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FROM THE PULPIT  
Most people have some focus on Christmas this month, 
whether by choice or because the shops and advertisements 
around us all direct our thoughts that way. And much of 
Christmas is now based on materialistic issues such as lots of 
food, drink, gifts and decorations. I was amazed to see the 

variety of decorations in different colour themes, sparkling or lit, pretty, or 
bright, when I was out shopping recently. And there’s nothing wrong with 
celebrating and giving generously as we remember that we are giving thanks 
for Jesus’ birth, which is worthy of all we can offer. We welcome Jesus into our 
lives anew as we recall his coming to our world to live among us. 
 
Jesus was welcomed at his birth first by his parents, a young woman and a man 
who had faithfully taken her as his wife, even after he heard that the child she 
carried was conceived by the Holy Spirit. Mary and Joseph were from a small 
town in Judea, Joseph was a carpenter, and Mary a young teenager. Yet even 
as their lives were turned upside down with this unexpected birth, they 
welcomed Jesus with all their hearts. Then Jesus was welcomed by a small 
group of working shepherds, who came in from their night on the hillside to 
find the baby the Angels had sung about as they continued their night watch. 
They trusted the promise of the angel who came to them, and gave their own 
welcome to the newborn baby. Then we hear of the wise men who travelled 
far, following a star, to find the baby King. The Bible says they ‘came to pay him 
homage’, in other words, to welcome him by acknowledging his role as King of 
the Jews, and giving him generous presents to recognise his special life.  
 
Jesus was welcomed into this world at his birth when he came to be with us 
on earth, and Jesus welcomes us to live with him by walking in the ways he 
taught us, of loving God and of loving our neighbours as ourselves. Loving our 
neighbour includes everyone, and Christmas is a good time to remember 
people who are lonely or vulnerable, and to make our peace with those we 
find it difficult to live with. And it’s a time of welcoming people into our lives 
with celebrations of Jesus’ birth. Enjoy the season: Jesus is the focus of 
Christmas, he welcomes us all to share this joy with him. 
 
With God’s blessings at Christmas 
Yours in Christ, Anne 
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Date   Time Details 
1st Friday 18:00 Pennington Village Christmas Fayre 
3rd Sunday 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 
    09:30 Family Communion 
    18:00 Advent Carol Service 
4th Monday 10:30 Staff Meeting 
6th Wednesday 10:15 Coffee Morning, Church Centre 
  11:00 Sharing Scripture, St Marks Lady Chapel 
    11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips 
7th Thursday 10:00 Churchyard working party 
    12:30 Friendship Lunch, Church Centre 
9th Saturday 10:00 St Marks Christmas Fayre, Church Centre 
10th Sunday 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 
  09:30 Family Communion 
11th Monday 10:30 Staff Meeting 
  18:00 Carol Singing, starting at Thornfields, Milford Road 
12th Tuesday 13:30 Strictly Come Crafting, Church Centre 
13th Wednesday 10:15 Coffee Morning, Church Centre 

  11:00 Sharing Scripture, St Marks Lady Chapel 

  11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips 

  15:00 Messy Church 
17th Sunday 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 
    09:30 Morning Praise 
    18:00 Nine Lessons and Carols 
 18th Monday 10:30 Staff Meeting 
 20th Wednesday 10:15 Coffee Morning, Church Centre 
    11:00 Sharing Scripture, St Marks Lady Chapel 
    11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips 
24th Sunday 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 
  09:30 Family Communion 
  17:00 Crib Service 
  23:30 Midnight Mass 
25th Monday 09:30 Family Communion for Christmas Day 
27th Wednesday 10:15 Coffee Morning, Church Centre 

  11:30 Holy Communion, followed by fish and chips 
31st Sunday 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 
    09:30 Family Communion 

TURKEY 
It was Christmas Eve in a supermarket and a woman was anxiously picking over 
the last few remaining turkeys in the hope of finding a large one. In 
desperation, she called over a shop assistant and said ‘Excuse me. Do these 
turkeys get any bigger?’ 
 
He patiently replied: ‘No, sorry, they’re all dead.’  
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ALL IN THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 

IT WAS… 
 
250 years ago: on 22nd Dec 1767 that John Newbery, the British publisher, 
died. He was one of the first to publish children’s books, and the first to do so 
profitably and sustainably. Known as the ‘Father of Children’s Literature’, the 
Newbery Medal for children’s literature is awarded annually in his honour. 
Think how much poorer your childhood would have been, without your 
favourite stories! 
 
