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FROM THE PULPIT 
Dear Friends 
 
Easter falls in April this year, and is the greatest celebration in the 
Christian calendar.   While Christmas has grown into a commercial 
event, Good Friday is often by-passed other than through eating 
hot cross buns, and Easter is sadly often relegated to simply yet 

another Bank Holiday.   Yet it is the most amazing event which is life-changing if we 
accept the truth of Jesus’ resurrection to new life, which we can all share in.    
 
Most people enjoy the story of a tiny baby being born to a young couple in a stable 
with animals around them.   Yet it was the start of a difficult journey for both Jesus and 
his parents.   Jesus left home when he was about 30 years old.   Joseph, the husband 
of Jesus’ mother Mary, had died so Mary was left in the care of her younger children.   
They all struggled to understand why Jesus went off teaching around the country, and 
his own family may have found it  hurtful when he claimed that everyone who followed 
him was part of his family, as they didn’t understand at that time that his ministry was 
to all God’s people.   
 
Mary was told in the Temple shortly after Jesus’ birth that a sword would pierce her 
soul, and indeed this came to pass most clearly when she watched as Jesus died on the 
cross.  Good Friday, as that day is now known, was a painful day for Jesus, his family 
and his disciples and friends, but only through dying as a sacrifice for our own sins 
could we be released from living by the law, so we can now live through Jesus’ new 
commandment to live our lives in loving God and our neighbour. 
 
Although Jesus taught his disciples that he would rise from the dead ‘on the third day’, 
they did not understood this until he came to them in a locked room, where they were 
hiding from the Jews who had killed Jesus.  Imagine their surprise!   What he had told 
them about rising from the dead was true.   If this, something way beyond their 
comprehension, was true, then surely all his other promises were also true.    
 
Those promises are true for us today too, and we celebrate them especially at Easter: 
Jesus’ promise that he died to take away our sins when we ask for forgiveness; Jesus’ 
promise that when we believe in him, we have eternal life and will live forever with 
God in eternity.   There are lots of other teachings of Jesus about how much God loves 
us, and how we can enjoy life by living our  lives by  loving God first and foremost, and 
loving our neighbours as ourselves.  Jesus showed us how to live a life full of love, even 
to the extent of dying for us.   
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We can celebrate the joy of Easter through accepting Jesus’ gift of life to us, and by 
sharing his love for us with our families, friends and neighbours, now at Easter and 
throughout the coming year.    
 
Love came down at Christmas: at Easter, we know that loves lives for evermore. 
 
Happy Easter to you all! - Anne 

READINGS FOR 9:30AM SERVICES 
The Fifth Sunday of Lent 

2nd April Old Testament Ezekiel 37 : vv 1 – 14 
 New Testament Romans 8 : vv 6 – 11 
 Gospel John 11 : vv 1 – 45 

 
Palm Sunday 

9th April Dramatised Reading 

 
Maundy Thursday 

13th April Old Testament Exodus 12 : vv 1 – 4.  11 – 14 
 New Testament 1 Corinthians 11 :  vv 23 – 26 
 Gospel John 13 : vv 1 – 17.  31b – 35 

 
Easter Day 

16th April Old Testament Acts 10 : vv 34 – 43 
 New Testament Colossians 3 : VV 1 – 4 
 Gospel John 20 : vv 1 – 18 

 
Patronal Festival 

23rd April Old Testament Acts 2 : vv 14a. 22 – 32 
 New Testament Ephesians 4 : vv 7 – 16 
 Gospel Mark 13 : vv 5 – 13 

