passive activity – even prayer is active.  
 
It's easy to take for granted that the annual crops will provide our food over the winter, 
particularly now that few of us are directly involved in farming the land. We are indeed 
blessed in having frozen and tinned food as a backup. So, when we pray for our land 
and for a good harvest, how seriously do we consider the full implications of this – on 
the farmers themselves, on our neighbours, and indeed ourselves? We have only to 
look at the crisis in East Africa to see the effects of a failed harvest, whether this is due 
to poor weather or as a result of man-made circumstances. 
 
God gave us the earth to till the earth and ‘take care of it’. We are the stewards of this 
earth, and it's up to us to see that we use the resources we have been blessed with to 
the advantage of everyone on this planet. We may think that the responsibility for it 
lies with Governments and the farmers themselves, and indeed the decisions of 
Governments and the practical work of farmers do play a large part in the production 
of food. 
 
But we are not excused from our part in stewarding the earth. We are called to share 
our food with the hungry, to offer shelter to our neighbour, and to treat the earth 
gently. Our attitude to the resources of this world, and to all we have been given, is 
the foundation of a caring and thankful world. God has provided; we are called to 
respond with the same generosity he has towards us. It's our choice – and how we 
choose will affect not only our own lives today, but those of future generations.  
Be thankful, Anne 
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READINGS FOR 9:30AM SERVICES 
The Fourth Sunday of Easter 

7th May New Testament Acts 2 : vv 42 – end 
 Gospel John 10 : vv 1 – 10 

 
The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

14th May New Testament Acts 7 : vv 55 – end 
 Gospel John 14 : vv 1 – 14 

 
The Sixth Sunday of Easter; Rogation Sunday 

21st May New Testament Acts 17 : vv 22 - 31 
 Gospel Luke 11 : vv 5 – 13 

 
The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

28th May New Testament Acts 1 : vv 6 – 14 
 Gospel John 17 : vv 1 – 11 

 

REV. PAUL RENYARD, VICAR OF ST MARK’S 
CHURCH, PENNINGTON 1995 – 2007 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINATION 
Paul is celebrating the 50th 
Anniversary of his Ordination to 
the Priesthood this year. He was 
ordained at Canterbury Cathedral 
on 21st May 1967 with 
Archbishop Michael Ramsey 
officiating. 
 
To mark this anniversary Paul will 
be presiding at St George’s 
Church, Oakdale, Poole on 21st 
May at 10am - to which anyone is 
most welcome to attend. 
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Date Time Details 
Tuesday 2nd 10:00 Staff Meeting 
Wednesday 3rd 10:15 Coffee Morning, Church Centre 
 11:00 Sharing Scripture, St Marks Lady Chapel 
 11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips 
Thursday 4th 10:00 Churchyard working party 
 12:30 Friendship Lunch 
 15:00 Funeral for Jane Quinn 
Saturday 6th 09:30 Outing to Wisley Gardens 
Sunday 7th 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 
 09:30 Family Communion with PCC Welcome 
 18:00 Evensong, with act of healing 
Monday 8th 10:30 Staff Meeting 
Tuesday 9th 13:30 Strictly Come Crafting, Church Centre 
 14:30 Events sub-committee meeting 
Wednesday 10th 10:15 Coffee Morning, Church Centre, followed by ‘Reflections’ 
 11:00 Sharing Scripture, St Marks Lady Chapel 
 11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips 
 14:30 Safeguarding meeting 
Thursday 11th 17:00 Renewal of vows, rehearsal 
Saturday 13th 15:00 Renewal of vows, Mr and Mrs Garlick 
Sunday 14th 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 
 09:30 Family Communion 
Monday 15th 10:30 Staff Meeting 
 15:45 Meditation group, meeting in the Lady Chapel 
Wednesday 17th 10:15 Coffee Morning, Church Centre 
 11:00 Sharing Scripture, St Marks Lady Chapel 
 11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips 
Thursday 18th 10:00 Payback team meeting 
Sunday 21st 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 
 09:30 Family Communion 
 18:00 Rogation service, Churchyard 
Monday 22nd 10:30 Staff Meeting 
 14:30 Standing Committee meeting 
 15:15 Buildings Committee meeting 
Tuesday 23rd 13:30 Strictly Come Crafting, Church Centre 
Wednesday 24th 10:15 Coffee Morning, Church Centre with draw club 
 11:00 Sharing Scripture, St Marks Lady Chapel 
 11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips 
 18:00 Wedding rehearsal 
Thursday 25th 19:00 Holy Communion for Ascension Day 
Saturday 27th 13:30 Wedding of Megan Adair and Scott Shave 
 - - : - - Book and Bric-a-brac stall, Lymington Market 
Sunday 28th 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 
 09:30 Family Communion 
 18:00 Evensong 
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REFLECTIONS 
Coffee and cake followed by 20 minutes of shared thoughts on the previous 
Sunday's Gospel reading (found in your newsheet under 'Today's services'). 
Join us at 10.15am on the First Wednesday of this month for coffee, followed 
by 'Reflections' at 10.30am, at the Church Centre. Cost is 50p each for coffee 
and cake. 

