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FROM THE PULPIT 
Dear Friends 
 
As I write this letter, we have birds investigating two of our bird 
boxes in the garden, much earlier than in previous years.   They 
originally started their search for new homes in January, before 
taking a break during the very cold spell. 

 
We have a lot to learn from these little birds.  They follow the seasons, and adapt 
accordingly, and as a result, they feed and breed successfully year after year.   Although 
there are changes in the populations of many of our familiar birds, much of this is due 
to the changing climate and to man-made changes, such as removing hedges which 
provide excellent nesting sites for some birds.    
 
The natural perils of life are part of their lives too, with predators robbing eggs or 
chicks from their nests.  Like ourselves, they face challenges and risks in life, as well as 
disease, with bird flu probably being the most familiar.    
 
Yet these little birds carry on.   Every morning they start the day in song.   Maybe we 
can learn from them to start the day rejoicing in all that God has done for us?  Indeed, 
the church’s service of morning prayer has  the words: “As we rejoice in the gift of this 
new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire with love for 
you; now and for ever.” 
 
We can also learn from the birds that God provides.   They work hard to gather their 
nesting materials and food to feed their chicks, but by following the seasons, all they 
need is ready for them when they need it.  Our own needs may not be easy to meet at 
times, but God will always provide a way.  And it may mean adapting to the seasons: 
last month salad and some vegetables were rationed in the supermarkets due to poor 
growing conditions in other countries – yet 100 years ago we wouldn’t have expected 
to have lettuce in February!    On the island of Iona, it's expected that root vegetables 
are the staple diet throughout the winter.   We have become accustomed to having 
what we want all year round, rather than what we need. 
 
So as we enjoy the longer days of spring, let's remember God’s presence with us each 
day and His goodness to us, however we experience this, and give Him thanks with 
rejoicing.    
 
Anne 
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CALENDAR 
Date Time Details 
Wednesday 1st 10:15 Coffee Morning and ‘Reflections’, Church Centre 
Wednesday 1st 11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips 
Wednesday 1st 19:00 Holy Communion with Ashing 
Thursday 2nd 10:00 Churchyard working party 
Thursday 2nd 12:30 Friendship Lunch, Church Centre 
Sunday 5th 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 
Sunday 5th 09:30 Family Communion 
Sunday 5th 18:00 Evensong, with act of healing 
Monday 6th 13:00 Staff Meeting 
Tuesday 7th 16:00 Events Committee meeting 
Wednesday 8th 09:45 Worship Committee 
Wednesday 8th 10:15 Coffee Morning, Church Centre 
Wednesday 8th 11:00 Lent Course, St Marks Room 
Wednesday 8th 11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips 
Sunday 12th 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 
Sunday 12th 09:30 Family Communion 
Monday 13th 10:30 Staff Meeting 
Monday 13th 14:30 Standing Committee  
Tuesday 140h 13:30 Strictly Come Crafting, Church Centre 
Wednesday 15th 10:15 Coffee Morning, Church Centre 
Wednesday 15th 11:00 Lent Course, St Marks Room 
Wednesday 15th 11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips 
Sunday 19th 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 
Sunday 19th 09:30 Family Communion 
Sunday 19th 17:30 Refreshments, followed at 6pm with Evening Worship 
Monday 20th 15:45 Meditation Group 
Wednesday 22nd 10:15 Coffee Morning, Church Centre, with draw club 
Wednesday 22nd 11:00 Lent Course, St Marks Room 
Wednesday 22nd 11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips 
Wednesday 22nd 15:30 Messy Church 
Saturday 25th - - : - - St Marks Spring Fayre and Easter Egg Hunt  
Sunday 26th 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 
Sunday 26th 10:30 Family Communion for Mothering Sunday 
Sunday 26th 18:00 Evensong 
Monday 27th 10:30 Staff Meeting 
Monday 27th 19:00 PCC Meeting 
Tuesday 280h 13:30 Strictly Come Crafting, Church Centre 
Wednesday 28th 11:00 Lent Course, St Marks Room 
Thursday 30th - - : - - Rest home communions 
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READINGS FOR 9:30AM SERVICES 
The First Sunday of Lent 

5th March Old Testament Genesis 2 : vv 15 - 17. 3 : vv 1 – 7 
 New Testament Romans 5 : vv 12 – 19 
 Gospel Matthew 4 : vv 1 – 11 

The Second Sunday of Lent 
12th March Old Testament Genesis 12 : vv 1 – 4a 
 New Testament Romans 4 : vv 1 – 5, 13 – 17 
 Gospel John 3 : vv 1 – 17 

The Third Sunday of Lent 
19th March Old Testament Exodus 17 : vv 1 – 7 
 New Testament Romans 5 : vv 1 – 11 
 Gospel John 4 : vv 5 – 42 

The Fourth Sunday of Lent, Mothering Sunday 
26th March New Testament Colossians 3 : vv 12 – 17 
 Gospel John 19 : vv 25b - 27 

CAN YOU SPONSOR ELLIE? 
My name is Ellie, I am 13 years old and a member of 

Lymington Rowing Club. On Sunday 5th March I shall 

be taking part in a sponsored row from Lymington 

Quay to Bucklers Hard, Beaulieu. Our aim is to raise 

funds towards a much-needed new clubhouse. Our 

present one has become run down and very 

cramped, having been used since the 1950’s. It was actually an old nissen hut 

brought from Beaulieu airfield. 