150 years ago: on 6th Dec 1867 that (Marie) Jean Pierre Flourens, French 
physiologist and educator died. He was the first person to prove that the mind 
is located in the brain and not the heart. Does this mean we should be guided 
more by reason than feeling? He was also a pioneer of anaesthesia. 
 
100 years ago: on 9th Dec 1917 that during the Battle of Jerusalem, the 
Ottoman Empire surrendered the city to the British. On 11th Dec, the British 
General Edmund Allenby entered the city on foot (rather than horseback or 
vehicle) as a mark of respect, becoming the first Christian to control the city in 
500 years. 
 
65 years ago: on 5th Dec 1952 that the Great Smog of London took place. 
Dense, cold, smoke-filled fog descended upon London, bringing the city to a 
standstill for four days. More than 4,000 people died. 
 
60 years ago: on 25th Dec 1957 that Queen Elizabeth II’s Christmas Message 
was televised for the first time.  
 
50 years ago: on 3rd Dec 1967 that 
the world’s first successful human 
heart transplant was performed by a 
team led by Dr Christian Barnard in 
Cape Town. The patient, Louis 
Washkansky, survived for 18 days 
before dying from pneumonia due to 
a weakened immune system.   
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ST MARKS DRAW CLUB 
The winning numbers for the recent prize draw were as follows: 
congratulations to our winners! 

 First Second Third 
October 113 670 637 

CHURCH CENTRE 
Regular Events at the Church Centre 

Day Start End Event 

Mon 09:30 10:30 Yoga 
      Anna Harling, 01202 434789 
  13:45 14:45 Pilates 
      Lynda Hutchins, 0125 638464 
  15:30 20:15 Childrens Dancing 
      Kayleigh Sargeant, 01425 616750 

Tue 09:30 10:30 Zumba 
      Lucy Thomas, 01590 645919 
  13:30 16:00 NHS Retirement Fellowship 
      1st Tuesday, Jacqui Allan, 0380 666603 
  13:30 16:00 Strictly Come Crafting 
      2nd and 4th Tuesday, Dorothy Davies, 01590 676163 
  18:15 19:15 Pilates 
      Lynda Hutchins, 01425 638464 

Wed 10:15 11:30 Coffee Morning 

Thur 12:30 14:30 Friendship Lunch 
      1st Thursday, setup from 10:30 
  15:30 17:00 Little Dance Club 
      Leanne Desmond, 01425 470934 
  18:15 20:15 Pilates 
      Lynda Hutchins, 01425 638464 

Fri 10:00 12:00 Dance and Yoga 
      Hannah Bimpson, 01590 380267 
  18:00 19:30 Piloxing 

      Helen Denneh, 01590 674788 
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CHURCHYARD NOTICES 
Ingrid Bolhoven 
On a mild afternoon we completed our work on the flower 
border. As mentioned previously, this had become 
unmanageable for us to keep in good order, so with a very 
generous donation of grass turf, Richard our proficient 
gardener, laid these down and the team planted pansies and 

daffodils. All being well, we hope to have a colourful display of flowers to 
lighten the dark winter days, on into the Spring. 
 
It was a lovely couple of hours working 
amongst the colourful fallen cherry leaves, of 
turning over rich smelling soil, and finishing 
just before darkness fell as the sky turned 
through a pallet of reds and blues. 
 
Thank you to the team who have worked 
through the seasons. We have enjoyed being 
together and sharing a few laughs along the 
way. We will still be meeting the first 
Thursday morning through the winter, 
weather and health permitting. 
 
A very happy Christmas to all our readers. 
 

NEW FOREST (SOUTH) STREET PASTORS 
Ingrid Bolhoven 
Some years ago, I was sharing thoughts about working 
with Street Pastors with a lady from the north of 
England. She was a Street Pastor in a small town, but 

after a year or so, found the work very quiet, and eventually gave up. Being a 
Prayer Pastor, I have witnessed the reactions from my colleagues when they 
return to base for a break , a drink and a prayer. Every night is different and, 
yes, some evenings are very quiet with few people about, mainly in the depth 
of the cold, dark winter evenings. However they are always positive and go out 
again for the late shift to be there for anyone in need, putting behind them  
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their thoughts, perhaps of a night in with the family sitting in the comfort and 
warmth of their own home! 
 