ST MARKS DRAW CLUB 
We would like to thank everyone for taking part in 2016/17.  £960 was given 
out in prize money and we were able to give £1000 to the Church funds.  
Thanks to all parishioners for supporting us in the current year and if you 
haven’t joined yet, now is the time! The winning numbers for the recent prize 
draw were as follows: congratulations to our winners! 

 First Second Third 

March 590 643 348 

CHURCH CENTRE 
Mon 09:00 – 10:30 Yoga 
 13:45 – 14:45 Pilates 
 15:30 – 20:15 Children’s Dancing 
Tue 09:30 – 10:30 Zumba 
 13:30 – 16:00 NHS Retirement Fellowship (1st Tuesday only) 
 13:30 – 16:00 Strictly Come Crafting (2nd and 4th Tuesdays) 
 18:15 – 19:15 Pilates 
Wed 10:15 – 11:30 Coffee Mornings 
 15:30 – 17:15 Messy Church (once a month, see calendar) 
Thu 18:15 – 20:15 Pilates 

CONTACT DETAILS FOR BOOKINGS 
Church Centre Bookings Shirley Saunders 01590 677628 
Pilates Lynda Hutchins 01425 638464 
Children's Dancing Kayleigh Sergeant 01425 616750 
Yoga Anna Hasling 01202 434789 
Zumba Lucy Thomas 01590 645919 
Strictly Come Crafting Dorothy Davies 01590 676163 
NHS Retirement Fellowship Jacqui Allan 02380 666603 
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OUR COMMUNITY 
News and events from various groups in and around Pennington. 

CHURCHYARD REPORT 
Ingrid Bolhoven, 01590 677940 
The churchyard is still enjoying a colourful display of Spring 
flowers with the Violets joining in with the Primroses and also 
a few Bluebells.  These are the native flowers which are quite 
distinct from the invasive Spanish Bluebells.  The native 

bluebells flowers grow along one side of the stem and quite visibly bend over.  
They are deep violet blue.  A genetic mutation occasionally causes white 
flowers.  The flowers are a narrow, straight-sided bell with parallel sides and 
the petal tips are reflexed (curl back).  The flowers have a sweet scent and the 
pollen is a creamy-white.  Any other colour denotes a non-native variety.  The 
Spanish bluebell (Hyacinthoides Hispanica) has green or blue pollen and the 
flower stem is stiff and upright and the flowers go all the way round the stem.  
They are wide open and the petal tips flare slightly outwards.  There is little or 
no scent.  If we find any non-native ones, we will dig them up as otherwise they 
cross pollinate with the native and weaken the strain. 
 

On Easter Sunday, those of us who 
attended the Dawn Eucharist 
Service at 6:15am (yes that is right) 
were treated to the dawn chorus, 
accompanying our service, which 
was a lovely way of blending 
creation with liturgy. 
 
The grass is now growing fast. We 
have trimmed and weeded the 

Lavender in the Memorial Garden, and added a few plants in the borders and 
the bank. 
    
The crocus, now over, will be protected from cutting for another month so the 
goodness goes back through the leaves into the plants to build them up for 
flowering next season.  There are paths to be kept open, and still plenty to do 
before the summer. 
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We meet on the first Thursday in 
the month (and sometimes in 
between in the growing season) 
at 10.0.  So do come along and 
join in and share a warm drink and 
chat at the same time.  If you have 
any queries about the graveyard, 
or have any items of interest you 
would like included in these 
notes, just let me know, and I will 
do my best to address them. 
 