The club supports people of various ages and abilities and is a great asset to 

the community, offering the opportunity to anyone who would like to become 

involved. I would be very grateful for any sponsorship if you are able. 

A sponsorship form is available in church, and you can also donate by text 

message – simply send the message LRCF13 and an amount (for example 

LRCF13 £10) to 70070 to do so. 

Thank you and best wishes: Ellie 
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NEW! – REFLECTIONS 
Coffee and cake followed by 20 minutes of shared thoughts on the previous 
Sunday's Gospel reading (found in your newsheet under 'Today's services'). 
Join us at 10.15am on the first Wednesday of each month for coffee, followed 
by 'Reflections' at 10.30am, at the Church Centre. Cost is 50p each for coffee 
and cake. Please speak with Anne Elliott for further details: do come along - 
everyone welcome! 

ST MARKS DRAW CLUB 
The winning numbers for the recent prize draw were as follows. 
Congratulations to our winners! 

 First Second Third 

January 692 256 780 

CHURCH CENTRE 
Mon 09:00 – 10:30 Yoga 
 13:45 – 14:45 Pilates 
 15:30 – 20:15 Children’s Dancing 
Tue 09:30 – 10:30 Zumba 
 13:30 – 16:00 NHS Retirement Fellowship (1st Tuesday only) 
 13:30 – 16:00 Strictly Come Crafting (2nd and 4th Tuesdays) 
 18:15 – 19:15 Pilates 
Wed 10:15 – 11:30 Coffee Mornings 
 15:30 – 17:15 Messy Church (once a month, see calendar) 
Thu 18:15 – 20:15 Pilates 

CONTACT DETAILS FOR BOOKINGS 
Church Centre Bookings Shirley Saunders 01590 677628 
Pilates Lynda Hutchins 01425 638464 
Children's Dancing Kayleigh Sergeant 01425 616750 
Yoga Anna Hasling 01202 434789 
Zumba Lucy Thomas 01590 645919 
Strictly Come Crafting Dorothy Davies 01590 676163 
NHS Retirement Fellowship Jacqui Allan 02380 666603 
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OUR COMMUNITY 
News and events from various groups in and around Pennington. 

PENNINGTON JUNIOR SCHOOL 

LIBRARY VOLUNTEERS 
We are desperately seeking parent volunteers to help us to 
maintain our school library. If you would be willing to help us 
out one or two afternoons a week, please leave your name at 
the school office. We will provide you with training and 

information of what is needed – we are looking forward to hearing from you. 

BOARD GAMES 
The current wet time play time games are in poor condition and missing parts. 
If you have any board or card games in good condition that you no longer use 
or are willing to donate to the school they would be much appreciated! Any 
donations should be left at the school office for us to allocate them fairly to all 
classes. 

GOODBYES 
Mrs Cantrell, Mrs Gray and Mrs Hunt will be leaving us at the end of this half 
term. They have worked hard for the school and we would like to thank them 
for their many years of dedicated service. We wish them well for the future 
and hope they will come back and visit us from time to time. 
 

A ‘COCKTAIL’ CONCERT - WITH A DIFFERENCE! 
Saturday 25TH March 2017 18:00 – 19:30 
St. Saviours Church, Wilverley Road, Brockenhurst 
 
come and listen to unusual instruments (ones that are less 

often heard) and songs from the friday girls - There will be ‘refreshments in a 
glass’! 
 
All donations will go to street pastors and nightstop (two local charities to help 
vulnerable people on the streets).   
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PENNINGTON RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 
Did you know that Bees are the only insect in the 
world that make food that people can eat?  And 
that honey contains all of the substances needed 
to sustain life, including enzymes, water, minerals 
and vitamins? In fact, one in three mouthfuls of 
the food we eat is dependent on pollination at a 

time when a crisis is threatening the world's honey bees. 
 
At this year’s AGM and Social evening, we are delighted to welcome guest 
speaker, Mr Ted Scott, who will give a talk entitled "Honey Bees" about bees 
as their importance as pollinators. With more than 40 years’ experience in bee 
keeping, and setting up a hive, Ted will advise on local sources of nectar and 
bee-friendly plants to grow in the garden. 
 