 
The Third Sunday of Easter 

30th April New Testament 1 Peter 1 : vv 17 – 23 
 Gospel Luke 24 : vv 13 – 35 
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CALENDAR 
Date Time Details 
Sunday 2nd 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 
Sunday 2nd 09:30 Family Communion 
Sunday 2nd 18:00 Evensong, with act of healing 
Monday 3rd 10:30 Staff Meeting 
Monday 3rd 14:15 Pennington Junior School – Easter Service 
Wednesday 5th 09:30 Pennington Infant School – Easter Service 
Wednesday 5th 10:15 Coffee Morning, Church Centre 
Wednesday 5th 11:00 Lent Course, St Marks Room 
Wednesday 5th 11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips 
Wednesday 5th 15:30 Messy Church 
Thursday 6th 10:00 Churchyard working party 
Thursday 6th 12:30 Friendship Lunch 
Sunday 9th 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 
Sunday 9th 09:30 Family Communion 
Sunday 9th 18:30 Street Pastors bi-centenary service, Ashley Baptist Church 
Monday 10th 10:30 Staff Meeting 
Monday 10th 19:00 Compline 
Tuesday 110h 13:30 Strictly Come Crafting, Church Centre 
Tuesday 110h 19:00 Compline 
Wednesday 12th 10:15 Coffee Morning, Church Centre, followed by ‘Reflections’ 
Wednesday 12th 11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips 
Wednesday 12th 19:00 Compline 
Thursday 13th 19:00 Maundy Thursday with stripping of the alter 
Friday 14th 14:00 Good Friday – Stations of the Cross 
Sunday 16th 06:15 Dawn Eucharist 
Sunday 16th 09:30 Family Communion 
Tuesday 18th 10:30 Staff Meeting 
Wednesday 19th 10:15 Coffee Morning, Church Centre 
Wednesday 19th 11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips 
Friday 21st 18:00 Church Centre - APCM 
Saturday 22nd 14:30 Talk by Peter Martindale on restored wall paintings, 
  As part of Patronal Festival 
Sunday 23rd 09:30 Patronal Festival Service with the Archdeacon 
Tuesday 250h 13:30 Strictly Come Crafting, Church Centre 
Wednesday 26th 10:15 Coffee Morning, Church Centre with draw club 
Wednesday 26th 11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips 
Thursday 27th - - : - - Rest home communions 
Sunday 30th 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 
Sunday 30th 09:30 Family Communion 
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REFLECTIONS 
Coffee and cake followed by 20 minutes of shared thoughts on the previous 
Sunday's Gospel reading (found in your newsheet under 'Today's services'). 
Join us at 10.15am on the second Wednesday of this month for coffee, 
followed by 'Reflections' at 10.30am, at the Church Centre. Cost is 50p each 
for coffee and cake. 

ST MARKS DRAW CLUB 
We would like to thank everyone for taking part in 2016/17.  £960 was given 
out in prize money and we were able to give £1000 to the Church funds.  
Thanks to all parishioners for supporting us in the current year and if you 
haven’t joined yet, now is the time! The winning numbers for the recent prize 
draw were as follows: congratulations to our winners! 

 First Second Third 

February 638 231 696 

CHURCH CENTRE 
Mon 09:00 – 10:30 Yoga 
 13:45 – 14:45 Pilates 
 15:30 – 20:15 Children’s Dancing 
Tue 09:30 – 10:30 Zumba 
 13:30 – 16:00 NHS Retirement Fellowship (1st Tuesday only) 
 13:30 – 16:00 Strictly Come Crafting (2nd and 4th Tuesdays) 
 18:15 – 19:15 Pilates 
Wed 10:15 – 11:30 Coffee Mornings 
 15:30 – 17:15 Messy Church (once a month, see calendar) 
Thu 18:15 – 20:15 Pilates 

CONTACT DETAILS FOR BOOKINGS 
Church Centre Bookings Shirley Saunders 01590 677628 
Pilates Lynda Hutchins 01425 638464 
Children's Dancing Kayleigh Sergeant 01425 616750 
Yoga Anna Hasling 01202 434789 
Zumba Lucy Thomas 01590 645919 
Strictly Come Crafting Dorothy Davies 01590 676163 
NHS Retirement Fellowship Jacqui Allan 02380 666603 
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OUR COMMUNITY 
News and events from various groups in and around Pennington. 

PENNINGTON JUNIOR SCHOOL 

DINNER MONEY INCREASE 
Hampshire County Council has agreed an increase in school 
meals. From 1 April 2017 the cost of a school meal will 
increase by 5p, a daily cost of £2.15 per meal, £10.75 per 
week. 

BOARD GAMES 
The current wet time play time games are in poor condition and missing parts. 
If you have any board or card games in good condition that you no longer use 
or are willing to donate to the school they would be much appreciated! Any 
donations should be left at the school office for us to allocate them fairly to all 
classes. 

YEAR 6 SATS 
That time of year is starting to loom for our year 6 children. To help to give 
them the very best possible chance in their SATs their teachers are arranging 
booster classes before school. Please look out for a letter for your child to 
inform you whether they will be asked to attend the booster groups. If they 
receive a letter, then please make every effort for your child to attend the 
sessions as this will really help to build their confidence as they approach the 
SATs week. We will give them juice and toast to help them through the slightly 
longer day! 

