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FROM THE PULPIT  
When I was aged about 8, I went through a period of being afraid 
of the dark. I had recently watched a film about the supposed 
creature that haunts the high peaks of the Himalayas, the ‘Yeti’ or 
more popularly known as the ‘Abominable Snowman’. The sight of 
this half mythical creature chasing mountaineers and crashing 
through the door of their flimsy shelter in the snow really 

frightened me and for months I would only fall asleep if a light was left on in the room. 
 
We are all affected by fear; some fears are healthy; like avoiding putting our hands 
into boiling water or crossing the road in the face of an oncoming juggernaut. These 
fears protect us from danger and keep us safe. Fear may be a one-off feeling when we 
are faced, for example, a new or unfamiliar situation. But it can also be an everyday, 
long-lasting problem – even if we can’t put our finger on why. Some people feel a 
constant sense of anxiety all the time, without any particular trigger. Many of us may 
have very good reasons to feel afraid; the uncertain long-term effects of climate 
change, the resurgence of the threat of nuclear conflict and other anxieties about the 
state of our world all give us cause to fear. Maybe we fear what people think of us… 
or not having enough money…or speaking in public, flying, being far from home, or 
spiders. We may fear failure or rejection…or fear losing someone close to us. We may 
fear becoming seriously unwell and we may fear death.  
 
We can get help to talk through our fears and elsewhere in this month’s magazine are 
a number of agencies listed, together with related web sites that offer professional 
and skilled help. In our Morning Worship on the third Sunday in March we shall give 
some space to consider how counselling may help us begin to overcome our anxieties 
and fears. 
 
Many of the heroes of the faith listed in Hebrews 11 had times in their lives when they 
were afraid. Moses was afraid to ask Pharaoh to release the Israelites from captivity 
and asked God if his brother Aaron could do it for him. (Exodus 4) Gideon was so afraid 
that he hid in a winepress so that the advancing Midianite army would not find him 
(Judges 6). 
 
And where, ultimately, do we go with our fears and anxieties? Perhaps the prophet 
Isaiah has the best answer to give us, from Isaiah 43:1, will be an anchor and support 
in the coming weeks. 

 
With best wishes for the coming month, 
Phillip Attwood. 
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Calendar 
 Date   Time Details 

 1st Thursday 10:00 Churchyard working party 

  
 12:30 Friendship Lunch, St Mark’s Community Hall 

 4th Sunday 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 

     09:30 Celtic service with communion 

     18:00 Evensong with Act of Healing 

 5th Monday 10:30 Staff Meeting 

 7th Wednesday 10:15 Coffee Morning, St Mark’s Community Hall 

     11:00 Sharing Scripture, St Mark’s Lady Chapel 

     11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips 

 11th Sunday 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 

  
 09:30 Family Worship for Mothering Sunday 

 12th Monday 10:30 Staff Meeting 

 13th Tuesday 13:30 Strictly Come Crafting, St Mark’s Community Hall 

 14th Wednesday 10:15 Coffee Morning, St Mark’s Community Hall 

   11:00 Sharing Scripture, St Mark’s Lady Chapel 

   11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips 

 17th Saturday 10:00 2018 Spring Fayre, St Mark’s Community Hall 

 18th Sunday 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 

     09:30 Morning Praise 

     18:00 Evensong 

 19th Monday 10:30 Staff Meeting 

 21st Wednesday 10:15 Coffee Morning, St Mark’s Community Hall 

     11:00 Sharing Scripture, St Mark’s Lady Chapel 

     11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips 

     15:00 Messy Church 

H
o

ly W
eek 

25th Sunday 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 

 
 09:30 Family Communion for Palm Sunday 

26th Monday 10:30 Staff Meeting 

  19:00 Compline, St Mark’s Lady Chapel 

27th Tuesday 13:30 Strictly Come Crafting, St Mark’s Community Hall 

  19:00 Compline, St Mark’s Lady Chapel 

28th Wednesday 10:15 Coffee Morning, St Mark’s Community Hall 

  11:00 Sharing Scripture, St Mark’s Lady Chapel 

  11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips 

  19:00 Compline, St Mark’s Lady Chapel 

29th Thursday 19:00 Maundy Thursday, with stripping of the altar 

30th Friday 14:00 Stations of the Cross 
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HOW CAN COUNSELLING HELP ME? 
Counselling is a talking therapy that involves a trained therapist listening to 
you and helping you find ways to deal with emotional issues. Counselling can 
help you cope with: 

• a mental health condition, such as depression, anxiety or an eating 
disorder 

• What to expect from counselling 

• At your appointment, you'll be encouraged to talk about your feelings 
and emotions with a trained therapist, who'll listen and support you 
without judging or criticising. 

