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FROM THE PULPIT  
from The Advent Calendar (by Steven Croft)  
“The cold and the rain led her, with the rest of the crowd, to the indoor 
shopping mall. Everywhere was brightly lit. Everyone, it seemed, was 
shopping in twos and threes. No-one else was on their own. Everyone was 
in a tearing hurry, rushing about, heads down. 
 

There was a strange new shop, Alice noticed, on one side of the mall. The sign about the door 
said “The Christmas Preparation Shop”. There was nothing at all in the window. Completely 
empty. Inside there was nothing on the shelves. 
 
‘Strange,’ thought Alice. ‘Have they sold out already? Or is it so new that they haven’t got any 
stock yet?’ 
 
She pressed her nose up against the window. Around the sides of the shop were little cubicles. 
Each was equipped with a telephone, pens, envelopes and paper, but nothing else. There were 
no customers, unlike every other shop in the mall which was packed out. No one else seemed 
to take the slightest notice… 
 
JB led Alice and Sam into the doorway of the new shop Alice had seen on the way in. ‘I was 
looking at this before,’ said Alice. ‘It doesn’t seem to sell anything.’ 
 
‘Absolutely right,’ said JB, opening the door and leading them in. ‘It doesn’t sell anything at all. 
Everything in here is given away… 
 
The most important lesson to learn about getting ready for Christmas is the one about 
forgiveness. All over the world, people hurt those they love in terrible ways… Scratch the surface 
of any family and you will find deep fractures. 
 
‘Why do you think it is that people spend so much on Christmas? What is it they are looking for 
in the bright lights and decorations, food and drink…? 
 
‘And that is why the most important lesson in preparing for Christmas is this: use these weeks 
before the Holy Day to practice forgiveness, to be reconciled, to let go of old hurts and wounds, 
to bring hearts and lives together again. There is no better way to get ready for the King. 
 
‘The best way is just to decide you will forgive, and if you can, let the person know. That’s why 
this little centre is equipped with phones and pens and paper…’  
 
May the blessings of the Prince of Peace be with you this Christmas.  
 
Note - you may want to forgive but also protect yourself and your family. Forgiving someone 
means you can take back control of your own fate and your feelings, but you can also ask them 
to respect your space and only let them back into your life in small ways. 
With best wishes to you all, Rachel  
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COMING UP IN DECEMBER 
Date   Time Details 
2nd Sunday 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 

    09:30 Family Communion 

    18:00 Advent Carol Service 

3rd Monday 19:30 "Christmas Unwrapped" concert from Swing Sway 

5th Wednesday 10:15 Coffee Morning, St Mark’s Room (church) 

    11:30 Holy Communion 

7th Thursday 10:00 Churchyard Working Party 

    12:30 Friendship Lunch 

9th Sunday 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 

    09:30 Family Communion 

    15;00 Freemasons 9 lessons and Carols 

10th Monday 14:30 Meditation Group 

12th Wednesday 10:15 Coffee Morning, St Mark’s Room (church) 

    11:30 Holy Communion 

16th Sunday 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 

    09:30 Morning Praise 

    18:00 Carol Service - Traditional Nine Lessons & Carols 

18th Tuesday 15:30 Messy Church 

19th Wednesday 10:15 Coffee Morning, St Mark’s Room (church) 

    11:30 Holy Communion 

    18:30 Priestlands School Carol Service 

    19:00 Fun Carols 

20th Thursday 09:30 Pennington Infant School Church Service 

  13:30 Care home communions 

23rd Sunday 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 

    09:30 Family Communion 

    15:00 Christingles, being made at the vicarage: all welcome! 