NEW FOREST SOUTH, STREET PASTORS 
Ingrid Bolhoven 

We have been invited to support Ashley Baptist 
Church for their bi-centenary service which takes 
place on Sunday 9th April at 6.30 pm. Palm Sunday.  
(St Mark’s does not have a service that evening). This 
service will also mark the 4th anniversary of the New 
Forest South, Street Pastors organisation.  We would 
like to see you, family and friends at this service.  
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PENNINGTON RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 
NFDC has produced a Local Plan proposing that up to 1,110 additional homes  
be built in our area over the next 20 years - 80% to be constructed in 
Pennington.  Lymington & Pennington Town Council is currently preparing a 
Neighbourhood Plan.  Such plan may not propose less development than 
NFDC’s Local Plan but it can propose more homes, alternative sites, or higher 
design standards.   
 
Affordable, homes are needed to satisfy the housing needs in our area.  The 
proposed developments do not take into account the local infrastructure or 
geography. The local population will increase by up to 4,000 if the NFDC local 
plan goes ahead.  
 
As the cost of land of the designated sites is high it is more cost effective to a 
developer to build higher value housing.  Although the project may provide the 
required number of homes it will not address the lack of reasonably priced 
housing for our local people.   Recent house building has focused on retirement 
or luxury second-homes for people moving into the area, not the needs of 
families and those who have grown up here. 
 
With limited employment opportunities in the area those moving into the new 
homes will likely need to drive some distance to work causing a significant 
increase in the volume of traffic.   At peak times the roads in the area are so 
congested that commerce is seriously curtailed – never mind the 
environmental impact of noise and pollution. 
 
PRA has responded to NFDC suggested a revision to the numbers of homes in 
our area with some development moved to other areas within the National 
Park Authority.   To address the real housing issues the houses must be 
affordable, low cost, with social housing.  
 
The latest Neighbourhood plan will be on display in the community centre in 
April -  date to be confirmed.  We are putting in a request to the town council 
that the plans are also available to view at a hall in Pennington.   
 
Further information, and Minutes of our meetings, can be found at our website 
www.penningtonra.co.uk  
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PENNINGTON WI 
On Tuesday 14th March, the Pennington WI members filled 
their hall on Ramley Road for their monthly meeting. The 
meeting opened with the time honoured tradition of singing 
Jerusalem. The minutes of the previous month’s meeting 
were read out, agreed and signed. 

  
President Di gave her report on all the recent Pennington WI events, including 
the Lunch Club’s recent tasty lunch at The Plough pub in Tiptoe and the 
February craft workshop. 
  
Following from President Di’s report were some reminders for upcoming 
events and activities including the upcoming craft workshop, the fundraising 
quiz, Pennington WI birthday lunch, the jumble sale in April, the stall at 
Lymington Saturday Market in Moore Blatch’s courtyard in June, the June and 
August outings and the Lymington & Pennington Arts Festival in July. Members 
were reminded to sign up to various activities, outings and competitions via 
the ‘boards’ 
  
Secretary Carol Labram was up next to go over the correspondence 
highlighting some interesting items in the current edition of Hampshire News 
and the various articles of correspondence. Following on from the 
correspondence, Treasurer Di Young gave a brief report on the bank account 
balances.  
  
Following this, President Di introduced Helen Tumpenny who gave a 
fascinating talk and demonstration called “Drab to Fab”, an interesting look 
into personal style and colour choices. A few of the members were invited up 
on stage to show what colours suit certain skin tones and eye colours as well 
as different ways to enhance an outfit with various ways to tie a 
pashmina/scarf. 
  
The meeting was wrapped up with the usual raffle and refreshments. 
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CHURCHYARD REPORT 
Ingrid Bolhoven, 01590 677940 
The Spring flowers have made a wonderful display of colour.  
Only after I took a photo of the new crocus did I learn they 
spelt out ROTARY.  Unintentionally, I managed to capture a 
couple of letters in my picture.  Next year I will be more 
observant.  Areas of the churchyard have given an impression 

of a beautiful tapestry of mixed colours. While sitting on the bench admiring 
the crocus I picked up the flight path of a robin going in and out of a bush, 
hopefully with the intention of nesting.  Sitting quietly, it is amazing how you 
can identify the birds pattern of spying out territory for nesting, and later 
feeding their young.  On a warm day, the early bumble bees were enjoying 
feeding on the crocus. 
 
Now, we will be pleased to answer your questions, where we can, on the first 
Thursday morning in the month when we meet to tidy, clear, trim, (and so on), 
all that needs doing.  If you would like to join us, just come along at about 10 
am, you will be most welcome. 
 