I would again, request that families who place wreaths, (and so on) on graves, 
take them home with them when they are over so as to keep the rubbish down 
to a minimum.  Plastic doesn’t compost, and causes a lot of work, when we 
would rather spend the time ‘gardening’ and keeping the area nice for all to 
enjoy. 
 

PENNINGTON WI 
On Tuesday 11th April 2017, 33 members and a visitor 
gathered in the Pennington WI hall for the monthly meeting. 
After a short technical difficulty with the CD player, the 
meeting opened with the time-honoured tradition of singing 

Jerusalem. President Di asked members to volunteer to be a member of 
Pennington WI’s committee. President Di also confirmed the new Lymington 
WI Group Chairman and Secretary.  
 
President Di gave her report on all the recent Pennington WI events, the Quiz 
Night which raised nearly £300, the enjoyable Birthday Lunch at Brockenhurst 
College, the Spring Council meeting with Ranulf Fiennes as speaker, the Spring 
Group meeting with Kate Adey as speaker, the monthly craft workshop where 
Daphne Gold taught the art of Book Folding and then went on to remind 
everyone of the upcoming events and activities. President Di gave a quick 
mention on the entries for the competitions in the WI Tent at July’s New Forest 
Show and asked people to consider taking part in the Pennington WI Co-
Operative Craft and Produce entries. 
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Secretary Carol Labram went over the correspondence highlighting some 
interesting items in the current edition of the Hampshire News and various 
other articles of correspondence. Following that, Treasurer Di Young gave an 
interim statement on the accounts.  
 
President Di announced that the committee have been collecting quotes for 
getting the hall double-glazed, gave a brief explanation of the quotes and the 
members gave a majority vote to go ahead. 
 
Pennington WI are doing a collection of toiletries for Patrick House in 
Southampton and asked members to donate any toiletry items for men and 
women 
 
Following this, President Di introduced the guest speaker, Mrs Daniels, who 
gave a fascinating talk and showed interesting photographs about hidden 
gems to visit and see in Hampshire. The meeting was wrapped up with the 
usual raffle and refreshments. 
 
Pennington WI Upcoming Activities 
Pennington WI has had a busy spring so far not just with their usual monthly 
meeting but they also have a lot more planned for this year including: 

• The April Jumble Sale 

• New Members’ meeting 

• Monthly craft workshops open to everyone 

• Monthly ‘play-reading’ group  

• Weekly ‘Stitches & Stuff’ group every Tuesday 

• Fundraising stall at Lymington market in Moore Blatch’s courtyard in 
June 

• Arundel day trip in June  

• Lymington & Pennington Arts Festival in July  

• Chawton House and Watercress Line day trip in August 

• Skittle Tournament in October 

• Alstroemeria gardens trip in October 

• Taking part in the Pennington Residents Association events including 
the Donkey Derby in July, the community litter picking in the summer 
and the Christmas Fair in December. 
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1ST LYMINGTON BROWNIES 
Paul Young (editor) 
I’ve not actually had an update from Erika for this month, 
since Erika – and many from the Brownies and Guides – 
were in Nepal!  The following I’ve taken from a Facebook 
page put forward by the group for you to read. 
 

A group of people set off on this trip not really knowing what lay ahead, but 
they took every challenge in their stride - literally! There were lots of ups and 
downs - but we have come back stronger, both mentally and physically: having 
made special friendships along the way from sharing the experience. 
 
Thank you to all our friends who have followed our page and I hope you enjoy 
listening to our tales of adventure when we see you and have been inspired to 
have your own adventures. Namaste! 
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HELP URGENTLY REQUIRED 
Could you be the refreshments manager we are looking for? 
Lyndhurst Deanery are urgently searching for a capable volunteer to head the 
Refreshment Team at the 2017 New Forest Show. We need someone who can 
spare us a week of their time at the end of July for an intense burst of activity, 
organising the work rota and setting up the refreshment area, ready for an 
influx of up to 1,000 thirsty people each day. People give by donation only, so 
there is a minimum of cash handling involved. 
 