• The therapist can help you gain a better understanding of your feelings 
and thought processes, and find your own solutions to problems. But 
they won't usually give advice or tell you what to do. 

PRIVATE COUNSELLING 
If you decide to pay to see a private therapist, make sure they're qualified and 
you feel comfortable with them. The cost of private counselling can vary 
depending on where you live, with a session costing anywhere between £10 
and £70. 
 
The websites given below may help you further in a search for a counsellor 
with whom you feel comfortable working: 
 

• https://www.bacp.co.uk/ 

• https://www.mind.org.uk/ 

• https://www.cruse.org.uk/ 

2018 SPRING FAYRE 
On Saturday 17th March at St Mark’s Community Hall from 10 – 12noon our 
Spring Fayre is being organised, entrance £1 to include a drink and biscuits. 
There will be plants, cakes, tombola, books, bricabrac, lucky dip and free cream 
egg for every child. 
 
REQUEST: If you have any plants, cakes or bricabrac they would be most 
welcome. Please bring them along to church – plants could be brought over on 
the day. 

https://www.bacp.co.uk/
https://www.mind.org.uk/
https://www.cruse.org.uk/
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ALL IN THE MONTH OF MARCH 

IT WAS… 
200 years ago, on 11th March 1818 that Mary Shelley’s novel ‘Frankenstein, 
or, The Modern Prometheus’, was published. 
 
150 years ago, on 27th March 1868 that Patty Hill, American kindergarten 
teacher and nursery education reformer, was born. She co-wrote the melody 
of ‘Happy Birthday to You’ with her sister Mildred.  
 
Also 150 years ago, on 28th March 1868 that James Brudenell, 7th Earl of 
Cardigan, British General, died. As Commander of the Light Brigade during the 
Crimean War, he led the disastrous Charge of the Light Brigade at the Battle of 
Balaclava. Noted for his arrogance, extravagance, incompetence, generosity 
and bravery. 
 
75 years ago, on 13th March 1943 that there was the first of two failed 
attempts to assassinate Hitler in this month. On 13th he flew to Smolensk, 
Soviet Union, to inspect troops on the Easter Front. German Army officers had 
planted a bomb on board his plane, but it failed to explode, probably because 
the extreme cold froze the detonator. There was another attempt on his life in 
Smolensk.  
 
65 years ago, on 24th March 1953 that Queen Mary died. She was mother of 
King Edward Vlll and also of King George Vl. She was grandmother of Queen 
Elizabeth II. 
 
40 years ago, on 8th March 1978 that the first episode of Douglas Adam’s 
science fiction comedy series ‘The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy’ was 
broadcast on BBC Radio 4. 
 
Also 40 years ago, on 30th March 1978 that Britain’s Conservative Party 
recruited the (then unknown) advertising agency Saatchi & Saatchi to revamp 
its image and win votes ahead of the General Election in May 1979. They 
produced the famous slogan and advertising campaign ‘Labour isn’t Working’, 
which contributed to the Conservatives’ election win and Margaret Thatcher 
becoming Prime Minister.  
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ST MARK’S DRAW CLUB 
The winning numbers for the recent prize draw were as follows: 

 First Second Third 
January 398 398 250 

ST MARK’S COMMUNITY HALL 
Regular Events at the community hall 

Day Start End Event 

Mon 09:30 10:30 Yoga 
      Anna Harling, 01202 434789 
  13:45 14:45 Pilates 
      Lynda Hutchins, 01425 638464 
  15:30 20:15 Childrens Dancing 
      Kayleigh Sargeant, 01425 616750 