1ST LYMINGTON BROWNIES 
Tawny Owl (Erika) 
We had Thinking day at Pennington Junior school: with two-
hundred and ten girls present, all had lots of activities to do.  
We were making armpit fudge, a badge with a flashing light 
on it, towers out of new paper and more! After the activities 
we had a sing-song in the hall and some of the leaders were 

presented with their special badges. We all had a great time, thanks to 
Lymington Division. 
 
We are now doing the number fun badge: our 
members learnt how to budget for their families, 
make a Birthday book enjoyed money rubbings. 
 
With Mother’s Day coming up, the girls made 
Mother’s day cards - and getting ready for Easter too, they made Easter 
baskets also.  Getting into the Easter theme? We ended the term with an 
enjoyable Easter egg hunt in the grounds! 
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HELP URGENTLY REQUIRED 
Could you be the refreshments manager we are looking for? 
Lyndhurst Deanery are urgently searching for a capable volunteer to head the 
Refreshment Team at the 2017 New Forest Show. We need someone who can 
spare us a week of their time at the end of July for an intense burst of activity, 
organising the work rota and setting up the refreshment area, ready for an 
influx of up to 1,000 thirsty people each day. People give by donation only, so 
there is a minimum of cash handling involved. 
 
There is a keen and happy team of volunteers waiting to welcome you and to 
assist you in the provision of drinks from 8am until 5pm, for the 25th, 26th and 
27th July. One day either side will be needed for setting up and closing down 
the team activities.  
 
A work handbook containing details 
of the complete operation is available 
for the right person. 
 
PLEASE contact Barry Kent (Church 
Tent Organiser), if you feel that you 
are being called to this very 
worthwhile and important project. 
 
Contact: 01425 611348   /   07999 504388   /   barrykent@minister.com 

ST MARKS WALL PAINTINGS TALK 
As part of our 2017 Patronal Festival Weekend, a fully illustrated talk is to be 
given by Peter Martindale (ARC FIIC). Peter is the conservator who has so 
wonderfully restored the wall paintings around the sanctuary at St Marks to 
their former bright and clear glory. 
 
Coming up on the 22nd April at 2:30pm, entry is £6 and includes light 
refreshments. 

  

mailto:barrykent@minister.com
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Interested in 

advertising here? 
If you would like to advertise in the 

Pennington parish magazine, please 

contact John Nivision – by email 

john.nivison@btinternet.com or by 

telephone – 07541 842025 
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MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION FOR 2017 
We thank you for subscribing to the magazine and payment is now due, if you wish to continue 
into 2017! The amount due for the year’s supply of the St Marks Church Parish Magazine is £6 
which includes free delivery. 

 
Payment may be made by cheque or postal order and either forwarded to our Treasurer, Teresa 
Nivison, at the address below, or dropped into Church. 
 
If you have any questions about a subscription to the parish magazine, please contact John 
Nivison on 01590 672896 or alternatively by e-mail at john.nivison@btinternet.com 
 

Name  Date      /     /      

Address  

  

  

Please return this form with your cheque payment (payable to St Marks PCC) to: 
Mrs Teresa Nivison, 6 Stratford Place, Lymington, SO41 9TL 

ST MARKS DRAW CLUB 
April is the start of the St. Mark’s Draw Club Year and the size of the prizes depends on your 
generosity.  Please return your form with cash or cheque made payable to St. Mark’s Draw 
Club as soon as possible to the address below and you will receive your membership card in 
time for our next draw. 
 
The monthly draws are made on 4th Wednesday of each month at the Church Centre Coffee 
Mornings and winning numbers will be displayed on the Notice Board in the Church Centre 
and the Parish Magazine. 
 

Name  Date      /     /      

Address  

  

  

 
I would like to join St. Mark’s Draw Club for 12 months and would like . . . . chances per month 
(25p per chance). 
 
 I enclose cash/cheque/P.O. for £ . . . . . . 
 I am over 16 years of age. 
 
Please return this form with your cheque payment (payable to St Marks Draw Club)  to: 
Mrs B Gates, 25 South Street, Pennington, Hampshire,SO41 8EB 

mailto:john.nivison@btinternet.com
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ORGAN RESTORATION APPEAL 
Within the chancel of St Marks stands 
our organ, which remains largely 
unaltered from the originally installed 
instrument - built by Bishop & Son 
around 1904, the instrument is 
situated on the north side of the 
chancel and extends partially into the 
vestry behind. With musical pipes 
nestled within an oak carved trellis, our 
organ has led song for new lives 
coming together through marriage, 
provided the right note as we say a 
fond farewell to loved ones and brings 

our congregation together for worship each and every week. 
 