There is a keen and happy team of volunteers waiting to welcome you and to 
assist you in the provision of drinks from 8am until 5pm, for the 25th, 26th and 
27th July. One day either side will be needed for setting up and closing down 
the team activities.  
 
A work handbook containing details 
of the complete operation is available 
for the right person. 
 
PLEASE contact Barry Kent (Church 
Tent Organiser), if you feel that you 
are being called to this very 
worthwhile and important project. 
 
Contact: 01425 611348   /   07999 504388   /   barrykent@minister.com   

PROGRESS REPORT ON SAFEGUARDING 
The Church of England's National Safeguarding Team has recently published a 

progress report, one year on from the Elliott Review, which recommended a 

range of safeguarding proposals for the Church, particularly in the areas of 

handling disclosures and accountability. 

The Church has said it was fully committed to strengthening the training for 

handling disclosures with a bespoke module for bishops and senior church staff; 

an independent audit of safeguarding in all dioceses, due to be completed at the 

end of the year; and further plans to work more closely with survivors, to learn 

from their experience. 

mailto:barrykent@minister.com
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MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION FOR 2017 
We thank you for subscribing to the magazine and payment is now due, if you wish to continue 
into 2017! The amount due for the year’s supply of the St Marks Church Parish Magazine is £6 
which includes free delivery. 

 
Payment may be made by cheque or postal order and either forwarded to our Treasurer, Teresa 
Nivison, at the address below, or dropped into Church. 
 
If you have any questions about a subscription to the parish magazine, please contact John 
Nivison on 01590 672896 or alternatively by e-mail at john.nivison@btinternet.com 
 

Name  Date      /     /      

Address  

  

  

Please return this form with your cheque payment (payable to St Marks PCC) to: 
Mrs Teresa Nivison, 6 Stratford Place, Lymington, SO41 9TL 

ST MARKS DRAW CLUB 
April is the start of the St. Mark’s Draw Club Year and the size of the prizes depends on your 
generosity.  Please return your form with cash or cheque made payable to St. Mark’s Draw 
Club as soon as possible to the address below and you will receive your membership card in 
time for our next draw. 
 
The monthly draws are made on 4th Wednesday of each month at the Church Centre Coffee 
Mornings and winning numbers will be displayed on the Notice Board in the Church Centre 
and the Parish Magazine. 
 

Name  Date      /     /      

Address  

  

  

 
I would like to join St. Mark’s Draw Club for 12 months and would like . . . . chances per month 
(25p per chance). 
 
 I enclose cash/cheque/P.O. for £ . . . . . . 
 I am over 16 years of age. 
 
Please return this form with your cheque payment (payable to St Marks Draw Club)  to: 
Mrs B Gates, 25 South Street, Pennington, Hampshire,SO41 8EB 

mailto:john.nivison@btinternet.com
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ORGAN RESTORATION APPEAL 
Within the chancel of St Marks stands 
our organ, which remains largely 
unaltered from the originally installed 
instrument - built by Bishop & Son 
around 1904, the instrument is 
situated on the north side of the 
chancel and extends partially into the 
vestry behind. With musical pipes 
nestled within an oak carved trellis, our 
organ has led song for new lives 
coming together through marriage, 
provided the right note as we say a 
fond farewell to loved ones and brings 

our congregation together for worship each and every week. 
 
However, the decades from initial installation have taken their toll upon this centre 
piece to music at St Marks. Our organists are very talented to make the most of 
squeeky pedals and leaky pipes - but as time goes by, the quality of the music the organ 
can produce diminishes. 
 
St Marks are applying for grants towards the costs of restoring this instrument, 
however we will be short of the full amount to cover the cost for this. Therefore, we 
would be grateful for your generosity, if you feel able to donate to this cause. 
 

Name  Date      /     /      

Address  

  

  

 
 I wish Gift Aid to apply to the above donation. 
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I play less Income Tax and / or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax 
year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all donations, it is my responsibility to pay any difference 

 
Please return this form with your cheque donation (payable to St Marks PCC) to: 
Mrs Teresa Nivison, 6 Stratford Place, Lymington, SO41 9TL  
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ROBBED?! 
By Paul Young 
You’ve come back from work, from a holiday away, from meeting with friends 
or family. However good it might be to get away, it’s always good to be home 
again: to be surrounded by possessions that make us feel comfortable and at 
ease. Home tends to be where our most special memories are made, as it is 
our association with others over years in that place which change it from being 
a house into becoming a home. 
 