Tue 09:30 10:30 Zumba 
      Lucy Thomas, 01590 645919 
  13:30 16:00 NHS Retirement Fellowship 
      1st Tuesday, Jacqui Allan, 0380 666603 
  13:30 16:00 Strictly Come Crafting 
      2nd and 4th Tuesday, Dorothy Davies, 01590 676163 
  18:15 19:15 Pilates 
      Lynda Hutchins, 01425 638464 

Wed 10:15 11:30 Coffee Morning 

Thur 12:30 14:30 Friendship Lunch 
      1st Thursday, setup from 10:30 
  18:15 20:15 Pilates 
      Lynda Hutchins, 01425 638464 

Fri 10:00 12:00 Dance and Yoga 
      Hannah Bimpson, 01590 380267 

SAVE THE DATE! ADVANCE NOTICE 
On Sunday 22nd April we hope to have a Spring Concert in church to celebrate 
the renovation of the church organ and give thanks for the Open Garden event, 
taking place from 12 until 5pm on the same day. There will be poetry readings, 
organ and various instrumental music pieces and choir songs, beginning at 
6:30pm with teas and coffees. Donations in aid of the organ fund and church 
building renovations will be gratefully accepted.  
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CHURCHYARD NOTICES 
Ingrid Bolhoven 
I tell myself it is still February, and the Spring weather will 
arrive at some date in the not too distant future. Unlike me, 
some of the spring flowers aren’t hanging around waiting for 
warmer days. The crocus on the Wainsford Road side are 
pushing through. In a few weeks time you will be able to see 

the words ROTARY etched out in the mauve crocuses. The more established 
ones are carpeting the back of the church. On a rare sunny day, I spied a large 
white tailed bee lodged deep into a flower of the Hellebore species. It really is 
rewarding to have some winter flowering plants and shrubs, if only to feed the 
occasional early bees or even butterflies, some of which overwinter. I have by 
my front gate the lovely winter flowering honeysuckle, offering a lovely 
perfume, and a favourite of bees. Crocus too are often visited by them. 
Recently a rare sighting of a Gold-crest, our smallest bird, on the bird feeder; 
not often seen away from woodlands and conifers, they will visit our gardens 
in the cold weather. 
 
A pair of Robins have taken up residence under the holly. They are intimidated 
by a large colony of house sparrows, really stroppy little birds with loud voices. 
Come March, time to start work in the churchyard, raking leaves, replanning 
borders and general 
maintenance. A lot to do 
before Pennington Open 
Gardens Day on Sunday the 
22nd April. 
 
So, if you can be tempted 
outside away from the 
warmth of the fire, do come 
along on the first Thursday 
of the month starting at 10, 
to give us a hand. Then over 
a warm drink we have a 
short chat about our plans 
for the next month. 
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FIRST LYMINGTON BROWNIES 
Erika Rutter, Tawny Owl 
As we enter February, the girls get to 
choose a badge to do over a couple of 
weeks. We had some working towards 
their Cooks badge, others for a Craft 
badge and also popular was the Friend to 

Animals and Book Lover badges. Suffice to say, they all passed 
with flying colours to gain their badges! 
 
The cooks made Chicken stir-fry and fruit salad: very much 
enjoyed by all. The craft badge was won by individuals making a 
bag out of a T-shirt and paper-craft - and for the Friend to Animals badge, the 
girls had to make a poster of they favourite pet and discover more out about 
working animals.  
 
The week before half term we had seven new girls enrol with us: to celebrate 
our new members, cakes were baked and brought in to be enjoyed by all!  

IN MEMORY OF WILFRED OWEN 
One of the leading poets of the first world war, Wilfred Owen, was born on 
18th March 1893. Owen, who received the Military Cross for bravery in action, 
was noted for his shocking, realistic poetry about the horrors of trench and gas 
warfare, composing nearly all of his poems between August 1917 and 
September 1918. Only five poems were published in his lifetime. 
 
Raised as an Anglican evangelical, Owen was a devout believer in his youth, 
having been influenced through a strong relationship with his mother. Later 
on, however he questioned the attitude of the Church to the poor and the 
disadvantaged, and this was sharpened by his war experiences, several of 
which were traumatic and led to his being invalided home. 
 