However, the decades from initial installation have taken their toll upon this centre 
piece to music at St Marks. Our organists are very talented to make the most of 
squeeky pedals and leaky pipes - but as time goes by, the quality of the music the organ 
can produce diminishes. 
 
St Marks are applying for grants towards the costs of restoring this instrument, 
however we will be short of the full amount to cover the cost for this. Therefore, we 
would be grateful for your generosity, if you feel able to donate to this cause. 
 

Name  Date      /     /      

Address  

  

  

 
 I wish Gift Aid to apply to the above donation. 
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I play less Income Tax and / or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax 
year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all donations, it is my responsibility to pay any difference 

 
Please return this form with your cheque donation (payable to St Marks PCC) to: 
Mrs Teresa Nivison, 6 Stratford Place, Lymington, SO41 9TL  
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FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE ABIDE 
By Paul Young 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am 
a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and 
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so 
as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give away 
all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I 
gain nothing. Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it 
is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not 
irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices 
with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things. Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will 
pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass 
away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when the 
perfect comes, the partial will pass away. When I was a child, I spoke 
like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became 
a man, I gave up childish ways. For now we see in a mirror dimly, but 
then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I 
have been fully known. So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; 
but the greatest of these is love. 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
 
There are a few passages in our Bibles we simply know. We may not remember 
the specific chapter of course – I certainly have a problem there – but although 
you might not know what the importance of Matthew 6:9-13 is, you’ll certainly 
recognise and can no doubt quote the Lord’s Prayer by heart. 
 
The quote at the start of this article was written by Paul and is from his letters 
to the Corinthians. As with the Lord’s Prayer, it is no doubt instantly 
recognisable to you, as is one of the most popular passages used during 
weddings. 
 
And of course, it should be. I don’t know if Paul had that purpose in mind when 
writing, but any quote that puts love first, explaining its importance above all 
else and using the word ‘love’ no less than nine times was destined to be 
repeated in a wedding. 
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Paul rightly puts the importance on ‘love’: God is love after all and it is love 
that is core to following by desire – and not by rote – all God’s commandments. 
But Paul also groups love with two other precepts: faith and hope. 
 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God 
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. We give 
thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our 
prayers, remembering before our God and Father your work of faith 
and labour of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-3 
 
Faith, hope and love come up again in Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians. 
However, in Paul’s letter here, he sees these tenants of Christian belief and the 
results of action. Faith through work; love through labour; hope through 
steadfastness. 
 
Arguably, work – or more accurately, the producing of something tangible, in 
output or deeds – labour and steadfastness are at the very core of what it 
means to be human and if you have faith or not, your life is effectively a 
fulfilment of these three precepts. Through our learning as children, our 
interactions with others, our daily lives in employment and the special bond 
between a married couple: all boils down to these three actions. 
 
But we don’t create things for the sake of work alone, labour and toil simply to 
wile away the hours and be resolute for its own sake – as this brings no 
meaning to our lives. 
 
We do what we do for a greater purpose. This may be for others; our friends, 
family and loved ones – or it may be for ourselves in selfish greed to 
accumulate to ourselves possessions 
and money. In all cases, however, it is 
through our worldly actions that we 
leave a legacy of ourselves. After all, 
when we leave this mortal life how will 
we be remembered? It is of course 
through what we did here on earth that 
those who knew us will remember us. 
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Paul is therefore teaching a valuable lesson. If we produce works towards a 
faith in Christ and all he means for humanity, if we labour towards finding 
favour in God’s eyes we can experience his love and hope inspires endurance:  
relying on the promises and strength of Christ to persevere and finish this life 
well. Indeed, this is precisely why Paul was writing to the Thessalonians: it was 
because of their example that he felt compelled to thank and congratulate 
them. 
 
By accepting Christ and then allowing him to work through us, our Christian 
legacy can begin. That legacy helps us as much as others around us – as Gordon 
Randall in his recent talk about stewardship highlighted – in regards to the 
positives to ourselves through our generosity to others. 
 
One thing is certain and this is that our time on Earth will come to an end at 
some point. There is no way to outlive our lives here, but in the memory of 
others, we persist through remembrance of what we did here. Working 
towards a Christian legacy in our lives means that what we leave behind is 
good, enduring and can help the Christian message persist for generations to 
come. 

THE BISHOP OF PENNINGTON 
By Colin Cousins 
It all started with a knock on the door by Revd. Paul Renyard. He needed an 
organist for evensong, and also to deputise for Leigh when she was not 
available. 
 