24th Monday 17:00 Crib Service 

    23:30 Midnight Mass 

25th Tuesday 09:30 Family Communion for Christmas Day 

30th Sunday 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) 

      Please note, there is no 9:30am service today 

 CRIB AND CHRISTINGLE SERVICE 
This year, on Christmas Eve, we will be having a Crib & Christingle service. All are 
welcome, come dressed as a character from the nativity if you'd like to.  
Christingles are made from an orange decorated with red tape, sweets and a 
candle, and we'll be using them to help us think about Jesus, the light of the world. 
There will be a special collection at the end of the service for the Children's Society. 
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ST MARK’S DRAW CLUB 
The winning numbers for the recent prize draw were as follows: 

 First Second Third 
October 708 432 512 

ST MARK’S COMMUNITY HALL 
Day Start End Event 
Mon 09:30 10:30 Yoga 
      Anna Harling, 01202 434789 
  11:15 12:15 Yoga 
  13:45 14:45 Pilates 
      Lynda Hutchins, 01425 638464 
  15:30 19:45 Childrens Dancing 
      Kayleigh Sargeant, 01425 616750 

Tue 09:30 10:30 Zumba    
Lucy Thomas, 01590 645919  

13:30 16:00 NHS Retirement Fellowship    
1st Tuesday, Jacqui Allan, 07380 666603 

 15:30 17:00 Messy Church 
   3rd Tuesday, Sandy Negrescu, 01590 675506  

13:30 16:00 Strictly Come Crafting    
2nd and 4th Tuesday, Dorothy Davies, 01590 676163  

18:15 19:15 Pilates 
      Lynda Hutchins, 01425 638464 
 19:45 21:00 Yoga 
   Mikki Wilford, 01590 610233 

Wed 18:45 20:15 ATS Dancing 

Thu 12:30 14:30 Friendship Lunch    
1st Thursday, setup from 10:30  

18:00 20:00 Pilates 
      Lynda Hutchins, 01425 638464 

Fri 10:00 12:00 Dance and Yoga 
      Hannah Bimpson, 01590 380267 
  13:30 14:30 Yoga 
      Mikki Wilford, 01590 610233 
  18:30 20:30 Art class 

 

  
BECOME A SUBSCRIBER? 
St Mark’s have a weekly email newsletter, which gives details of our upcoming events, 
posts and articles on the website and keeps you up to date with the general happenings 
of our church. If you’d like to subscribe then simply enter your details on the bottom 
right of our homepage, at https://www.penningtonchurch.uk/ 
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FIRST LYMINGTON BROWNIES 
Erika Rutter, Tawny Owl 
Since our last update, we’ve had both the Halloween Party 
and a new enrolment – both of which went incredibly well. 
For Halloween, the girls came dressed as witches, big foot 
and in other varied costumes. We played a game of dunking 
Marshmallow in water: contestants had to pick up the sweet 

with their teeth, and then to a bowl of flour to pick up a jelly baby sweet. Lots 
of lovely floury faces! we also played Doughnuts on the string: by the end of 
that evening, we had girls with wet, jammy, floury faces! 
 
The following week we made bonfire pictures and decorated biscuits with 
chocolate spread, small marshmallows, sweet boot laces and Matchmaker 
chocolates to look like a bonfire: looking and tasting very, very tasty. We also 
gave our pack glow sticks, which they made into different shapes:  cars, clocks 
and even a poppy. It looked really effective when we turned off the lights. 
 
In the weeks coming up we will be practising Christmas carols for Court Lodge 
- which is where we are going to be, come the 13th December. 
 

LYMINGTON  TREFOIL 
Erika Rutter 
If you are interested, we meet on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in 
Lymington Guide hut. We will be happy to see you there. 
 
On the 29th October, we visited the Royal British Legion Poppy Factory at 
Richmond. We enjoyed a tour, where we made poppies for ourselves and 
learnt how these annual charitable items are manufactured. 
 
On 5th June 1922, with only five disabled men as its first employees, the Poppy 
Factory was founded. Since these early days, the factory now produces over 
7.5 million poppies, 136,000 wreaths, 950,000 Remembrance symbols - and all 
hand made by ex-Service personnel and disabled veterans who work here. 
 