At the end of August 1918, Owen returned to the front line – although he could 
easily have avoided it – and was killed in action on 4th November 1918, exactly 
one week (almost to the hour) before the signing of the Armistice. He was 
promoted to the rank of lieutenant the day after his death.  
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NEW FOREST SOUTH, STREET PASTORS 
Ingrid Bolhoven 
We are pleased to have some new people coming 
forward to train as Street Pastors. This will help 
toward our having more people to support our 
patrols. Never less than three people go out for safety 
reasons. If enough people, we can then have two 

patrols one early and one later, or cover more areas of an evening. There is 
training given, and new people are encouraged to go out quietly observing how 
it all works. 
 
The requirements are for people over 18 who have attended church regularly 
for one year and can commit to one Friday or Saturday evening, once a month. 
Being the only representative for St Mark’s, I have gained much knowledge and 
made good friendships in new places. I liken it to one big fellowship all working 
towards sharing God’s love with all. 
 
There are our ‘regulars’ who we meet and are always happy to see a friendly 
face and have a chat. Maybe we are the only people they have spoken with all 
day. I recently, off duty, had a long and interesting chat with one of our local 
Big Issue sellers, a couple. A wet miserable day but I noticed people stopping 
and passing the time of day with them. At the end of this particular day, they 
had to go back to their tent in the woods, which had been vandalised and food 
and few possessions trashed. I just couldn’t begin to imagine the horror of not 
just living out in these conditions, but the thoughtless acts of vandalism. 
 
Now, having just read the local paper, there are more reports of vandalism at 
Woodside, even breaking the defibrillator, and many other such happenings. 
 
Yes, we could (and do) throw our hands up in despair and wonder if it is all 
worth the effort. But we are called to pray into these situations. Turn negatives 
into positives and do what the Street Pastors do, carry on. 
 
For more information about us, see our website - or I would be happy to have 
a chat with you in church or at home.  
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PENNINGTON WI 
Pennington WI February meeting began with a Valentine’s Card 
competition and ended with Valentines themed biscuits and 
cakes. The ladies braved the wet and wind to come to the 
meeting on 13th February. There was lots discussed and an 

inspiring talk was given by Lesley De Gruchy about her journey to start her own 
artisanal “makers” shop. 
 
The Pennington WI ladies have plenty to keep them busy each month with the 
weekly ‘Stitches and Stuff’ meet up, the Lunch Club (this month hosted by The 
Musketeer), the Play Reading Group (reading Mabel Constanduros’s ‘Cuckoo 
Time’) and Craft Workshop (handmade flowers). As well as the monthly 
activities, the Pennington WI ladies are also going on various outings such as 
going to see Full Monty at The Regents Centre in Christchurch and the summer 
outing is already being planned, there’s talk of afternoon teas, picnics and 
museum visits. 
 
The Pennington WI ladies have lots planned for the year including their usual 
monthly meeting and activities plus items such as the Spring Group Meeting, 
Spring Council Meeting (Anton Du Beke is one of the speakers, exciting!), the 
Group Quiz rounds in June and the Group Skittles.  
 
Pennington WI invites you to join them for their community events including a 
quiz on 7th April (tickets are £10 per person to include a chippy supper), a 
jumble sale on 28th April (doors open at 2pm) and a table sale at Lymington 
Market on 23rd June (there’ll be homemade treats galore to enjoy!) 
Pennington WI will also be 
supporting St Mark’s Church 
Open Garden event in April with 
a cake stall full to the brim with 
yummy goodies. 
 
The ladies have lots planned for 
2018 and invite you to join them 
at their monthly meetings every 
second Tuesday of the month 
starting at 7pm prompt. 
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MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION FOR 2018 
We thank you for subscribing to the magazine and payment is now due, if you wish to continue 
into 2018! The amount due for the year’s supply of the St Mark’s Church Parish Magazine is £6 
which includes free delivery. 

 
Payment may be made by cheque or postal order and either forwarded to our Treasurer, Teresa 
Nivison, at the address below, or dropped into Church. 
 