All members of the community are invited to “Bee” 
there. It will be an opportunity to catch up with friends 
and neighbours, meet some of our members and the 
councillors, and find out what the PRA is up to in 2017. 
 
We will be serving a complimentary ploughman’s 
supper with wine and soft drinks in a pleasant and 
convivial atmosphere.  So why not pop along?   
 
Date: Friday 31st March, 2017 
Time: 7pm for 7:15pm 
At: Pennington WI hall, Lodge Road, Pennington, SO41 8HE 
 
Further information, and Minutes of our meetings, can be found at our website 
www.penningtonra.co.uk There are also two Facebook pages: 
Pennington Residents’ Association and Pennington RA Village Events 
 

UPCOMING ST MARKS SPRING FAYRE  
'We are having a toy stall and would be grateful for any donations of small toys 
in good condition for this'.  Please bring to church or ring Ingrid on 01590 
677940. 
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PENNINGTON WI 
On a crisp and cold Valentine’s evening, the Pennington WI 
ladies met for February’s monthly meeting. After the usual 
rendition of Jerusalem, President Di Clark warmly welcomed 
at least 30 people to the hall, handing out yummy heart 
shaped chocolates. This was swiftly followed by the minutes 

from last month’s meeting being read by Daphne and agreed by the rest of the 
members. 
 
Di Clark went over the matters arising which included the next meet up of the 
Lunch Club at The Plough in Tiptoe and the postponed Ringwood Brewery 
Tour. Di also gave details of other 2017 outings that Pennington WI including 
June’s trip to Arundel, and August’s trip to Jane Austen’s House and 
Watercress Line 
 
Up next was Secretary Carol Labram who gave an update on the 
correspondence, highlighting interesting articles in the current edition of 
Hampshire News as well as going over the recent mailings.  
 
The Treasurer, Di Young then gave a quick update on the bank balances. 
Following this, Di Clark gave a reminder of activities which included the next 
lunch club meet up, March’s quiz night, Pennington WI’s birthday lunch, the 
spring Group meeting, the spring Council meeting, the summer jumble sale, 
the summer fundraising stall at Lymington market, the New Forest Show, the 
Lymington & Pennington Arts Festival and the community litter pick.  
 
The final item was the speaker, Helen Talbot, who gave an interesting talk 
about her treks to The Himalayas with wonderful photographs of her 
escapades. Helen also displayed her beautiful sketches she did whilst on her 
treks as well as the Himalayan prayer flags she made. 
 
The evening was closed with the usual raffle and refreshments which included 
homemade valentine cupcakes by Beryl and heart shaped biscuits by Sam as 
part of the WI climate change campaign #ShowTheLove. 
 
  



11 

  



12 

CHURCHYARD REPORT 
Ingrid Bolhoven, 01590 677940 
This month we have started clearing up brambles, gorse and 
holly and cutting long grasses, so we can identify hidden 
graves, and clear old growth before the growing season starts 
in earnest. 
 

On clearing out the bird boxes before the nesting season 
begins, Roy found two addled eggs.  I have tried to identify 
them, see picture, and think they belong to the Tit family, 
possibly the blue-tits.  Four or five years ago, most of the 
bird boxes were occupied, but more recently, not so many 
have been in use. This makes me think that either there is 
a downward trend in birds, or there is not enough food for them.  So, with this 
in mind, I want to encourage more wild flowers to help rebalance the food 
chain.  We need to clear the ground now, so the daisies and other wild flowers 
get a chance to flourish, thus providing food for insects, insects for birds, and 
so on.  Once we get the balance right, we should hopefully encourage more 
birds, butterflies and insects, to the churchyard.  Being next to the Common 
helps of course, but even there, there is a trend to open grassland thus 
depriving birds of food and nesting sites.  As every vegetable grower knows, 
insects are needed for fertilisation, and growing flowers, such as Verbena 
bonariensis which attracts butterflies and makes a light see through screening 
etc, and flowers high in nectar around the vegetable patch helps. 
 

The purple crocus at the Wainsford 
Road side near the hut are in flower, 
and the new crocus planting at the top 
of the path there, are showing 
through. This is welcome news for the 
early bees searching for food. 
 
We meet again on the 2nd March from 
10 – 12 whatever the weather, so do 

pop in and see us if you have any questions about the churchyard, or would 
like to join our small team.  You would be very welcome. 
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SPRING FAYRE AND 
EASTER EGG HUNT 
Coming up on Saturday 25th March 
from 10am until midday, join us at the 
Pennington WI hall, for our annual 
spring fair and easter egg hunt! 
 
With cakes and edibles, plants for sale, 
bricabrac, tombola, lucky dip, toys and 

books for sale and a raffle too, a great morning for the family! £1 per entry. 
 