In 1924 Edward Vlll asked the charity to produce a wreath for him to lay at the 
Cenotaph which the factory was very happy to do. If you would like to know 
more you can visit www.poppyfactory.org  
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PENNINTON WI 
Sue Webb 
Christmas is closing in fast and there are many events to 
keep the W.I. busy: the weekly Knit & Natter; play reading 
and craft workshop. All culminating, at the end of 
November with the Pennington Christmas Fayre - where 

our W.I. will have indoor and outside stalls. In December there will be a festive 
lunch at the South Lawns Hotel - and an evening put aside to decorate the hall 
and fill the hampers for the draw at the monthly meeting, which includes a fish 
and chip supper. The Group Carol Service is to be held at Milford-on-sea and 
proceeds from the collection will go to Oakhaven Hospice. 
 
The recent group meeting held at Pennington included the speaker talking 
about his experiences as a sheep farmer in the Falklands - which everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed. Janet Riglar announced that Pennington came first in the 
group skittles match that was held at Pennington Social Club. 
 
Judy Fenyvesi gave a demonstration of five flower table arrangements, which 
she donated for the draw. She was once a professional ice skater and toured 
the world: but when she returned to England she turned to her passion for 
gardening, went to college and studied garden design later qualifying in 
floristry. The scents of the flowers and spices permeated the hall and as she 
worked she chatted about the Christmas Season, and how it seems to edge 
earlier each year. One of the tips she gave was the care of cut roses – they 
need a very clean vase, ends to be cut off and the water changed every few 
days. Concluding her talk she 
remarked that she is so 
fortunate to be able to have an 
enjoyable hobby which 
provides an income. 
 
The next meeting is on Tuesday 
11th December at 7pm when 
Mr Bryant will entertain with 
humorous poetry. The 
competition will be for a small 
Christmas flower arrangement.  
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CHURCHYARD NOTICES 
Ingrid Bolhoven 
Where does time go? Half 
way through November 
and my thoughts ought to 
be turning to Christmas 
planning, but no, I escaped 

to the garden and planted some winter 
beans ( Aquadulce Claudia). Last winter they 
survived hard frosts, snow and the Beast 
from the East, and were delicious. I must 
have been planting these most winters for 
more years than I care to remember. 
 
In the churchyard we have been tidying up, 
sweeping and clearing. Now, thanks to Andy 
and helpers at the Autumn clear up, we have 
this large compost bin, which helps take all 
the green waste. We will probably stain the wood in the drier weather so it 
blends in more with the area. The poppies that were so kindly made, looked a 
real picture draped along the hedge, and around the War Memorial creating 
much interest and favourable comments. 
 
The pathway along Ramley Road had become so narrow, as it’s not on the 
Council ‘to do’ list, I asked the Community Payback Supervisor and team to cut 
it back to its original boundary edge. I hope this now makes it easier to walk 
along. 
 
We have received some enquiries from people to help out at our monthly 
meeting on the first Thursday in the month. This is most welcome, as there are 
still winter jobs to be carried out, topped off with a warm drink and chat after 
our work. 
 
Should anyone be interested in ‘adopting’ an older grave with no family to look 
after it, do come along at 10am and we can work out a plan. I can look up the 
names, and maybe discover their connection with Pennington. The next 
meeting is on the 6th December.  

Manufacturing the Compost bin 
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PENNINGTON SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB 

17 LODGE ROAD, PENNINGTON, LYMINGTON SO41 8HH - 01590 675341 

Ed Haffenden 
As elsewhere, Pennington Club experiences certain changes during the month 
of December. Internal decorations let the members know that Christmas is 
certainly on the way! Although members cannot bring in guests during 
December, non-members can become a “temporary”, where a single payment 
of £5 allows them to visit, unaccompanied and as often as they want, during 
the month. 
 