If you have any questions about a subscription to the parish magazine, please contact John 
Nivison on 01590 672896 or alternatively by e-mail at john.nivison@btinternet.com 
 

Name  Date D D / M M / Y Y Y Y 

Address  

  

  

Please return this form with your cheque payment (payable to St Mark’s PCC) to: 
Mrs Teresa Nivison, 6 Stratford Place, Lymington, SO41 9TL 

ST MARK’S DRAW CLUB 
April is the start of the St. Mark’s Draw Club Year and the size of the prizes depends on your 
generosity. Please return your form with cash or cheque made payable to St. Mark’s Draw Club 
as soon as possible to the address below and you will receive your membership card in time 
for our next draw. 
 
The monthly draws are made on 4th Wednesday of each month at the St Mark’s Community 
Hall coffee mornings and winning numbers will be displayed on the Notice Board in the 
Community Hall and the Parish Magazine. 
 

Name  Date D D / M M / Y Y Y Y 

Address  

  

  

 
I would like to join St. Mark’s Draw Club for 12 months and would like . . . . chances per month 
(25p per chance). 
 
 I enclose cash/cheque/P.O. for £ . . . . . . 
 I am over 16 years of age. 
 
Please return this form with your cheque payment (payable to St Mark’s Draw Club) to: 
Mrs B Gates, 25 South Street, Pennington, Hampshire,SO41 8EB 

mailto:john.nivison@btinternet.com
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WATERAID 
WaterAid is another of the charities that we, at St. Mark, support throughout 
the year. 

 
 Extreme poverty won't end until 
everyone, everywhere has clean water, 
decent toilets and good hygiene. 
WaterAid are determined to make that 
happen within a generation – and believe 
the best way to do it is by working with 
others. 
 
That's why they are part of an active global 
network. Advisors, debate shapers, policy 
makers, engineers, campaigners and 
fundraisers - everyone at WaterAid are 
working towards a common goal: getting 

water, toilets and hygiene to the millions of people still living without these 
basic human rights. By working together, they can enable entire communities 
to unlock their potential, break free from poverty and change their lives for 
good. With the help of amazing people like you, WaterAid can make it happen. 
 
Clean water, decent toilets and good hygiene are vital for living a dignified, 
healthy life. Statistics can look stark. 1 in 3 people on our planet don't have a 
decent toilet of their own. 1 in 9 don't have clean water close to home. But 
thanks to your incredible support, they have already reached millions of 
people in some of the toughest places in the world. WaterAid can’t stop there. 
 
By working together, WaterAid can reach everyone, everywhere within a 
generation – and transform millions more lives for good. 
 

SOME STARK STATISTICS… 
• 844 million people don’t have clean water close to home. 

(WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme (JMP) Report 2017) 

• 2.3 billion people don't have a decent toilet of their own. 
(WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme (JMP) Report 2017) 
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• 31% of schools don’t have clean water.  
(UNICEF, Advancing WASH in Schools Monitoring, 2015) 

• Every minute a newborn dies from infection caused by lack of safe 
water and an unclean environment. 
(WHO, 2015) 

• Diarrhoea caused by dirty water and poor toilets kills a child under 5 
every 2 minutes. 
(WASHWatch.org) 

• Around the world up to 443 million school days are lost every year 
because of water-related illnesses. 
(Human Development Report, 2006) 

• Every $1 invested in water and toilets returns an average of $4 in 
increased productivity. 
(WHO, 2012) 

• The World Bank says promoting good hygiene is one of the most cost 
effective health interventions. 
(Disease Control Priorities, third edition (volume 2), 2016) 

• If everyone, everywhere had clean water, the number of diarrhoeal 
deaths would be cut by a third. 
(Tropical Medicine and International Health, 2014) 

• In 2016 to 2017, we reached 956,000 people with clean water, 1.1 
million with decent toilets and 1.6 million with good hygiene. 
(WaterAid UK, 2017) 

• Working with our partners around the world, we reached over 109 
people an hour with clean 
water between 2016 and 2017. 
(WaterAid UK, 2017) 

• Since 1981 we've reached 25.8 
million people with clean 
water and 25.1 million with 
decent toilets. 
(WaterAid UK, 2017) 

 
(Please note: all statistics are from the 
WaterAid website and are taken from 
WASHwatch, unless otherwise stated). 
  