SOME THOUGHTS ON LENT 
Starting  11am on the 8th March, each Wednesday morning, through Lent 
Lent is the period of 40 days which comes before Easter in the Christian 
calendar. Beginning on Ash Wednesday, Lent is a season of reflection and 
preparation before the celebrations of Easter.  Most Christians regard Jesus' 
time in the wilderness as the key event for the duration of Lent. 
 
Lent is an important time of preparation for Christians. The death and 
resurrection of Christ, celebrated during Holy Week and Easter, is the 
culmination of Christian faith. 

WHY IS IT CALLED LENT? 
Lent is an old English word meaning 'lengthen'. Lent is observed in spring, 
when the days begin to get longer. 
 
May we warmly invite you to join us each Wednesday at from the 8th March  
for a short time of reflection, discussion and prayer  through the season of 
Lent. Together we will prepare for the wonderful and joyous celebration of 
Easter - which this year takes place on 16th April. Each session will last no 
longer than 20 minutes and wonderfully encourages each of us in our Christian 
journey. 
 
I look forward to welcoming you and spending a short time together each week. 
Phillip Attwood  
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HELP URGENTLY REQUIRED 
Could you be the refreshments manager we are looking for? 
Lyndhurst Deanery are urgently searching for a capable volunteer to head the 
Refreshment Team at the 2017 New Forest Show. We need someone who can 
spare us a week of their time at the end of July for an intense burst of activity, 
organising the work rota and setting up the refreshment area, ready for an 
influx of up to 1,000 thirsty people each day. People give by donation only, so 
there is a minimum of cash handling involved. 
 
There is a keen and happy team of volunteers waiting to welcome you and to 
assist you in the provision of drinks from 8am until 5pm, for the 25th, 26th and 
27th July. One day either side will be needed for setting up and closing down 
the team activities.  
 
A work handbook containing details 
of the complete operation is available 
for the right person. 
 
PLEASE contact Barry Kent (Church 
Tent Organiser), if you feel that you 
are being called to this very 
worthwhile and important project. 
 
Contact: 01425 611348   /   07999 504388   /   barrykent@minister.com 

ST MARKS WALL PAINTINGS TALK 
As part of our 2017 Patronal Festival Weekend, a fully illustrated talk is to be 
given by Peter Martindale (ARC FIIC). Peter is the conservator who has so 
wonderfully restored the wall paintings around the sanctuary at St Marks to 
their former bright and clear glory. 
 
Coming up on the 22nd April at 2:30pm, entry is £6 and includes light 
refreshments. 

 

mailto:barrykent@minister.com
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MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION FOR 2017 
We thank you for subscribing to the magazine and payment is now due, if you wish to continue 
into 2017! The amount due for the year’s supply of the St Marks Church Parish Magazine is £6 
which includes free delivery. 

 
Payment may be made by cheque or postal order and either forwarded to our Treasurer, Teresa 
Nivison, at the address below, or dropped into Church. 
 
If you have any questions about a subscription to the parish magazine, please contact John 
Nivison on 01590 672896 or alternatively by e-mail at john.nivison@btinternet.com 
 

Name  Date      /     /      

Address  

  

  

Please return this form with your cheque payment (payable to St Marks PCC) to: 
Mrs Teresa Nivison, 6 Stratford Place, Lymington, SO41 9TL 

ST MARKS DRAW CLUB 
April is the start of the St. Mark’s Draw Club Year and the size of the prizes depends on your 
generosity.  Please return your form with cash or cheque made payable to St. Mark’s Draw 
Club as soon as possible to the address below and you will receive your membership card in 
time for our next draw. 
 
The monthly draws are made on 4th Wednesday of each month at the Church Centre Coffee 
Mornings and winning numbers will be displayed on the Notice Board in the Church Centre 
and the Parish Magazine. 
 

Name  Date      /     /      

Address  

  

  

 
I would like to join St. Mark’s Draw Club for 12 months and would like . . . . chances per month 
(25p per chance). 
 
 I enclose cash/cheque/P.O. for £ . . . . . . 
 I am over 16 years of age. 
 
Please return this form with your cheque payment (payable to St Marks Draw Club)  to: 
Mrs B Gates, 25 South Street, Pennington, Hampshire,SO41 8EB 

mailto:john.nivison@btinternet.com
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ORGAN RESTORATION APPEAL 
Within the chancel of St Marks stands 
our organ, which remains largely 
unaltered from the originally installed 
instrument - built by Bishop & Son 
around 1904, the instrument is 
situated on the north side of the 
chancel and extends partially into the 
vestry behind. With musical pipes 
nestled within an oak carved trellis, our 
organ has led song for new lives 
coming together through marriage, 
provided the right note as we say a 
fond farewell to loved ones and brings 

our congregation together for worship each and every week. 
 