To keep the Christmas spirit going, upwards of 150 of the members’ children 
will have their own party, with entertainment and the opportunity to meet 
Father Christmas quietly in his grotto. Senior members are also treated to their 
own party on another occasion before Christmas Day. Throughout the month, 
live music entertains all the members on Saturday nights, with the highlight 
probably being an Elvis Presley Tribute act on the 22nd. As well as Saturday 
nights, the “Outrage Party Band” are playing on Christmas Eve and we will be 
seeing in the New Year with “Peter Pod’s Peas”….both very popular and 
danceable! (All free to members). 
 
As well as giving our members the usual weekly opportunities to “win 
something for nothing”, we hold a big Club Draw, with big prizes worth about 
£1,500 in total, on the 7th, while on Boxing Day, usually our busiest day of the 
year, the local football club hold a very popular draw, the proceeds mainly 
going to Charity. 
 
While all this is going on, we find ourselves welcoming newcomers all the time. 
Only this week a group of senior(ish) people have found out we have a skittle 
alley and expressed a wish to “come and have a go” on a weekly basis, 
throughout the winter months. Another small group of ladies recently found 
us and now come in regularly for a cup of coffee and a game of darts before 
going off for lunch at some other hostelry!...We cope! 
 
On another note, we have been proud to support the “appeal for poppies” in 
answer to Rachel’s enthusiastic request and hope we can serve the community 
in other ways in the future. 
  



14 

THE CONVERSION OF EBENEZER SCROOGE 
We think of the traditional British Christmas as a few days off work, a family 
get-together and a big meal. In fact, that only goes back to Victorian times. 
Before that it was a religious event, with church services and carols, but not a 
great community event. Among important influences on the change was a 
single story by Charles Dickens, ‘A Christmas Carol’, first published 175 years 
ago this December.  It is in effect a morality fable, with a memorable anti-hero, 
Scrooge, and a splendid happy ending. 
 
Ebenezer Scrooge ran his business with single-minded dedication to profit. His 
former partner, Marley, had died, and now in sole charge he decided to impose 
a more rigorous regime. There would be no Christmas Day off for his assistant 
Bob Cratchit, which ruled out the family’s hopes of a celebration meal 
together. Bob’s wife Martha was shocked, but Bob valued his job and said 
nothing. Scrooge, who regarded all such fanciful stuff as ‘humbug’ remained 
immovable, despite pleas to the contrary. 
 
That was, until Christmas Eve. That night he had a series of dream-like visions. 
The first was of his late partner, Marley, begging him to reconsider his attitude. 
There then followed three ghosts. The Ghost of Christmas Past’ was a vision of 
his own unhappy childhood. Then came the ‘Ghost of Christmas Present’ about 
the disappointment and tears his decision had brought to the Cratchit family. 
The third was the most powerful – the ‘Ghost of Christmas Future’, in which 
he saw his own grave. Was this how he wanted to be remembered? 
 
When he awoke on Christmas morning, Ebenezer Scrooge was a changed man. 
Bob need not work on Christmas day, and Scrooge himself would furnish a 
sumptuous meal for them all. The whole day was transformed – tears of joy 
(Dickens knew all about tears) and finally the junior of the family, Tiny Tim 
rounded off the whole experience with a cry of ‘Merry Christmas, everybody.’ 
 
The story captured not only the public mood but also the public’s heart. This 
was the sort of Christmas they wanted. And gradually it began to take shape – 
holidays for workers, charity for the poor, warmth and love in the family.  
Eventually the law and the work of trade unions gave the new tradition a 
feeling of permanence, but there’s no doubt Dickens’ ‘Christmas Carol’ story 
started it all. 
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THE FIRST ‘SILENT NIGHT’… 

One of the most popular Christmas carols, Silent Night, was performed for the 
first time 200 years ago this month, on 24th December 1818, at midnight mass 
at a parish church in Oberndorf, near Salzburg, Austria. 
 
The carol was originally a poem, written in six verses by priest Joseph Mohr 
two years earlier. Because the church organ was broken, he thought it would 
be nice to turn the poem into a simple carol that could be played by a guitar, 
and so he asked church organist Franz Xaver Gruber if he could write a suitable 
tune. Gruber did so in a matter of hours. 
 