Recently, I was reminded of this again while attending the Southern Training 
day in Southampton for Street and Prayer Pastors. We listened to an excellent 
encouraging talk by Anwar from The Ascension Trust, which heads up the 
Street Pastor movement. He was speaking about those quiet times which he 
had experienced and feelings of discouragement. He quite simply said ‘Has 
God called you to stop? – if not, carry on’. Inspired by this, we went to our 
various groups with renewed energy. 
 
We are a spiritual presence on the streets, and this is what we have been called 
to do, so with God’s Grace, we will carry on this good work. 
 

FIRST LYMINGTON BROWNIES 
Erika Rutter, Tawny Owl 
We celebrated the 5th November by having a bonfire with star 
shaped sparklers and cake: plus, six of our girls received 
enrolments! 

 
We did the Poppy challenge over two weeks: this is 
where we made our own Remembrance wreath out 
of egg boxes. We had a very good turn out on 
Remembrance Sunday for the parade, where all the 
girls were very well behaved even though they were 
very cold! 
 
The next three weeks we did the Santa Challenge: the 

girls made an Advent calendar out of seed trays and from a face cloth, turning 
this into a Reindeer – plus Christmas card and decorations too. 
 
Coming up in December and on the 7th we are going to Oxygen with the Guides 
to enjoy trampolining for the evening. Then on the 14th we are going to Court 
Lodge for our Christmas good turn by singing Christmas songs to the residents 
there, and then finishing the term by having a Christmas fun night at the hut. 
  
We hope you all have a very nice Christmas! 
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CHRISTMAS IS COMING! 

CAROL SINGING 
This year we will be going around the three local Rest Homes, taking carols and 
readings to the residents. We will have music accompaniment and will be 
meeting to begin singing at 6pm on Monday the 11th December at Thornfields, 
in Milford Road, at the bottom of North Street, opposite the Petrol Station. 
From there we will go onto Freegrove, Milford Road, for 6:45pm, and ending 
up nearby at Belmore Lodge Rest Home at 7:30pm. 
 
We would love to be able to gather together enough people to bring some 
music into the Rest Homes, as the residents much enjoy visits from St Mark’s, 
and this would be our way of taking the church into the community. If you 
could manage all or just one or two it would be much appreciated. There will 
be a list at the back of church in November for you to sign. Car sharing where 
possible would help with the parking. 
 

PENNINGTON CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
On Friday 1st December, we have Pennington Village Fayre, beginning at 
6:00pm until 8:30pm. The roads will be closed off to traffic and there will be 
stalls along Priestlands Road and in the centre of the village. The choir will be 
singing in the Junior School and there will be refreshments, entertainment, 
Reindeer and Father Christmas himself! St Mark’s will also be hosting a table 
to sell our wares (if you have any good quality Christmassy items for sale, hand-
made gifts and so forth, please let us know - there will be a list in church!). For 
details, please contact Ingrid (01590 677940) or Eve (01590 679310) or in 
church. 
 

ST MARKS CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
Coming up on Saturday 9th December at the St Mark’s Church Centre from 
10:00am to 12:00pm. Come along and enjoy the morning, as we will be having 
a variety of stalls, refreshments a visit from Father Christmas and much more. 
 
A list will be in church for volunteers for stalls, donations for raffle and so forth: 
more to follow on this in weekly church notices and on our website. Please 
contact the Wardens or any church member for further details. 
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ORGAN RESTORATION APPEAL 
Within the chancel of St Marks stands 
our organ, which remains largely 
unaltered from the originally installed 
instrument - built by Bishop & Son 
around 1904, the instrument is 
situated on the north side of the 
chancel and extends partially into the 
vestry behind. With musical pipes 
nestled within an oak carved trellis, our 
organ has led song for new lives 
coming together through marriage, 
provided the right note as we say a 
fond farewell to loved ones and brings 

our congregation together for worship each and every week. 
 
However, the decades from initial installation have taken their toll upon this centre 
piece to music at St Marks. Our organists are very talented to make the most of 
squeeky pedals and leaky pipes - but as time goes by, the quality of the music the organ 
can produce diminishes. 
 