However, the decades from initial installation have taken their toll upon this centre 
piece to music at St Marks. Our organists are very talented to make the most of 
squeeky pedals and leaky pipes - but as time goes by, the quality of the music the organ 
can produce diminishes. 
 
St Marks are applying for grants towards the costs of restoring this instrument, 
however we will be short of the full amount to cover the cost for this. Therefore, we 
would be grateful for your generosity, if you feel able to donate to this cause. 
 

Name  Date      /     /      

Address  

  

  

 
 I wish Gift Aid to apply to the above donation. 
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I play less Income Tax and / or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax 
year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all donations, it is my responsibility to pay any difference 

 
Please return this form with your cheque donation (payable to St Marks PCC) to: 
Mrs Teresa Nivison, 6 Stratford Place, Lymington, SO41 9TL  
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STEWARDSHIP 
By Gordon Randall 
Anne Elliot asked me if I’ll say a little bit today about 
encouraging us in our Christian Generosity and to try and 
include within that something on ‘Christian thinking around 
legacy giving’. My immediate thought was ‘I don’t want to do 
this’ but being a bit of a soft touch I said ‘yes’ before then 
thinking ‘how on earth am I going to do this’. So as I begin to 

discuss this with you just bear with me because initially, you may wonder 
where I’m going with this. 
 
Do I want to start by telling you about the strange habit that my wife has 
developed? Over the last few years, my wife Ruth has become involved in the 
rather strange act of Geocaching! If you’re perplexed let me explain! 
Geocaching is a high-tech treasure hunting game played throughout the world 
by adventure seekers equipped with handheld GPS devices. 
 
The basic idea is to locate hidden containers of treasure, called geocaches 
located outdoors and then to share your experiences online. Essentially Ruth 
enjoys going on walks (all over the place) and finding treasure, that’s been 
hidden by fellow geocachers. It’s weird! 
 
To be fair I’m mentioning geocaching not to try 
to embarrass my wife (who may be reading this, 
so this is very dangerous) but to highlight the 
fascination we have with treasure in this world. 
For example, do you remember the Indiana 
Jones films – then there was the Pirates of the 
Caribbean – it was all about finding treasure. 
 
A huge amount in this world is about finding, possessing and protecting our 
‘treasure’. In the same way that we can be fascinated by treasure, we can also 
be drawn to the lure of money. Do you remember the programme that used 
to be on TV called ‘Who wants to be a millionaire’? The drama and tension the 
programme developed was very clever – as the contestant gambled thousands 
of pounds based on a response from the audience, 50-50, or phone a friend!  
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So often we hear the expression ‘this is a life changing sum of money’. Society 
drives us to think that if we have enough ‘treasure’ enough ‘money’ we will be 
happy, we will be safe, we will be secure, it will change our lives. Yes – it may 
bring a higher degree of luxury but I think deep down we all recognise that 
Money can’t buy you love, or happiness. Indeed sometimes we witness the 
very opposite where it brings just loneliness and unhappiness! So over the next 
few minutes, I thought we could think a little bit about our treasure that we 
store up here on earth and what we can do with it. 
 
In Matthew 6:19-24 Jesus talks about a treasure. He says we are not to lay up 
treasure for ourselves here on earth? Having said that lets first be careful in 
understanding what He is NOT forbidding – what he was not saying. First, be 
assured there is no ban on possessions in themselves; Scripture nowhere 
forbids private property. Second, ‘saving for a rainy day’ is not forbidden to 
Christians, or for that matter is a life insurance policy which is only a kind of 
savings by self-imposed compulsion. On the contrary, Scripture praises the ant 
for storing in the summer food it will need in the winter and declares that the 
believer who makes no provision for his family is worse than an unbeliever. So, 
thirdly, we are not to despise, but rather to enjoy, the good things which our 
Creator has given us richly to enjoy. So neither having possessions, nor making 
provision for the future, nor enjoying the gifts of a good Creator are included 
in the ban on earthly treasure-storage. 
 
So what is Jesus saying? What Jesus is talking about is the selfish accumulation 
of things. Jesus says “do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth”. For 
example …the foolish fantasy that a person’s life consists in the abundances of 
his possessions; or the hardheartedness which does not feel the colossal need 
of the world’s underprivileged people. 
 
Earlier I asked you to imagine what you’d do with £2 million? I have no idea 
what you discussed but when we witness our world we don’t have to look too 
hard to witness the way greed and materialism can consume us. 
 
In America, they did a survey. They wanted to find out what people would do 
for money. For at least $2million, people responded they would do these 
things for money: 
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 25% Would abandon their entire family 

 23% Would become prostitutes for a week or 
more 

 16% Would give up their American citizenship 

 16% Would leave their spouses 

 10% Would withhold testimony and let a 
murderer go free 

 7% Would kill a stranger 

 3% Would put their children up for adoption. 
 