That night Mohr and Gruber sang the new composition, with Mohr playing 
guitar. 
 
Karl Mauracher, an organ builder working at the Oberndorf church, took the 
carol home with him to the Zillertal, about 100 miles away, where it was taken 
up and popularised by two travelling families of folk singers, the Strassers and 
the Rainers. 
 
They eventually sang it in New York, where in 1859 Episcopal priest John 
Freeman Young wrote and published the rather free English translation that is 
most frequently sung today, using only three verses and changing the rhythm 
slightly. The carol has been translated into about 140 languages. 

THE GREAT TAKEAWAY TAKEOVER? 
Our high streets are filling up with takeaways.  Fast-food outlets have risen by 
a third in less than a decade, at the same time as hundreds of shops are closing 
every year. 
 
So says the Office for National Statistics. The figures reveal that high streets 
now have the highest concentration of fast-food outlets since 2010.  Back then, 
there were 47 takeaways per 100,000 people. Now there are 61. 
 
It is not good for your diet:  in Rotherham, where nearly 60 per cent of all food 
is from fast food, about 75 per cent of people are deemed overweight or 
obese.  
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FRANCIS XAVIER – THE SEASICK MISSIONARY 
Ignatius Loyala sent his friend and follower 
Francis Xavier (born 1506) to the Orient as a 
missionary.  What a missionary!  Imagine 
David Livingstone, Billy Graham and the Alpha 
Courses rolled into one.  His mass conversions 
became legendary – he baptised 10,000 
people in one month and in just ten years of 
work was credited with 700,000 conversions. 
 
Xavier became the most famous Jesuit 
missionary of all time, working so hard that he 
had only a few hours’ sleep each night.  He 
was known as ‘the Apostle of the Indies’ and 

‘the apostle of Japan’.   He began by reforming Goa, which contained 
numerous Portuguese Catholics, notorious for cruelty to their slaves, open 
concubinage, and neglect of the poor.  For three years, by example, preaching 
and writing verses on Christian truths set to popular tunes, Francis did much 
to offset this betrayal of Christ by bad Christians. 
 
For the next seven years he worked among the Paravas in southern India, in 
Ceylon, Malacca, the Molucca islands, and the Malay peninsula.  He met with 
immense success among the low-caste but with almost none among the 
Brahmins. 
 
In 1549 he ventured on to Japan, translated an abridged statement of Christian 
belief, and made a hundred converts in one year at Kagoshima alone.  When 
he left Japan, the total number of Japanese Christians was about 2,000; within 
60 years they were resisting fierce persecution, even to death. 
 
Wherever Xavier sailed, he left after him numerous organised Christian 
communities.  Not bad for a man who suffered seasickness and had trouble in 
learning foreign languages!  Xavier died in 1551, on his way to China.  His body 
was preserved and enshrined for many years.  His right arm was detached in 
1615 and is still preserved in the church of the Gesu at Rome.  He was 
canonised by Gregory XV in 1622, and declared Patron of the Foreign Missions 
by Pius XI in 1927.  
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CHRISTINGLE AT 50 
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Children’s Society bringing 
Christingle to this country with a service held in Lincoln Cathedral in 1968. 
 
To celebrate this landmark anniversary, the Children’s Society is running its 
#Christingle50 campaign, which aims to support vulnerable young people 
through raising funds at Christingle events and a collaboration with The Royal 
Academy of Music. 
 
Some 200,000 10 to 17-year-olds in the UK are experiencing emotional neglect 
on a regular basis, and many are also struggling with other difficulties at home. 
The charity found that: 
 
11% of 10 to 17-year-olds experiencing emotional neglect also do not have 
their own bed; 21% 10 to 17-year-olds experiencing emotional neglect had also 
been homeless in the last five years; and 20% of 10 to 17-year-olds 
experiencing emotional neglect also lived in a household that had used a food 
bank in the last five years. 
 