Have you ever come home to find the front door open or a window broken? 
To enter what should be your place of security – only to find things in disarray? 
Of course a robbery brings loss of possessions: but for many, it’s the invasion 
of what makes a house a home – the disruption to our personal space and 
memories contained within – that is the true loss. 
 
Holy Week is now behind us. Starting with a triumphant arrival into Jerusalem 
on Palm Sunday, Jesus clearest example of the commandment under which all 
others branch from on Maundy Thursday, to his arrest, crucifixion and 
resurrection on Good Friday. 
 
But, for all that occurred since Palm Sunday, it was Maundy Thursday that rang 
most within me. 
 
On Maundy Thursday, as I sat in my comfortable spot, always the same choir 
pew – as I do at any other service – I sat in silence at the end of the service and 
watched as the acolytes, 
church wardens and 
priest cleared away the 
church. The cross, 
already covered, came 
down – joined by 
candles, altar dressings, 
even the hymn boards. 
Eventually, the church 
lights were dimmed and 
we sat in an empty, still 
space. 
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As a home is a house because of our investment in it, likewise a church is more 
than a building because of what it represents to us. On Maundy Thursday, 
where we contemplate how a life without Jesus might be, being robbed is what 
sprung to my mind. The feeling of shock as what was familiar is now tainted 
and alien, the feeling of worry as you ask yourself “what has been lost to me?” 
 
What however is worse than being burgled is to not know you have been 
robbed in the first place. To know that something doesn’t quite feel right – but 
not be able to put a finger on it. A feeling I used to have, before recognising 
that lack was God. 
 

He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity 

into man’s heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God has done 

from the beginning to the end. 

Ecclesiastes 3:11 
 
If God is eternal and created us in his image, it’s not surprising that we lack 
something: that yearning for something more can’t be filled by anything other 
than God. I was fortunate to find this for myself when coming to church as part 
of our wedding preparations: however, if it wasn’t for nagging of my wife, I’d 
never have discovered this. So, the feeling of loss through the events at the 
Maundy Thursday service were all the more poignant because of what church 
has come to mean for me. 
 
Thankfully, despite Jesus death the story did not end on Good Friday; rather, 
Jesus became so much more as he validated his teaching to his disciples and 
proved that death was no longer the victor through resurrection. He set his 
disciples on a path that gave birth to our church of today – empowering us all 
to continue that gospel of love and salvation. 
 
But for many, that security is unknown and the unknown pang of emptiness 
and loss resides within them. 
 
Our mission therefore is clear: we know of the gift Jesus gives to us – and must 
ensure that this gift is freely given to any and all who we can reach. 
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TIMEY-WIMEY? 
By Paul Young 
As many of you know, 
I’m a fan of science-
fiction. Star Trek 
especially: I’m currently 
working through Star 
Trek in a chronological 
order. Sure, Kirk and 
Spock were the first on 
our television sets, back 
in the sixties – but then 
CBS decided to make 
sequels years later: an 
animated cartoon series, 
The Next Generation, Deep Space Nine, Voyager and Enterprise. Star Trek can 
be a bit – to quote from another favourite, Doctor Who – “timey-whimey” 
though; with our gallant crews going back and forth in time in various episodes. 
Coupled with the individual series storylines, Enterprise was a prequel – set 
before the events of the original series: so a chronological watching order 
should put them first. 
 
It can all be quite confusing: which is why I’m grateful to have stumbled across 
a great website that has done the hard work for me – here it is. 
 
What, I hear you ask, does spending hours watching every episode of Star Trek 
(I’m now at episode 413 of 705, if you wondered) have to do with the Bible I 
hear you ask? 
 
The Bible starts with Genesis and ends with Revelation. It is a book telling a 
story that starts at the birth of our universe and ends in the tumultuous 
portents of Revelation. However, it’s a book that jumps back and forth in its 
telling: Psalms and Proverbs come after Nehemiah and Esther. But much of 
Psalms and Proverbs is set before Nehemiah and Esther. The New Testament 
carries on that Old Testament tradition where 1 Thessalonians was one of the 
first books written – but it appears after John, one of the last books to be put 
to paper. 
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Perhaps it’s the type of person I am, but I recognise history in the Bible and 
want to read a chronological narrative. I want to know where Job fits in the 
story in relation to Acts – and I want to know this so I can put it in context with 
other histories, written around the same time. 
 