Nearly 50 years ago I had left school with a diploma from the Royal College of 
Music (piano), a passing knowledge of organ playing, and a desire not to be a 
professional musician like my parents. On retiring from the NHS and thinking 
it might be an idea to get to know the king of instruments more intimately, this 
prompted me to look around for an instrument on which to practice. Thus 
began my acquaintance with the idiosyncratic 1845/1908 three manual organ 
at St Thomas’ – and the Edwardian organ at St Mark’s. 
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The organ at St Marks was made by Bishops of Ipswich, one of the classier 
builders, who knew what they were doing. The instrument is well balanced 
compared to the size of the church and it says much for its quality that virtually 
nothing apart from tuning has been carried out for 100 years. You have to 
know its foibles. The piccolo has a lovely bell like quality but goes rampantly 
out of tune once you get an octave above middle C (other stops are similar but 
not so bad). The upper pedals work when they feel like it- one gets into the 
habit of playing an octave lower when necessary. You sometimes need two 
hands to pull out the great (lower keyboard) flute stop in the winter (tricky in 
the middle of something). The ducting from the blower to the pipes leaks. The 
action is full of dirt (or something) and is very heavy. 
 
When the idea of restoration was mooted, the diocesan organ adviser was 
invited to play it- I was there. He immediately commented on the quality of 
the pipework (ie, the sound) and afterwards said he had no idea a little gem 
was hidden away in Pennington and he would recommend restoration. 
 
It is a costly enterprise but very little in life which is really worthwhile is easy. 
In these days of “dumbing down”, high art sometimes gets left behind. People 
who come to church for weddings and especially funerals assume there will be 
an organ involved and it is pleasing that this unpretentious but quality 
instrument is to be restored. It will not produce a performance of the Widor 
Toccata at an enormous number of decibels but for St. Marks, someone knew 
what they were doing. 
 
As many of you know I will be 
relinquishing my “job” as 
honorary assistant organist 
prior to a move to Stamford 
(which has 5 medieval 
churches!) and I shall miss my 
weekly acquaintance with my 
friend. 
 
The church, the wall paintings 

and the Bishop of Pennington 

make a happy trinity.  
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FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS 
By Paul Young 
At work on Shrove Tuesday, it was a pleasant surprise to find that the company 
had gone all out for the occasion. Unfortunately, health and safety in the 
workplace dictates that there isn’t a hob; however, pre-made pancakes do 
nearly as well as the homegrown variety, nuked in the microwave briefly to 
bring them back to life. So, with I suspect a couple of hundred pancakes, sugar, 
lemon juice, chocolate spread, chopped bananas, toffee and strawberry 
sauces, maple and golden syrup and squirty-whipped cream, the office 
thoroughly enjoyed a pancake or three. 
 
I had ...eleven. 
 
My colleagues know of my faith, although not a great many share it. However, 
one asked me “what’s the point of this?” I replied to suggest that with Lent 
upon us, it’s time to put away with the richness of life and turn our minds to 
something more contemplative. Time to give something up that binds us, to 
acknowledge our sinful nature – and remember the forty days and nights of 
temptation in the wilderness Jesus spent, following his baptism at the start of 
his ministry. 
 
Well, I tried to say that – I got as far as “forty days and nights” before he 
quipped in “oh, you mean Noah and the ark?”. I continued my explanation but 
then thought; forty days – that does come up a lot. 
 
And it does, too. I did a bit of Googling and we’ve the forty days for Jesus in 
the desert being tempted by the devil and the time of rain to set afloat Noah 
and his ark of course – but that’s also how many years Moses spent in Midian 
after killing an Egyptian, how many years the Israelites spent in the wilderness 
after the exodus from egypt – and much more besides. 
 
There’s an idea that numbers in the Bible have a special meaning: that there is 
additional teaching if we take the numbers in the Bible and put them together 
in special ways. Numerology: personally, I don’t hold much sway with that – 
it’s been used by many through history to put a date on the end of days for 
example: only for people to realise that life carried on, past the sure and 
certain date put forward. 
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But why forty? If there isn’t a special spiritual significance to the number, why 
does it come up so very often through our Bibles? 
 
How long does a period of time have to be to be significant? If there’s a lesson 
to be taught, how much time does this take for the teaching to sink in? I think 
the number forty is basically that: a significant period of time to make a point. 
For many, forty seems like a long way off, when you’re only eighteen – but 
when you get there and look back, it seems to have flown by. I can imagine 
eleven pancakes: but I’d have a hard time contemplating forty of them. 
 