St Marks are applying for grants towards the costs of restoring this instrument, 
however we will be short of the full amount to cover the cost for this. Therefore, we 
would be grateful for your generosity, if you feel able to donate to this cause. 
 

Name  Date  / /  

Address  

  

  

 
 I wish Gift Aid to apply to the above donation. 
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I play less Income Tax and / or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax 
year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all donations, it is my responsibility to pay any difference 

 
Please return this form with your cheque donation (payable to St Marks PCC) to: 
Mrs Teresa Nivison, 6 Stratford Place, Lymington, SO41 9TL  
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BIBLICAL FANS 
Peter Greenhalgh 
Half a century ago, I can remember watching my Grandmother getting herself 
ready as we prepared to go off to her local parish church. Always she wore a 
hat, always she wore gloves, she walked with a tightly furled umbrella (come 
rain or shine) and as she passed through the hall of her home to the front door, 
she would scoop up her prayer book. Accompanying her on a Sunday also 
meant smart clothes and shoes for me, a clean handkerchief and something 
handed to me at the last moment to put in my pocket, ready for the collection 
plate. My Grandmother always looked immaculate, but one thing she didn’t 
carry to church with her, was a fan! 
 

 
Dating from about 1730-40 and showing ‘The finding of Moses’ 

Going back to the 18th century, a fan might well have been taken to church 
alongside the prayer book. There are etchings of protestant gatherings in early 
18th century Holland, which show congregations where many of the ladies sit 
modestly holding a fan before their faces. Indeed, within the sphere of fan 
collecting, Dutch fan makers and artists are probably responsible for the 
greatest diversity of Old Testament subjects to be found decorating what was 
once an indispensable ladies costume accessory. 
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Fans with biblical 
subjects proliferated in 
the 18th century and 
were used by Protestants 
and Catholics alike. The 
majority draw inspiration 
from well-known stories 
taken from the Old 
Testament and aren’t just 
restricted to the ‘nice’ 
homely subjects either. 
Alongside innocent tales 
such as ‘The finding of 
Moses’, you can also see 
fans painted with ‘The Judgement of Solomon’ for instance, with the poor 
infant held unceremoniously aloft by one leg, awaiting a grisly demise! 

Although a fan might well have masked a yawn or two during the much longer 
sermons that were delivered in those days, the subject on a fan might also 
inspire the holder to some quiet contemplation – like looking up at the murals 
at St. Mark’s today. From 1730 onwards, printed fans also depict the classic 

‘Moses and the daughters of Jethro’ 

The Nativity, By kind permission of Mrs M Volet, Switzerland 
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bible scenes and sometimes an occasional New Testament subject such as ‘The 
birth of Christ’ or ‘Jesus with the disciples by the lake of Galilee’ is to be found. 
Several fans were designed as aide memoires, with the printed texts of prayers 
and tracts from the bible easily adapted to the semi-circular shape of the fan. 
These printed fans would largely have been cheaper to buy than their painted 
counterparts and therefore accessible to women of all stations in life. 
 
The 18th century was certainly a high point in the history of fans. All sorts of 
subjects were depicted on them – mythological, political, botanical etc. They 
reflected not only the celebrated events of the day such as the early balloon 
ascents of the Montgolfier brothers and a host of military successes, but also 
the commonplace with market scenes and bucolic picnics! Today in our air-
conditioned age, the fan is required much less than in previous times, although 
one still sees a sprinkling of them in use at Wimbledon each year. The beautiful 
hand crafted biblical fans of the past reflect a contemplative time, when the 
young ‘knew their bible’ and church going was as natural an occurrence as 
breathing. Much appreciated nowadays for their sheer artistic beauty, these 
delightful creations give us a glimpse into times past, when it wasn’t 
uncommon for a lady in church to hold a religious painting in the palm of her 
hand. 
 

 
From the 1740’s, showing ‘Rebecca at the Well’ 
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SO – ARE YOU READY FOR CHRISTMAS? 
Paul Young 
For me, there are two answers to this, because there are two types of 

Christmas. The "original" Christmas is of course the one Christians revere: the 

advent of Jesus Christ birth into the world and the promise to all mankind this 

makes – and the “commercial” Christmas, which sadly seems to take the 

centre stage in society. 