21 

  



22 

KEEPING UP WITH THE JONES’S 
Paul Young 

A flower does not think of competing to the flower next to it. It just 
blooms. 

Zen Shin 
 
How are you getting on then: are you where you want to be? That plan you’d 
laid for yourself all of those years back: has that come to fruition? Have you 
been looking at those you grew up with – and find yourself feeling as if you 
might not be doing quite as well as they have? 
 
I know I’ve felt like that from time to time. Reading the posts on Facebook of 
those I knew at school, to see the new BMW they’ve bought can make me 
jealous. To read they’ve just come back from another holiday abroad brings 
me out in envy. The photos of their new conservatory bring out a 
dissatisfaction in me, as I’d thought about that …but never got around to it. 
Don’t get me started on the Instagram fad of sharing a photo of your food with 
the world wide web: I’m having a boring baked potato, whilst you’re out wining 
and dining tonight! 
 
I’m one of identical twins and growing up with your doppelgänger can lead to 
increased competition and rivalry than perhaps is the case with most siblings. 
It wasn’t uncommon for my poor parents to contend with cries of “he’s got 
more than me!”, as at dinner we’d eye up each other’s plates suspiciously. 
 
But even now, as my brother and I face our forties it hasn’t changed: I compare 
our lives and wonder “what if?”, as I measure my life against his – as I’m sure 
he does to mine. 
 
Comparing our lives against the lives of those around us is not in itself a bad 
thing. There are many individuals both present and past who can be a 
wonderful role model. However, the other side of this coin is how it leaves us: 
if we are always comparing our lives against a measure of how those around 
us are leading theirs, we either sanctimoniously declare our lives as better than 
theirs – or bring ourselves down if we aren’t. 
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If we’re spending our time “keeping up with the Jones’s”, are we doing 
ourselves a disservice? By measuring our worth with a yardstick against others, 
are we neglecting what makes us special? 
 

But let each one test his own work, and then his reason to boast will be 
in himself alone and not in his neighbour. For each will have to bear his 
own load. 

Galatians 6:4-5 
 
What others have or do not have, how others behave is unimportant. We are 
all unique individuals with a way of looking at our world in a distinct way to 
others. We each have our own merit and skill that we can use to contribute in 
a special way. 
 
We should focus on our own uniqueness and shouldn’t measure ourselves by 
the yardstick of others: it didn’t matter if they have a fancy car, the house you 
always dreamed of or are eating fancy food every night. For all you know, they 
are comparing their lives against yours and wish they were debt free like you 
are or could just have only a simple meal at home, once in a while. 
 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal 
of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, 
what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

Romans 12:2 
 
One of the fastest ways of discouraging yourself and getting trapped by the sin 
of envy is when you compare yourself to others. God has a specific plan for you 
and you won’t accomplish that plan by looking at others. 
 
No, the only person we should try to measure up against is Jesus – whose life, 
teachings and death should serve as example to us all. Of course, if we think 
that keeping up with the Jones’s is hard, the yardstick against Jesus may as well 
be a mile; but unlike the fickle and jealous comparisons we make against each 
other, measuring our progress against Jesus will raise us all up together. 
 
So, count your blessings and don’t worry about the blessings of someone else: 
as only you through Jesus can make a difference in your own life. 
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THE CHARGE OF THE LIGHT BRIGADE 

 
150 years ago, this month, James Brudenell, Earl of Cardigan, died. He was the 
officer in charge of the Light Brigade, who 12 years earlier, following a 
misleading order, charged valiantly at the massed ranks of the Russian artillery 
in the battle of Balaclava.  
 
Many of the men and horses were killed, and the rest were forced to withdraw. 
They had charged at the wrong target – they should have been retrieving some 
stolen guns from a small unit of Cossacks. The story was widely reported at 
home, but the event, and the Earl of Cardigan’s role in it, would have been long 
forgotten had not Alfred Lord Tennyson, six weeks after the news broke, 
written possibly his best-known poem, ‘The Charge of the Light Brigade’. 
 