For Noah in his ark, Moses in Midian, the Israelites in the wilderness and Jesus 
in the desert, forty is a significant time of trial. Indeed, during Lent we are 
encouraged to give up something that’s important to us – for some, that’s tea 
or coffee, for me a few years ago it was my smartphone. But a weekend isn’t 
enough: for the experience to have meaning, it has to be for a reasonable 
amount of time. 
 
So, is forty “God’s unlucky number”? Should we resent forty days or forty years 
– as the Bible seems to teach us that forty means losing or being deprived. 
 

He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, 

appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom 

of God. 

Acts 1:3 
 
I don’t believe so. Certainly, the above from Acts is quite the opposite: it was 
an opportunity for Jesus followers to share Jesus company, teaching and 
wisdom – despite their initial belief that Jesus had been lost to them through 
crucifixion before. 
 
No, what forty teaches me is that through denying that which distracts us, by 
losing what we might think we can’t live without, we find that we’re able to 
see God more clearly. Trials come to an end and indeed, Acts helps us to see 
what is born on the other side. 
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THEY SOFTLY WALK 
Hugh Robert Orr 
 
They are not gone who pass 
Beyond the clasp of hand, 
Out from the strong embrace. 
They are but come so close 
We need not grope with hands, 
Nor look to see, nor try 
To catch the sound of feet. 
They have put off their shoes 
Softly to walk by day 
Within our thoughts, to tread 
At night our dream-led paths 
Of sleep. 
 
They are not lost who find 
The sunset gate, the goal 
Of all their faithful years. 
Not lost are they who reach 
The summit of their climb, 
The peak above the clouds 
And storms. They are not lost 
Who find the light of sun 
And stars and God. 
 
They are not dead who live 
In hearts they leave behind. 
In those whom they have blessed 
They live a life again, 
And shall live through the years 
Eternal life, and grow 
Each day more beautiful 
As time declares their good, 
Forgets the rest, and proves 
Their immortality.  

ALL IN THE MONTH OF APRIL 
150 years ago:- on 16th April 1867 

that Wilbur Wright, American 

aviation pioneer was born. The 

Wright brothers achieved the first 

powered, sustained and controlled 

plane flight. 

90 years ago:- on 2nd April 1927 that 

BBC radio covered the annual 

University Boat Race between Oxford 

and Cambridge for the first time. 

65 years ago:- on 30th April 1952 

that the diary of Anne Frank, a Jewish 

girl who died during the Holocaust, 

was published in English as ‘The Diary 

of a Young Girl’. 

50 years ago:- on 8th April 1967 that 

the UK won the Eurovision Song 

Contest for the first time, with the 

song ‘Puppet on a String’ sung by 

Sandie Shaw. The contest was held in 

Vienna, Austria. 

40 years ago:- on 2nd April 1977 that 

the British race horse Red Rum won 

the Grand National for a historic third 

time. The record still stands today. 

25 years ago:- on 5th April 1992 to 

Feb 1996 that the Bosnian War’s 

Siege of Sarajevo took place. 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PRAYERS – APRIL 
1st Ramley Road 17th West Close 
2nd Ridgeway Court 18th The unemployed 
3rd Renouf Close 19th West Way 
4th Saracen Close 20th Anne, our Associate Priest 
5th St Marks Road 21st Our APCM 
6th Southbourne Road 22nd All who visit our church open day  
7th Erika's sponsored trek to Nepal  to see the restored wall paintings 
8th Those who clean our streets 23rd Our Patronal Festival and visit from  
9th Southlands  the Archdeacon 
10th Recipients of medicines in Nepal 24th Wilverley Close 
11th The Square 25th Yaldhurst Lane 
12th Sycamore Mews 26th Yarrell Mead 
13th New Forest Prayer Pastors 27th Lyndhurst Deanery, Deanery Synod 
14th New Forest Prayer Pastors 28th New Forest South Street Pastors 
15th Wainsford Close 29th Jo Elvidge, our Assistant Area Dean 
16th Wainsford Road 30th Our local dentists and GP surgeries 

THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED – APRIL 
If you would like someone to be remembered in the prayers at church on the nearest Sunday, 
please give the name and date to one of our churchwardens, Teresa Nivison or Maureen Barnard. 