That’s the Christmas of a new games console, lots of glitzy twinkling lights, 

sales and "feel good" family films. It’s the season of cards bearing robins on a 

snowy branch, log fires and Santa Claus delivering presents on Christmas Eve. 

It doesn’t have much to do with Christ however but is the Christmas the entire 

nation celebrates. 

A colleague at work (who definitely isn’t Christian!) has his two daughters 

enrolled in a Church of England school in Southampton. As part of the school’s 

lessons towards Christmas, their classes would attend a special service at the 

church, led by the local priest. This he was unhappy with: his wife and he like 

the school, but oh no, if Christian beliefs are to be forced on their children. 

They don’t believe in God and nor do their daughters, thank you very much: 

happy for them to attend the other Christmas related activities, but leave 

Christ out of it. 

And for many others in this country, that’s also the Christmas that matters. 

The presents in shiny gift wrap, tinsel on a tree and perhaps the image of a 

mother and baby in a stable (but gloss over the meaning behind that). 

It’s a hollow Christmas, enjoying the pagan traditions rather than the true 

meaning behind the Christmas message. The hollow Christmas holiday season 

has already started: how many people do you know who boast at having 

"already secured the ideal gift", months before December? The shops are 

gearing up to full Christmas mode too: if not yet, it won’t be long until there’s 

a jolly Santa cardboard cut-out behind the chocolate aisle at the local 

supermarket. 

I recently attended a music gig at Salisbury arts centre – which itself used to 

be a church. The gig was good, the acoustics from an old stone church  
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fantastic: but the church no longer as clear a symbol of Christ. To me, that’s 

what the commercial Christmas is: there’s a shell of the original meaning, but 

instead of being all about God, it’s been replaced with credit card machines, 

baubles and trinkets. 

For me – and I’m sure for you reading this – the Christmas that matters is the 

birth of Christ: God with us in human form to teach, encourage and ultimately 

save humanity from its unavoidable sin. The church will in the next few weeks 

start to prepare for this celebration too: our choir is already stretching vocal 

chords around seasonal carols and with the period of Advent nearly upon us, 

the readings and focus will be on the Christmas story. 

I think it’s a genuine shame that my colleague and his wife are stripping the 

Christ from Christmas for their daughters. The true message behind Christmas 

is poorly represented by the commercial offering – which is after an idealised 

image of an expensive occasion where we can all feel good about spending our 

money 

The true Christmas message is important and for many who are not Christian 

is probably the most accessible way to discover the importance of God to our 

lives. As friends and family prepare for the commercial Christmas, remind 

them of the real Christmas behind it all: invite them along to our services, tell 

them why it matters to you. Jesus birth, life, death and ascension were a gift – 

the greatest gift any could hope to receive – and helping others to discover this 

could be the best gift you give this year too. 

So, to go back and answer the question I posed at the start of this blog. Am I 

ready for the commercial Christmas? No – I am not even remotely ready. I 

haven’t bought any gifts yet and haven’t considered who I need to send cards 

to. For the "real" Christmas though? I’m ready for that and have been ever 

since deciding to become a baptised and confirmed Christian. 

Although Christmas is an important event in the Christian calendar, it’s just one 

of so very many examples of God working in our lives to our benefit. Of course, 

it’s important to celebrate Christmas, but it’s equally important to celebrate 

our God behind Christmas – and that’s something I can do every day.  
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PRAYERS – DECEMBER 
1 Pennington Christmas Fair 16 Wainsford Road 

2 Ridgeway Court 17 St Mark's Nine Lessons and Carols 

3 Renouf Close 18 The unemployed 

4 Saracen Close 19 Children on their Christmas break 

5 Interviews with applicants for  20 Anne, our Associate Priest 

 Priest-in-charge of St Marks 21 Whitaker Crescent 

6 Southbourne Road 22 Widbury Road 

7 Friendship lunch 23 Willow Tree House 

8 Those who collect our refuse 24 Crib service 

9 Our Christmas Fayre 25 Yaldhurst Lane 

10 Freemasons carol service 26 Yarrell Mead 

11 Care home carol singing 27 Lyndhurst Deanery, Deanery Synod 

12 Sycamore Mews 28 New Forest South Street Pastors 

13 WI Carol service, Messy Church 29 Peter, Jo, Area and Assist. Area Deans 

14 Upper Common Road 30 Our local dentists and GP surgeries 

15 Wainsford Close 31 Our local pubs 

THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED – DECEMBER 
If you would like someone to be remembered in the prayers at church on the nearest Sunday, 
please give the name and date to one of our churchwardens, Teresa Nivison or Maureen Barnard. 