Jesus says where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. As Christians 
perhaps the important thing to remember is the principle of stewardship – God 
owns; we manage. We are to be a steward of what He entrusts to our care. 
That includes our money, our time, our gifts, our planet. So…as Christians Jesus 
encourages us to ‘Store up Treasure in Heaven’ but how do we do that? We 
need to be very careful about this. This is really important – when discussing 
storing up treasure in heaven Jesus is NOT saying we can accumulate credits 
here on earth that we can then draw upon in heaven. Additionally storing up 
Treasure in Heaven doesn’t help us get to heaven. Such thoughts completely 
contradict the gospel of grace which Jesus and his apostles consistently taught. 
 
So what are we talking about here – well think of it like this….Jesus said, “For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Mt 6:21). Whilst it may 
be difficult to tell where our treasure is, it isn’t quite so hard to identify where 
our hearts are! Billy Graham, the famous American Evangelist once said: “Give 
me five minutes with a person’s chequebook, and I will tell you where their 
heart is.” 
 
When Jesus was talking about storing up treasure in heaven he meant doing 
anything on earth whose effects last for eternity. That includes many things. 
For example, every time we worship God it’s a deposit in our heavenly bank 
accounts. Other examples – every time we choose love over hate, kindness 
over harshness, empathy over insensitivity, truth-telling overlying, forgiveness 
over grudge-bearing, a polite spirit over rudeness, silence over slander, 
wisdom over foolishness, purity over immorality, we delight the heart of God 
and add to our heavenly portfolio.  
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And of course building up treasure in heaven includes generosity. Generosity 
can cover many things but one huge impact is the giving of money. When we 
die most of us will have accumulated some treasure here on earth, it may be a 
house, it may be some savings, it may be some possessions. Some of this we 
will rightly pass on to loved ones but some of it, we can also pass on to continue 
the mission of Christ here on earth. Leaving a gift in our will to the church or a 
Christian agency is surely a brilliant way of doing one final act in this lifetime 
to store up treasure in heaven by doing something here on earth whose effects 
last for eternity. Jesus calls us to express His love, kindness, and compassion to 
those in need. A legacy is a final way we can do this. When we do, we are 
storing up treasures in heaven where rust can’t corrupt, moths can’t eat, and 
thieves can’t steal. It’s a great investment plan!” 
 
1 Peter. 1:4 calls our deposits “an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 
fade—kept in heaven for you…” What we are talking about here are activities 
with eternal consequences that no burglar can steal and no vermin destroy. 
Treasure in heaven is secure. Precautionary measures to protect it are 
unnecessary. It needs no insurance cover. It is indestructible. Therefore, Jesus 
seems to be saying to us, ‘If it’s a safe investment you’re after, nothing could 
be safer than this; Treasure in Heaven (which can include a gift left in your will 
to Christ’s mission) is a gilt-edged security whose gilt will never tarnish.’ 
 
So to finish let’s briefly return to the treasure hunts from Indiana Jones, Pirates 
of the Caribbean and geocaching because Treasure maps usually have a cross 

that ‘marks the spot’. And for 
us too, we have a cross that 
marks the spot where our 
treasure is found. Our 
treasure is found in the cross. 
The cross marks the spot 
where the treasure is given 
to us. Only it isn’t a hidden 
treasure. It isn’t hard to find. 
It isn’t buried. We don’t have 
to risk life and limb to find it, 
claim it and keep it. But we 
do have to give our lives for 
it. 
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BAD HABITS 
By Paul Young 
As I sit here, chewing my fingernails down to the quip and 
think about all the stuff I’ve got to do …but don’t because I’m 
watching my favourite television show, it occurs to me that 
really I don’t have any bad habits. Okay, sure – so I said I’d 
collect my wife from the train station at half past and it’s 
twenty-two now – but you know, my telly programme has 

nearly finished, hasn’t it? 
 
As we go about our daily lives, it’s very easy for life to fit into a routine. Routine 
is fine of course: it’s good to know what we need to do and when we need to 
do it. But routine can form into habits and habits aren’t always a good thing. 
 
With the countdown to Lent starting this Sunday, I thought I’d look at some of 
the common bad habits we might have – that even the most devout and 
considerate Christian can fall into. 
 

A dishonest man spreads strife, and a whisperer separates close 
friends. 
Proverbs 16:28 

 
I went to Cardiff last year for my birthday. As a big Doctor Who fan, I wanted 
to see the exhibition on the quay there – and it was fantastic. Not quite so 
much for my poor wife, suffice it to say – thus we also looked around the city 
and the other attractions there to offer. One such attraction is the castle – used 
during the war as a safe place during German bombing raids. 
 