Matthew Reed, Chief Executive of The 
Children’s Society explains: ‘Too many young 
people will wake up on Christmas morning 
like any other – feeling alone and unable to 
cope.’ 
 
The Children’s Society has created an original 
song for schoolchildren, congregations or 
community choirs to include in their 
Christingle services. The song, ‘Light a 
Candle’, is available to download and listen 
to or learn for free from The Children’s 
Society website. 
 
You can support young people by donating to 
the #Christingle50 campaign, or by attending 
a local Christingle Service. For more 
information, visit www.christingle.org.  
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PARISH GIVING SCHEME: A HOW TO… 

Brian and Jill Chadwick 
On reading the report on our current financial status, we noticed that not many 
members use the Parish Giving Scheme. 
 
This system is so easy to set up, just one form to fill out and your contribution 
will be credited to our church - and can be altered by a telephone call to a very 
friendly staff (the number isn’t a premium rate number either – it’s 01452 
835595). This means no more searching for the money to put in an envelope. 
 
If you want to join us in giving in this simple way, the form can be obtained 
from Maureen Barnard. 

USING YOUR LOAF THIS CHRISTMAS! 
Barbara Echlin 

CELEBRATION AND FOOD GO TOGETHER… 
At Christmas, we celebrate the birth of a baby in whom God entered our 
material world. And we rejoice in that birth by enjoying the gifts of the earth 
in our meals together. 
 
The food we share at this special time can 
be wholesome, tasty and ethically 
sourced. Why not be guided by Green 
Christian’s LOAF principles this Christmas? 
 

CAN YOU TRY FOLLOWING SOME 
OF THESE SUGGESTIONS WHEN 
PLANNING YOUR MEALS? 
• Locally produced – helping community and neighbour. Seek out local 

specialities. How about Sussex Sister Sarah, Shropshire Blue or Cornish Yarg 
for the cheese board? Yorkshire’s Black Sheep beer and Westons cider from 
Herefordshire for the drinks? Or splash out with an award-winning bottle of 
English sparkling white wine. At Farmers Markets you can buy chutneys, 
pickles and jams produced in the local area. 

http://www.greenchristian.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/French_bread_DSC09293.jpg
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• Organically Grown – taking care of the Earth. Organic is more expensive, but 

that’s if you only count the cost to your purse.  Non-organic farming methods 
cost us all dear with sterile soils, pesticide residues and health issues.  At least 
buy just one bag of organic carrots! 

• Animal-Friendly – avoiding abuse. The “A” of the LOAF principles is for 
vegans, vegetarians and meat-eaters. Try eating less but better meat, and 
look for pasture fed and free range on the labels. Free range turkeys are going 
to be more expensive, but with smaller portions could last over several 
meals. And most of the world’s classic dishes consist of plenty of variety, 
loads of vegetables and small amounts of meat. 

• Fair Trade – creating social justice. Choose fair trade coffee and chocolates 
to end your feast. Beware of phrases such as ‘fairly traded’. Look for the Fair 
Trade logo which ensures producers and growers get a fair price for their 
goods plus a little extra money to invest in their communities. 

 

IN ST JOHN’S GOSPEL JESUS DESCRIBED HIMSELF AS “THE 
BREAD OF LIFE”. 
  
 We too can help human and non-human lives by “using our LOAF” and 

thinking about the food we eat this Christmas. 

USE YOUR LOAF! 

Locally produced, Organically grown, Animal friendly, Fairly traded. 

• Support local shops 

• Try to buy British fruit and vegetables in season, 

• Grow some of your food, 

• Eat less meat and dairy, 

• Buy free range eggs and meat, along with sustainably caught fish 

(MSC), 

• Suggest communal Church meals, following the LOAF principals.  
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SAM’S CHRISTMAS-COLA HAM 
Samantha Young 
Cooking your Christmas ham in cola sounds a little weird but trust me, it’s 
delicious. Sometimes I substitute half the cola for apple juice.  
 