2 James NEVILLE 16 Reginald PENNY 
3 Margaret BREWER   Maggie SPARKS 
4 Howard HEWITT 17 William LEGG 

   Frederick HAYWARD 19 David CULVER - WILLIAMS 
   Pamela COOMBES   Bob SPARKS 

7 David SAUNDERS 20 Janet REEVES 
 Rhoda Iadora DOVE    Michael HAYWARD 

10 Frank FORWARD 23 Eric GANNAWAY 
11 Betty MAY 25 Phyllis DAVIS 
12 Gordon HALL 28 Howard SKEW 
13 Sylvia CLARK 30 Anne ARNOLD 
15 Stephen SHEARING 31 David TYBINKOWSKI 

IN PRAYER 
23rd October Cynthia Mary Stone, rest in peace 
29th October Michael Adrian Grist, rest in peace 
19th November Tobias Rochfort upon his baptism 
26th November Nicola and Andrea upon their confirmation 
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND DRIVE TO ERADICATE 
MODERN SLAVERY 
 The Archbishop of Canterbury has given his backing to the recent launch of a 

project aimed at mobilising the Church of England’s 12,000 parishes in the 

battle to eradicate modern slavery. 

All a part of the Clewer Initiative, a three-year programme to help the Church 

of England’s 42 dioceses work to support victims of modern slavery and 

identify the signs of exploitation in their local communities. 

Work is already under way in dioceses, with training sessions on how to 

provide support and identify victims of labour exploitation in areas from the 

construction and property sector to hand car washes in British cities and 

shipping.  

In a video message, The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, encouraged 

churches to act as ‘eyes and ears’ in local communities to identify victims. 

‘Jesus came saying that He proclaimed freedom for captives. Those who 

purposefully constrain, confine and traffick and enslave people will face the 

judgement of God for their terrible sins.’  

Kevin Hyland, the Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner, said: ‘Faith groups 

have influence, insight and rare avenues into the community; they are 

therefore a powerful tool in the fight against modern slavery.’ 

The Bishop of Derby, Dr Alastair Redfern, who chairs the Independent Anti-

Slavery Commissioner's Advisory Panel, said: ‘Modern slavery is present in 

nearly every community in England and will continue to flourish if we remain 

indifferent to it. 

‘Churches can act as ‘eyes and ears’ in our communities to help identify 

victims. Our work in the Clewer Initiative will build on the passion of churches 

to be with people, to contribute to 

more effective structures, and to 

go the extra mile for the sake of 

those who are suffering.’  
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WHAT ABOUT THE FIRST CHRISTMAS? 
How did the early Christians celebrate Christmas? The simple answer is: they 

didn’t!  

Christmas was first celebrated as late as 336, during the reign of Emperor 

Constantine. The first Christians didn’t celebrate Jesus’ birth or any other 

birthdays, regarding them as pagan customs to be avoided. However, the 

resurrection was central to their faith and they celebrated this event every 

Sunday. 

By the 4th century however, many Christian groups observed Christ's birthday, 

although on different days. So, in 345, Pope Julius I officially fixed the date of 

Christmas as 25th December. Why was this date chosen? 

Early Christian tradition said that the Jesus’ birth was announced to Mary on 

25th March (the Annunciation), nine months before 25th December. As time 

went on, the Annunciation became more associated with Mary than Jesus’ 

birth. It was also believed to be the day on which Jesus died (14th Nisan in the 

Jewish calendar).  

In the setting of Passover, as Jews from all over the Empire travelled to 

Jerusalem for the Festival, it would make sense for the Romans to take a 

census. Also at Passover, many lambs would be sacrificed at the Temple in 

Jerusalem. ‘He is believed to have been conceived on the 25th March, upon 

which day also He suffered.’ (Augustine). 

The date of Christmas may also have been chosen because the Roman winter 

solstice and midwinter festivals took place at this time. 'Saturnalia' honoured 

the god Saturn and 'Dies Natalis Solis Invicti' (‘birthday of the unconquered 

sun’) celebrated the sun god Mithra. Here we also see the Christian church 

‘redeeming’ a pagan festival, by investing it with new Christian meaning. 