I remember, perhaps 15 years ago, my son, who was then working for the BBC 
Sound Archive unit, telling me of his experience while copying and technically 
improving a batch of very early recordings. He was given one to work on which 
was Tennyson himself reciting ‘The Charge of the Light Brigade’. He described 
it as an eerie and moving experience – the poet’s calm and controlled voice 
and the profoundly emotional words, full of both anger and admiration. It can 
be found on the BBC website, via ‘Archive’.  
 
Although ‘the soldiers knew someone had blundered’, they charged valiantly 
into a hail of shells, ‘theirs but to do or die’. Great victories become part of 
history, but so do gallant defeats. Those 600 cavalrymen, immortalised by a 
great poet, may have lost the battle, but they won many hearts.  
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PRAYERS – MARCH 
1st Little Dene Copse, our Friendship Lunch 17th Northover Road 

2nd Lodge Road 18th Oak Tree Mews 

3rd Long Close 19th All preparing for marriage or baptism 

4th Lower Pennington Lane 20th Oliver Road 

5th Mead Road 21st Pennington Close, our Messy Church 

6th Maple Court 22nd Pennington Oval 

7th Meadowlands 23rd Our PCSO attached to Pennington 

8th Meadow Road 24th All who work and learn in our schools 

9th Milford Road 25th Pinetops Close 

10th Middle Common Road 26th Pitmore Lane 

11th Parochial Church Council 28th Pound Road 

12th Groundstaff and church cleaners 29th Homeless in Pennington 

14th Village shops and shopkeepers 30th Priestlands Road 

15th Newbridge Way 31st Priestlands Lane 

16th North Greenlands   

THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED – MARCH 
If you would like someone to be remembered in the prayers at church on the nearest Sunday, 
please give the name and date to one of our churchwardens, Teresa Nivison or Maureen Barnard. 

 
2nd Frederick WOODFORD 18th Joyce GARDNER 
3rd Richard GUNNELL  Edna BUTLIN 
 Michael WHITE  Margaret BROWN 
 Isla HORNE 19th Brian BAKER 
 Frank BARRON 20th Iris HICKS 
4th Keith BURLEY 21st John TOTTERDELL 
5th Richard PRESS 23rd Glenda CLARK 
 Beatrice PRESS  Wendy CHAMPION 
7th Audrey ROWE 24th Joyce BAINES 
8th Wendy SIMPSON 27th Elizabeth LEONARD 
 Cheryl BURBAGE  Edna PARRAMORE 
10th Milly BARON 28th Amy GATES 
12th Alan FITZGERALD 30th Peter LABRAM 
17th Cyril BENNETT  Violet DOE 
  31st Kathleen FAIRWEATHER 
   Bryan HALSEY 

 

IN PRAYER 
11th February Henry David Holder, upon his Baptism 
17th January Joan Stephens, rest in peace 
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SPRING 
Spring officially starts on the 20th March 2018 
– and the growth of new life is captured 
beautifully by Rebecca Rickaby, here! 
 
It is time, it is an exciting time! My father draws 
back the bar on the great door. He allows me 
out at last! 
 
I blow bubbles of warm playful breezes over the land. I pester the lady dawn 
to rise earlier allowing the lord of the heavens to linger longer daily, giving light 
and life to the peoples and the the land. 
 
I have been so long on my own contained indoors, protected. 
 
My playmates are born and start to thrive. I watch, anticipation rising. Leaves 
stretch and unfurl languorously. Shoots hear my call and respond. Struggling 
to escape their enforced hibernation. Peeping timorously, then relaxing under 
the showers that I give them, gaining confidence, turning to reach upwards. 
 
Greeting the lord of the heavens. 
 
My paint pots come out. I am let loose to experiment anew with the power of 
colour. I repaint the scenery, turning brows to vibrant greens, greys given a 
sheen of shimmering silver. Bright splodges and splashes appearing amidst the 
decaying deadwood. 
 
In my enthusiasm I rejuvenate, regenerate, gleefully spilling all my toys out of 
the cupboards. Laughingly scattering them for us all to play with. 
 
Together we wave the winter king off on his travels before turning back to our 
games. 
 
We spend the lengthening days together. Singing, swimming, swaying, 
scurrying. All dance to my tunes. Growing in strength, glowing with energy. 
 