Posters inside the castle from the time confirm the 
government message – one such message of great 
importance was to cut back on gossip. 
 
Gossip is a wonderful thing. I know something you 
don’t know about so and so – and would you believe it, 
they’re doing such and such with you wouldn’t guess 
who: the shame! But don’t tell anyone I told you, our 
little secret, eh? 
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It’s easy to be enticed by gossip and we by our nature seem to want to delve 
into the private lives of celebrities and even those around us. But as Christians, 
does it do us any good? Is what we hear and recount truthful? Is it likely to hurt 
someone by our interest and spreading of it? Or is it best to ignore it, if it has 
no impact on our lives? 
 

I will meditate on your precepts and fix my eyes on your ways. I will 
delight in your statutes; I will not forget your word. 
Psalms 119:15-16 

 
Procrastinating is a terrible habit that can hold off and stop things that we plan 
to do because we become lazy. Don’t put things off until last minute, get them 
done first – even if (and perhaps especially because) you don’t enjoy it. When 
it’s done then you can do something more fun without worrying about what 
you should be doing. 
 

Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. 
Philippians 2:4 

 
In my opening to this, I’d suggested I’d ignored the fact that I’d promised to 
meet my wife at the train station at a particular time. Now, of course I’d never 
do that  – but poor timekeeping really let’s those we care about down. Indeed, 
there are some people I know who I’ll invite over or arrange to meet an hour 
earlier than intended: knowing that they’ll be late anyway, so should be there 
“on time” if I tell them to be there earlier. Don’t be the late person: it’s better 
to be there ten minutes early than the other way around. 
 

to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life 
and is corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit 
of your minds, and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of 
God in true righteousness and holiness. 
Ephesians 4:22-24 

 
Now, this is actually a genuine truth. Once, the dog really, honestly, truthfully 
ate my homework. Honest, and surprisingly, the teacher believed me. 
 
Sucker. 
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But in all seriousness, through Christ we’re given a new life and new 
opportunities. To truly follow Christ, we must turn our backs on lying and 
deceit. 
 
With Lent upon us, many of us will think about what we can give up. Smoking, 
drinking, caffeine – but perhaps we need to look closer at ourselves: perhaps 
there’s something we can change that can last beyond the forty days of Lent?  

ALL IN THE MONTH OF MARCH 
200 years ago: on 5th March 1817 that Sir Austen Henry Layard, French-born 
British archaeologist, traveller, and diplomat, was born. He is best known for 
excavating the ancient Mesopotamian cities of Nimrud and Niniveh and 
discovering the library of Ashurbanipal.  
 
175 years ago: on 9th March 1842 that Verdi’s opera Nabucco was 
performed for the first time, at La Scala in Milan. It was the opera that 
established Verdi’s reputation. 
 
100 years ago: on 6th March 1917 that Frankie Howard, British comedian and 
comic actor, was born. Best known for his role in the TV series Up Pompeii! 
And as a member of the Carry On… team. 
 
75 years ago: on 24th March 1942 that during World War 2, the national loaf 
was introduced in Britain. It was made from wholemeal flour, and most 
people did not like it.  
 
60 years ago: on 25th March 1957 that the Treaty of Rome was signed, 
creating the European Economic Community which was founded on 1st 
January 1958. (It was renamed the European Community in 1993 and was 
dissolved in 2009, having been replaced by the 
European Union.) 
 
20 years ago: on 15th March 1997 that the British girl 
band Spice Girls became the first group in history to 
reach number 1 in the charts with every one of their 
first four singles.   
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PRAYERS – MARCH 
1st Little Dene Copse 17th Northover Road 

2nd Lodge Road 18th Oak Tree Mews 

3rd Long Close 19th All preparing for marriage or baptism 

4th Lower Pennington Lane 20th Oliver Road 

5th Mead Road 21st Pennington Close 

6th Maple Court 22nd Pennington Oval 

7th Meadowlands 23rd Our PCSO attached to Pennington 

8th Meadow Road 24th All who work and learn in our schools 

9th Milford Road 25th Pinetops Close 

10th Middle Common Road 26th Pitmore Lane 

11th Parochial Church Council 28th Pound Road 

12th Groundstaff and church cleaners 29th Homeless in Pennington 

14th Village shops and shopkeepers 30th Priestlands Road 

15th Newbridge Way 31st Priestlands Lane 

16th North Greenlands   

THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED – MARCH 
If you would like someone to be remembered in the prayers at church on the nearest Sunday, 
please give the name and date to one of our churchwardens, Teresa Nivison or Maureen Barnard. 