This Christmas, let’s not forget that we celebrate a real gift in real time for 

everyone: ‘Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!’ (2 Cor 9:15).   
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PARISH CONTACTS 
Church Office General Enquiries 01590 672896 
Church Wardens Mrs Teresa Nivison 07541 842025 

Mrs Maureen Barnard 07541 721440 
Parish Administrator Jackie Paul 01590 671813 
Associate Priest Rev. Anne Elliott* 07553 552540 
PCC Secretary Mrs Eve Jolly 01590 679310 
PCC Treasurer Mrs Teresa Nivison 07541 842025 
Gift Aid Secretary Mrs Maureen Barnard 07541 721440 
Envelope Scheme Mrs Maureen Barnard 07541 721440 
Director of Music Dr. Leigh Jerwood 01590 678678 
Church Centre Manager Mrs Shirley Saunders 01590 677628 
Church Centre Bookings Mrs Shirley Saunders 01590 677628 
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Diane Tapper 01590 674660 
Magazine Editor Mr Paul Young 07841 916526 
Magazine Advertising Mr John Nivison 07541 842025 
and Distribution JohnNivison@stmarks-pennington.org.uk 
Traidcraft Mrs Pat Wright 01590 678416 
Pennington Junior School Headteacher 01590 672104 
Bible Fellowship Mrs Ingrid Bolhoven 01590 677940 
Messy Church Mrs Sandy Negrescu 01590 675506 
Safeguarding  07502 421683 
Data Protection Officer Paul Young 07841 916526 
New Forest Basics Bank  01590 610008 
*Not available on Friday 

 
There are additional contact methods 
available through our church website 
(www.stmarks-pennington.org.uk) – as 
well as general enquiries being welcome 
via email to enquiries@stmarks-
penninton.org.uk.  

Whilst we work towards appointing a new priest 
in charge for St Marks, we are very fortunate to 
have Anne Elliott with us as a familiar face to 
lead us in worship. For any day to day questions 
in regards to St Marks however, please find our 
church wardens are happy to help with any 
questions you may have as they guide our church 
through this time of interregnum. 
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SERVICE TIMES AT ST MARKS 
Holy Communion (BCP) Sundays, 8:00am 
Family Communion Sundays (except 3rd), 9:30am 
Evensong with Act of Healing 1st Sunday, 6:00pm 
Morning Praise 3rd Sunday, 9:30am 
Evensong 3rd Sunday, 6:00pm 
Holy Communion Wednesdays, 11:30am 

 
For any changes to these services, please refer to the calendar on the inside 
front cover of this magazine, on our parish notice boards or upon our 
website. 

REGULAR MEETINGS 
Choir Practice (Church) Sundays, 8:45am 
Coffee Morning (Church Centre) Wednesdays, 10:15 – 11:30am 
 (Church) Sundays, 8:45 – 9:30am 
Rainbows (Pennington Guide hut) Tuesday, 5:15pm 
Brownies (Pennington Guide hut) Wednesday, 6:00pm 
Brownies (Pennington Guide hut) Thursday, 5:30pm 
Guides (Pennington Guide hut) Thursday, 7:15pm 
Beavers (Pennington Scout hut) Thursday, 6:00pm 
Cubs (Pennington Scout hut) Wednesday, 6:30pm 
Scouts (Pennington Scout hut) Monday, 7:00pm 
Scouts (Pennington Scout hut) Friday, 7:00pm 
Explorers (Pennington Scout hut) Thursday, 8:00pm 

 
St Marks welcomes all who come through our doors – be 
your visit a brief one for the wedding of a friend or family, 
or a regular one as a member of our church family. If you 
wish to help St Marks to spread God's truth in our local 
community and beyond, your donation is always welcome. 

You can donate by text if you wish; simply send the message PRAY25 and your 
donation amount to 70070 to donate to St Marks Church - for example, 'PRAY25 £5' 
- and make a difference today. 

St Marks Church, Ramley Road, Pennington, SO41 8GQ 
www.stmarks-pennington.org.uk – Registered Charity: 1173998 

Submissions for the January edition are required to the editor by the 18th December 2017 
 