For I am spring - child of the earth, autumn's exuberant offspring.  
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PARISH CONTACTS 
Church Office General Enquiries 01590 672896 
Church Wardens Mrs Teresa Nivison 07541 842025 

Mrs Maureen Barnard 07541 721440 
Parish Administrator Jackie Paul 01590 671813 
Associate Priest Rev. Anne Elliott* 07553 552540 
Licensed Lay Minister Phillip Attwood 07917 066727 
PCC Secretary Mrs Eve Jolly 01590 679310 
PCC Treasurer Mrs Teresa Nivison 07541 842025 
Gift Aid Secretary Mrs Maureen Barnard 07541 721440 
Envelope Scheme Mrs Maureen Barnard 07541 721440 
Director of Music Dr. Leigh Jerwood 01590 678678 
St Mark’s Community Hall Manager Mrs Shirley Saunders 01590 677628 
St Mark’s Community Hall Bookings Mrs Shirley Saunders 01590 677628 
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Diane Tapper 01590 674660 
Magazine Editor Mr Paul Young 07841 916526 
Magazine Advertising Mr John Nivison 07541 842025 
and Distribution JohnNivison@stmarks-pennington.org.uk 
Traidcraft Mrs Pat Wright 01590 678416 
Pennington Junior School Headteacher 01590 672104 
Bible Fellowship Mrs Ingrid Bolhoven 01590 677940 
Messy Church Mrs Sandy Negrescu 01590 675506 
Safeguarding  07502 421683 
Pennington Good Neighbours  Phillip Attwood 07917 066727 
Data Protection Officer Paul Young 07841 916526 
New Forest Basics Bank  01590 610008 
*(Monday, Wednesday) 

There are additional contact methods 
available through our church website 
(www.stmarks-pennington.org.uk) – as well 
as general enquiries being welcome via email 
to enquiries@stmarks-penninton.org.uk.  

Whilst we work towards appointing a new priest 
in charge for St Marks, we are very fortunate to 
have Anne Elliott with us as a familiar face to 
lead us in worship. For any day to day questions 
in regards to St Marks however, please find our 
church wardens are happy to help with any 
questions you may have as they guide our church 
through this time of interregnum. 
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SERVICE TIMES AT ST MARK’S 
Holy Communion (BCP) Sundays, 8:00am 
Family Communion Sundays (except 3rd), 9:30am 
Evensong with Act of Healing 1st Sunday, 6:00pm 
Morning Praise 3rd Sunday, 9:30am 
Evensong 3rd Sunday, 6:00pm 
Holy Communion Wednesdays, 11:30am 

 
For any changes to these services, please refer to the calendar on the inside 
front cover of this magazine, on our parish notice boards or upon our 
website. 

REGULAR MEETINGS 
Choir Practice (Church) Sundays, 8:45am 
Coffee Morning (St Mark’s Community Hall) Wednesdays, 10:15 – 11:30am 
 (Church) Sundays, 8:45 – 9:30am 
Rainbows (Pennington Guide hut) Tuesday, 3:45pm 
Brownies (Pennington Guide hut) Wednesday, 6:00pm 
Brownies (Pennington Guide hut) Thursday, 5:30pm 
Guides (Pennington Guide hut) Thursday, 7:15pm 
Beavers (Pennington Scout hut) Thursday, 6:00pm 
Cubs (Pennington Scout hut) Wednesday, 6:30pm 
Scouts (Pennington Scout hut) Monday, 7:00pm 
Scouts (Pennington Scout hut) Friday, 7:00pm 
Explorers (Pennington Scout hut) Thursday, 8:00pm 

 
St Mark’s welcomes all who come through our doors – be 
your visit a brief one for the wedding of a friend or family, 
or a regular one as a member of our church family. If you 
wish to help St Mark’s to spread God's truth in our local 
community and beyond, your donation is always welcome. 

You can donate by text if you wish; simply send the message PRAY25 and your 
donation amount to 70070 to donate to St Mark’s Church - for example, 'PRAY25 £5' 
- and make a difference today. 

St Marks Church, Ramley Road, Pennington, SO41 8GQ 
www.stmarks-pennington.org.uk – Registered Charity: 1173998 

Submissions for the April edition are required to the editor by the 18th March 2017 
 