 
2nd Frederick WOODFORD 19th Brian BAKER 
3rd Richard GUNNELL 20th Iris HICKS 
 Michael WHITE 21st John TOTTERDELL 
 Isla HORNE 23rd Glenda CLARK 
4th Keith BURLEY  Wendy CHAMPION 
5th Richard PRESS 24th Joyce BAINES 
 Beatrice PRESS 27th Elizabeth LEONARD 
7th Audrey ROWE  Edna PARRAMORE 
8th Wendy SIMPSON 28th Amy GATES 
12th Alan FITZGERALD 30th Peter LABRAM 
17th Cyril BENNETT  Violet DOE 
18th Joyce GARDNER 31st Kathleen FAIRWEATHER 
 Edna BUTLIN  Bryan HALSEY 
 Margaret BROWN   

RECENTLY DEPARTED 
8th February Beryl Ann Croutear 
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PARISH CONTACTS 
Church Office General Enquiries 01590 672896 
Church Wardens Mrs Teresa Nivison 07541 842025 

Mrs Maureen Barnard 07541 721440 
Parish Administrator Jackie Paul 01590 671813 
Associate Priest Rev. Anne Elliott* 07553 552540 
PCC Secretary Mrs Eve Jolly 01590 679310 
PCC Treasurer Mrs Teresa Nivison 07541 842025 
Gift Aid Secretary Mrs Maureen Barnard 07541 721440 
Envelope Scheme Mrs Maureen Barnard 07541 721440 
Director of Music Dr. Leigh Jerwood 01590 678678 
Church Centre Manager Mrs Shirley Saunders 01590 677628 
Church Centre Bookings Mrs Shirley Saunders 01590 677628 
Parish Visitors Mrs Christine Scott 01590 672335 
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Pat Wright 01590 678416 
Magazine Editor Mr Paul Young editorstmarks@yahoo.co.uk 
Magazine Advertising Mr John Nivison 07541 842025 
and Distribution JohnNivison@stmarks-pennington.org.uk 
Traidcraft Mrs Pat Wright 01590 678416 
Pennington Junior School Headteacher 01590 672104 
Bible Fellowship Mrs Ingrid Bolhoven 01590 677940 
Churches Together Mrs Anne Harris 01590 678378 
Messy Church Mrs Sandy Negrescu 01590 675506 
New Forest Basics Bank  01590 610008 
*Not available on Friday 

 
There are additional contact methods available 
through our church website (www.stmarks-
pennington.org.uk) – as well as general 
enquiries being welcome via email to 
enquiries@stmarks-penninton.org.uk.  

Whilst we work towards appointing a new priest 
in charge for St Marks, we are very fortunate to 
have Anne Elliott with us as a familiar face to 
lead us in worship. For any day to day questions 
in regards to St Marks however, please find our 
church wardens are happy to help with any 
questions you may have as they guide our church 
through this time of interregnum. 
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SERVICE TIMES AT ST MARKS 
Holy Communion (BCP) Sundays, 8:00am 
Family Communion Sundays, 9:30am 
Evensong with Act of Healing 1st Sunday, 6:00pm 
Evening Worship 3rd Sunday, 6:00pm 
Evensong 4th Sunday, 6:00pm 
Holy Communion Wednesdays, 11:30am 

 
For any changes to these services, please refer to the calendar on the inside 
front cover of this magazine, on our parish notice boards or upon our website. 

REGULAR MEETINGS 
Choir Practice (Church) Sundays, 8:45am 
Coffee Morning (Church Centre) Wednesdays, 10:15 – 11:30am 
 (Church) Sundays, 8:45 – 9:30am 
Rainbows (Pennington Guide hut) Tuesday, 5:15pm 
Brownies (Pennington Guide hut) Wednesday, 6:00pm 
Brownies (Pennington Guide hut) Thursday, 5:30pm 
Guides (Pennington Guide hut) Thursday, 7:15pm 
Beavers (Pennington Scout hut HQ) Thursday, 6:00pm 
Cubs (Pennington Scout hut HQ) Wednesday, 6:30pm 
Scouts (Pennington Scout hut HQ) Monday, 7:00pm 
Scouts (Pennington Scout hut HQ) Friday, 7:00pm 
Explorers (Pennington Scout hut HQ) Thursday, 8:00pm 

 
St Marks welcomes all who come through our doors – be 
your visit a brief one for the wedding of a friend or family, or 
a regular one as a member of our church family. If you wish 
to help St Marks to spread God's truth in our local community 
and beyond, your donation is always welcome. 

 
You can donate by text if you wish; simply send the message PRAY25 and your 
donation amount to 70070 to donate to St Marks Church - for example, 
'PRAY25 £5' - and make a difference today. 

St Marks Church, Ramley Road, Pennington, SO41 8GQ 
www.stmarks-pennington.org.uk 

Submissions for the March edition are required to the editor by the 18th March 2017 
 