So, if the order of the books that make up our Bible seems bizarre, it’s worth 
knowing why our Bible is laid out the way it is. 
 
Starting with the Old Testament and books are based on the order of the 
Septuagint: the Greek translation of the original Hebrew Scriptures. It divides 
the books into three sections based on their writing style: first are the narrative 
books with the first five books of the also being known as the Books of the Law 
(Genesis through Esther); then the wisdom books (Job through Song of 
Solomon); finally, the prophets (Isaiah through Malachi). 
 
The New Testament likewise is arranged in three sections with the books 
sorted according to their distinct style. First are the narrative books (Matthew 
through Acts); then the Epistles (or letters to early Christians); finally, 
Revelation (a book that is unlike any other in the New Testament in its 
apocalyptic narrative). 
 
It seems that the Christian Bible isn’t unique in its ordering. Take for instance 
the Qur’an – which is divided into 114 chapters (known as suras), with the 
longer ones generally appearing first. Or the Buddhist text the Sutta Pitaka, 
which opens with three sections of teaching attributed to Buddha and his 
disciples by order of length. Our non-chronological order of the Bible wasn’t 
new to Christianity either: the Jewish people organised their Scriptures 
differently for centuries before Christianity. 
 
An historian is not an author, but rather an editor – placing historical events in 
context. But the moment a historian chooses to tell one story, he chooses not 
to tell a million other stories that took place at that exact same moment in 
time. Even if a strict chronological retelling of history was therefore the design 
and purpose of God in the Bible, the limitations of language make it impossible. 
 
So, a strict chronology is not the author’s main objective. The authors of the 
Bible – or more accurately, the editors who set the order we read – want to 
retell God’s Big Story in a way that is engaging, illustrative, and truthful. A story 
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told out of order is not false: in fact, a story told out of order can actually 
illuminate more truth. The Hebrew Scriptures for instance place the book of 
Ruth immediately following the book of Proverbs – suggesting that Ruth 
embodies the principles of godly womanhood described in the final chapter of 
Proverbs. 
 

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our 

hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 

face of Jesus Christ. 

2 Corinthians 4:6 
 
God’s Word has one primary objective: To illuminate the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ: reading in the order it appears helps to highlight this key 
tenant. But that being said, I personally found a re-read in a chronological 
order useful, after my first cover-to-cover read – and fortunately, somebody 
has done the hard work for that. 
 
If you want to take the Bible over a year in a chronological order, you can find 
an excellent reading plan on the Bible Study Tools website, here. 
 
God’s word has a lot to say and however you read it, there’s always something 
new to be found between the front and back cover: dusting off your O-Level 
or GCSE history with a chronological re-read may spark something new in your 
heart as much as it had for me. 
 

CALLING GOD OR GOD CALLING YOU? 
By Sandy Negrescu 
There was a rumour going around Thessalonica, local gossip was that Jesus had 
returned and they had missed it! 
 
This caused great concern, they lived their lives to be ready for the coming of 
Jesus, so Paul’s letter featured in the second letter to the Thessalonians, was 
to reassure them that - despite the gossip and new teaching - they had missed 
nothing. There are things that have to happen before that day comes so we 
have time to ensure we are ready. 
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And we know what to do to be ready for the day when we meet Jesus, don’t 
we? 

• Attendance at church – got that covered- check! 

• Regular prayer – yup, check (well regularly when I get the chance!) 

• Live a Christian life – well 1 and 2 already checked will cover that so 
check! Ok, ready!! 

 
Except Paul explains there is more to it than that and if we have been listening 
carefully we know what that is. 
 
The year AD51, around the time Paul wrote that second letter, was reported 
by historians as an “ominous year filled with earthquakes“. The Thessalonians 
had heard rumours of teachings that the shaking ground and destruction 
would signal the end of times, in fact in Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians 
he himself mentions it. 
 
They were alarmed and concerned that they had lived a good life as taught by 
Paul when with them, yet nothing had appeared to change – they and their 
surroundings were the same. The rumours plus the physical destruction shook 
their faith and it seemed to add up that the end was nigh. 
 