This recipe serves 6 to 8 people and will keep for at least 2 days 
 

Ingredients 
2kg smoked boneless gammon joint 

For the ham stock    For the glaze 
2ltr cola (not diet)       150ml maple syrup or honey 
1 large carrot, chopped into chunks      2 tablespoons English mustard 
1 medium onion, quartered      2 tablespoons cider vinegar 
2 celery sticks, chopped into chunks     Pinch of ground cloves 
1 Granny Smith apple, chopped into chunks 
1 orange, chopped into chunks 
2 - 3 large cloves of garlic, chopped in half  
1 cinnamon stick 
1 thumb sized chunk of fresh ginger 
½ tablespoon peppercorns  
Bay leaf (either 1 large or 2 small) 
2 cloves 

 
Method 
1. Soak the gammon for as long as you can in cold water, swapping the water for fresh 

water half way through.  
2. Put all the stock ingredients except the cola in a large heavy based pot, add the 

gammon and pour over the cola. Bring to the boil then turn down the temperature 
and simmer for about 2½ hours. Keep an eye on it, top up with either more cola or 
water to ensure the joint is always fully covered. 

3. Preheat your oven to 190ᴼC / 374ᴼF / gas mark 5.   
4. Remove the joint from the stock and let cool slightly.  
5. Line a roasting tin with tin foil. Put the ham in the roasting tin and cut away the 

layer of skin carefully so you leave an even layer of fat on the joint. Score the fat all 
over; you can either do it in lines or criss-cross. 

6. Mix all the ingredients for the glaze. 
7. Spoon half of the glaze over the joint and roast for 15 mins. 
8. Spoon over almost the rest of the glaze over the joint, leave about 3 tablespoons 

for later. Roast for a further 30 mins, basting half way.  
9. Take it out the over and rest of about 15 mins, spoon the rest of the glaze of the 

top.  
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PREDICTING AND DEALING WITH THE END? 
Paul Young 

My wife enjoys romantic comedies and is somewhat partial to feel good flicks, 
such as the Hallmark channel pump out. With Christmas around the corner, 
my Sam couldn't be happier - as there is a 24 / 7 Christmas movie channel on 
Sky, now playing feel good festive films. 
 
Me? I prefer action: science fiction, car chases, explosions. I quite enjoy the 
disaster movie genre too, made famous in the seventies with the likes of the 
Towering Inferno or the Poseidon Adventure. More recently, you've the likes 
of The Day After Tomorrow, Dante's Peak, Armageddon, Volcano, 2012 or 
Earthquake. 
 
One thing the film's I enjoy often share is an idea of man battling against 
changing nature to survive. That might be your ocean-going liner floating the 
wrong way up, a town helpless before the face of volcanic flows or helpless 
eyes looking up at the towering wall of a tsunami. 
 
Of course, there's always a happy ending to the film; be that our plucky but 
unlikely heroes having found the safe spot, away from the disaster, having 
climbed up through the bowels of a ship to daylight or the world's best miners 
successfully detonating an asteroid. The credits roll, the lights in the cinema 
come up and we leave the cinema - me apologising to Sam because often my 
choice of film is a bit silly, formulaic and generally poorly written. 
 
There are many hours and pennies that Sam - and me too, if I'll be honest with 
myself - have lost to poor films of my choice in the cinema. 
 
But the real world is different - and that's only because we've not reached the 
feel-good end just yet. We're actually in the last third of the film - and the 
drama is getting going. 
 

And when you hear of wars and rumours of wars, do not be alarmed. 
This must take place, but the end is not yet.  For nation will rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in 
various places; there will be famines. 
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It seems appropriate to consider that despite remembering the centenary of 
the first world war armistice only last week, that “war to end all wars” did not 
hold. Indeed, it's estimated that over 120 million have died in conflict since 
that armistice, with no sign of conflicts really easing. 
 