 
2nd Jill DOGGETT 15th Mabs PERROTT 

 Jeff SPENCER 18th Gabrielle FOSS-SMITH 
5th David WYATT 19th Kathleen COX 
6th Dennis GATES 23rd James PADDOCK 

 Paul CRONIN 24th Dennis YORK 
 Jean BAILEY 25th Mitchell MCKENZIE 

9th Michael WINN 26th Andrew GRIST 
11th Roy HOUSE 28th Olive GRZEGORZEWSKA 
12th Elizabeth NOTCUTT  Michael BUTLER 
13th Edward WOODFORD   Ray BURLEY 

 

THOUGHTS 
Don’t be afraid to stumble. Any inventor will tell you that you don’t follow a 
plan far before you strike a snag. If, out of 100 ideas, you get one that works, 
that’s enough. - Charles F Kettering 
 
The trouble is, we won’t let God help us. - George MacDonald  
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PARISH CONTACTS 
Church Office General Enquiries 01590 672896 
Church Wardens Mrs Teresa Nivison 07541 842025 

Mrs Maureen Barnard 07541 721440 
Parish Administrator Jackie Paul 01590 671813 
Associate Priest Rev. Anne Elliott* 07553 552540 
PCC Secretary Mrs Eve Jolly 01590 679310 
PCC Treasurer Mrs Teresa Nivison 07541 842025 
Gift Aid Secretary Mrs Maureen Barnard 07541 721440 
Envelope Scheme Mrs Maureen Barnard 07541 721440 
Director of Music Dr. Leigh Jerwood 01590 678678 
Church Centre Manager Mrs Shirley Saunders 01590 677628 
Church Centre Bookings Mrs Shirley Saunders 01590 677628 
Parish Visitors Mrs Christine Scott 01590 672335 
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Pat Wright 01590 678416 
Magazine Editor Mr Paul Young editorstmarks@yahoo.co.uk 
Magazine Advertising Mr John Nivison 07541 842025 
and Distribution JohnNivison@stmarks-pennington.org.uk 
Traidcraft Mrs Pat Wright 01590 678416 
Pennington Junior School Headteacher 01590 672104 
Bible Fellowship Mrs Ingrid Bolhoven 01590 677940 
Churches Together Mrs Anne Harris 01590 678378 
Messy Church Mrs Sandy Negrescu 01590 675506 
New Forest Basics Bank  01590 610008 
*Not available on Friday 

 
There are additional contact methods 
available through our church website 
(www.stmarks-pennington.org.uk) – as well 
as general enquiries being welcome via email 
to enquiries@stmarks-penninton.org.uk.  

Whilst we work towards appointing a new priest 
in charge for St Marks, we are very fortunate to 
have Anne Elliott with us as a familiar face to 
lead us in worship. For any day to day questions 
in regards to St Marks however, please find our 
church wardens are happy to help with any 
questions you may have as they guide our church 
through this time of interregnum. 
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SERVICE TIMES AT ST MARKS 
Holy Communion (BCP) Sundays, 8:00am 
Family Communion Sundays, 9:30am 
Evensong with Act of Healing 1st Sunday, 6:00pm 
Evening Worship 3rd Sunday, 6:00pm 
Evensong 4th Sunday, 6:00pm 
Holy Communion Wednesdays, 11:30am 

 
For any changes to these services, please refer to the calendar on the inside 
front cover of this magazine, on our parish notice boards or upon our website. 

REGULAR MEETINGS 
Choir Practice (Church) Sundays, 8:45am 
Coffee Morning (Church Centre) Wednesdays, 10:15 – 11:30am 
 (Church) Sundays, 8:45 – 9:30am 
Rainbows (Pennington Guide hut) Tuesday, 5:15pm 
Brownies (Pennington Guide hut) Wednesday, 6:00pm 
Brownies (Pennington Guide hut) Thursday, 5:30pm 
Guides (Pennington Guide hut) Thursday, 7:15pm 
Beavers (Pennington Scout hut HQ) Thursday, 6:00pm 
Cubs (Pennington Scout hut HQ) Wednesday, 6:30pm 
Scouts (Pennington Scout hut HQ) Monday, 7:00pm 
Scouts (Pennington Scout hut HQ) Friday, 7:00pm 
Explorers (Pennington Scout hut HQ) Thursday, 8:00pm 

 
St Marks welcomes all who come through our doors – be 
your visit a brief one for the wedding of a friend or family, or 
a regular one as a member of our church family. If you wish 
to help St Marks to spread God's truth in our local community 
and beyond, your donation is always welcome. 

 
You can donate by text if you wish; simply send the message PRAY25 and your 
donation amount to 70070 to donate to St Marks Church - for example, 
'PRAY25 £5' - and make a difference today. 

St Marks Church, Ramley Road, Pennington, SO41 8GQ 
www.stmarks-pennington.org.uk 

Submissions for the May edition are required to the editor by the 18th April 2017 
 