Elsewhere in this letter, Paul does refer briefly to how and why the new 
teachings were wrong but the reading we had today was primarily to focus on 
encouraging the Thessalonians … and us. 
 
Paul reminds us that God chose us. He chose us as the first fruits for salvation 
because we have received the Holy spirit and believe in the truth of the bible. 
 
At a recent deanary Synod meeting we did a little exercise in small groups and 
discussed when we first came to own our faith, for the majority of those 
present it was between the ages of 10 and 20. People shared stories of when 
they first found God and faith but this has always seemed to me that God was 
somehow lost. It makes more sense to me to answer the question when did 
you first hear God call you. God is calling anyone who wants to listen. I certainly 
think it is a more enthralling answer to people who ask about my faith to say 
God called me rather than I found God. 
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And because God chose us, Paul goes on to say we need to stand firm and hold 
fast to the traditions we were taught. I understand this to mean we must 
remain faithful. We must continue to believe in Jesus dying for us and in the 
resurrection. There are many Christians in the world who face persecution 
because of what they believe yet continue to proudly proclaim their faith. Can 
we say the same? Do we have discussions with our wider circle of friends about 
why we go to church, and what we believe as Christians? How many of us wear 
a symbol of faith? 
 
In an ever changing world filled with greed, prejudice, destruction, fear and 
the pursuit of dominance we as Christians need to remain faithful, live our lives 
as would please God and pray. 
 
Those of you who used to read my editorial in the parish magazine might 
remember how I tried to encourage people to pray, not just to ask God for 
things but to thank him also. This also reminds us in our day to day lives outside 
of church that we are Christians and as such we should be proud of our faith 
and live our lives accordingly. 
 
And this is what we need to do to be ready to face Jesus, either when he comes 
again or when we find ourselves one of the faithful departed. There is no need 
to worry. Paul’s words of encouragement for the Thessalonians nearly 2000 
years ago are as relevant to us today. And the final 2 verses of this morning’s 
reading form a prayer that can give us support when we face challenging times 
– “may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our father who loved us and 
through Grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, comfort your hearts 
and strengthen them in every good work and deed.” 

SWEET TOOTHS ARE IN DANGER 
This may startle you: children have consumed, on average, half of their 
recommended daily sugar intake - before they even get to school in the morning.  
 
And according to new Government data, high sugar diets have fuelled a 10 per 
cent rise in the number of operations needed to remove rotting teeth from 
children – in just over three years. In all, there were 40,800 hospital operations to 
extract children’s teeth in 2015-6. Public health chiefs have blamed ‘our nation’s 
addiction to sugar’ 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PRAYERS – MAY 
1 Avon Close 17 Conifer Crescent 
2 Alison Court 18 Corbin Road 
3 Bays Court 19 Cowley Road 
4 Bays Road 20 Curzon Place 
5 Beresford Road 21 The priests who lead us in service 
6 Billington Place   Ellie's sponsored row 

  Outing to Wisley 22 Deneside Copse 
7 Blackthorn Close 23 Edwards Close 
8 Birch Court 24 Efford Way 
9 Broadley Close 25 Efford Court 

10 Those who work in pre-schools and nurseries 26 Elm Avenue 
11 Bowling Green 27 Foreset Court 
12 Brooklands Close 28 Foxward Drive 
13 Broomhill Close 29 Fox Pond Lane 
14 Brownings Close 30 Parish Visitors 
15 Chequers Close 31 Youth Groups 
16 Clausen Way   

THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED – MAY 
If you would like someone to be remembered in the prayers at church on the nearest Sunday, 
please give the name and date to one of our churchwardens, Teresa Nivison or Maureen Barnard. 
 

1 Ruth WRIGHT 13 Audrey WARD 
2 Philip COSTER 15 Rowland SYKES 
5 Peter WALKDEN   John MAYMAN 

  Margaret LEWIS 18 Elizabeth NOVELL 
  Chris GANDER 21 Mavis GOVER 

6 Ethel SAINES   Colin FOSS-SMITH 
  Beryl BROWN 24 Joyce BARNES 
  Violet LEGG 28 Malcolm WOOD 

8 Bertie WHITLOCK 29 Doris BEALE 
10 Gladys SHEARING   

RECENTLY DECEASED 
12th April Jane QUINN   

RECENTLY BAPTISED 
5th March Kloi Lydia Jean Garlick   

 Bobby Clifford Geoffrey Garlick   
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PARISH CONTACTS 
Church Office General Enquiries 01590 672896 
Church Wardens Mrs Teresa Nivison 07541 842025 

Mrs Maureen Barnard 07541 721440 
Parish Administrator Jackie Paul 01590 671813 
Associate Priest Rev. Anne Elliott* 07553 552540 
PCC Secretary Mrs Eve Jolly 01590 679310 
PCC Treasurer Mrs Teresa Nivison 07541 842025 
Gift Aid Secretary Mrs Maureen Barnard 07541 721440 
Envelope Scheme Mrs Maureen Barnard 07541 721440 
Director of Music Dr. Leigh Jerwood 01590 678678 
Church Centre Manager Mrs Shirley Saunders 01590 677628 
Church Centre Bookings Mrs Shirley Saunders 01590 677628 
Parish Visitors Mrs Christine Scott 01590 672335 
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Pat Wright 01590 678416 
Magazine Editor Mr Paul Young editorstmarks@yahoo.co.uk 
Magazine Advertising Mr John Nivison 07541 842025 
and Distribution JohnNivison@stmarks-pennington.org.uk 
Traidcraft Mrs Pat Wright 01590 678416 
Pennington Junior School Headteacher 01590 672104 
Bible Fellowship Mrs Ingrid Bolhoven 01590 677940 
Churches Together Mrs Anne Harris 01590 678378 
Messy Church Mrs Sandy Negrescu 01590 675506 
New Forest Basics Bank  01590 610008 
*Not available on Friday 

 
There are additional contact methods available 
through our church website (www.stmarks-
pennington.org.uk) – as well as general 
enquiries being welcome via email to 
enquiries@stmarks-penninton.org.uk.  

Whilst we work towards appointing a new priest 
in charge for St Marks, we are very fortunate to 
have Anne Elliott with us as a familiar face to 
lead us in worship. For any day to day questions 
in regards to St Marks however, please find our 
church wardens are happy to help with any 
questions you may have as they guide our church 
through this time of interregnum. 
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SERVICE TIMES AT ST MARKS 
Holy Communion (BCP) Sundays, 8:00am 
Family Communion Sundays, 9:30am 
Evensong with Act of Healing 1st Sunday, 6:00pm 
Evening Worship 3rd Sunday, 6:00pm 
Evensong 4th Sunday, 6:00pm 
Holy Communion Wednesdays, 11:30am 

 
For any changes to these services, please refer to the calendar on the inside 
front cover of this magazine, on our parish notice boards or upon our website. 

REGULAR MEETINGS 
Choir Practice (Church) Sundays, 8:45am 
Coffee Morning (Church Centre) Wednesdays, 10:15 – 11:30am 
 (Church) Sundays, 8:45 – 9:30am 
Rainbows (Pennington Guide hut) Tuesday, 5:15pm 
Brownies (Pennington Guide hut) Wednesday, 6:00pm 
Brownies (Pennington Guide hut) Thursday, 5:30pm 
Guides (Pennington Guide hut) Thursday, 7:15pm 
Beavers (Pennington Scout hut HQ) Thursday, 6:00pm 
Cubs (Pennington Scout hut HQ) Wednesday, 6:30pm 
Scouts (Pennington Scout hut HQ) Monday, 7:00pm 
Scouts (Pennington Scout hut HQ) Friday, 7:00pm 
Explorers (Pennington Scout hut HQ) Thursday, 8:00pm 

 
St Marks welcomes all who come through our doors – be 
your visit a brief one for the wedding of a friend or family, or 
a regular one as a member of our church family. If you wish 
to help St Marks to spread God's truth in our local community 
and beyond, your donation is always welcome. 

 
You can donate by text if you wish; simply send the message PRAY25 and your 
donation amount to 70070 to donate to St Marks Church - for example, 
'PRAY25 £5' - and make a difference today. 

St Marks Church, Ramley Road, Pennington, SO41 8GQ 
www.stmarks-pennington.org.uk 

Submissions for the June edition are required to the editor by the 18th May 2017 
 