If we read this passage again, it almost reads as a mirror to the world we 
currently live in. Coupled with our own impact on the world, we experience 
storms, fires, earthquakes and tsunamis - and one wonders if it’s indeed signs 
of the end. 
 
So, how do we wait for and more importantly interpret the end times? I think 
there’s a danger in reading too much into Biblical explanations and seeing 
similarities there to our current world and mislabelling storms and 
earthquakes - causing hurt in the process to those affected. Are we somehow 
saying the victims of catastrophes and war are somehow responsible for their 
own despair? Surely not! 
 
Indeed, Jesus warns of the danger of overly-clear explanation. Many will come 
in his name, Jesus cautions, but they are not him: since we humans are so 
prone to confusion, Jesus explicitly advises against alarm and overreaction. 
 
A more faithful response to disaster is not by pointing a finger, or making 
shocking accusations, but rather in service to God and our fellows. Storms, 
tsunamis, earthquakes, wildfires: sadly, we know too well that one day there 
will be another storm, another shooting, another storm, another conflict, 
another earthquake.  
 
We must not interpret these events in ways Jesus specifically warned against: 
instead, we can follow the one who healed others, who urged care for the least 
in society, who loved above and beyond - even in the most desperate of times 
upon the cross. 
 
Jesus gave a vague answer as to when God will renew the world in God’s 
perfect form, but his instructions for caring for our neighbours isn’t fuzzy: it’s 
incredibly clear. When disasters hit, we as Jesus’ believers should leave the end 
time worries to God - but be his hands-on earth to save those afflicted. 
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THIS MONTH IN HISTORY… 
200 years ago, on 24th December 1818 that the popular Christmas carol ‘Silent 
Night’ was performed for the first time, at midnight mass at a parish church in 
Oberndorf bei Salzburg, Austria. It had been written just a few hours earlier by 
teacher and church organist Franz Xaver Gruber, to lyrics by priest Joseph 
Mohr. (The lyrics were actually a poem Mohr had written two years earlier.) 
 
175 years ago, on 19th December 1843 that Charles Dickens’ novella A 
Christmas Carol was first published. 
 
150 years ago, on 9th December 1868 that Franz Haber, Polish-born German 
chemist was born.  He was winner of the 1918 Nobel Prize for Chemistry for 
developing synthetic ammonia.  He was known as the ‘father of chemical 
warfare’ for his work on poisonous gases during World War 1. 
 
100 years ago, on 14th December that the historic British general election of 
1918 took place. It was the first time that women (over 30) and all men (over 
21) were eligible to vote. Lloyd George’s Liberal coalition was re-elected. 
 
75 years ago, on 22nd December 1943 that Beatrix Potter, the children’s writer 
and illustrator, died.  She had created animal characters such as Peter Rabbit, 
Squirrel Nutkin, Mrs Tiggy-Winkle, Jemima Puddle-Duck and many more. 
 
70 years ago, on 19th December 1948 that the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly.  
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PRAYERS – DECEMBER 
1 Ramley Road 17 West Close 
2 Ridgeway Court 18 The unemployed 
3 Renouf Close 19 West Way 
4 Saracen Close 20 Anne, our Associate Priest 
5 St Marks Road 21 Whitaker Crescent 
6 Southbourne Road 22 Widbury Road 
7 South Street 23 Willow Tree House 
8 Those who clean our streets & refuse 24 Wilverley Close 
9 Southlands 25 Yaldhurst Lane 

10 Sway Road 26 Yarrell Mead 
11 The Square 27 Lyndhurst Deanery and the Deanery Synod 
12 Sycamore Mews 28 New Forest South Street Pastors 
13 Bill Andrews, the Deanery Lay Chair 29 Peter, our Area Dean, Jo Elvidge, our  
14 Upper Common Road 

 
Assistant Area Dean 

15 Wainsford Close 30 Our local dentists and GP surgeries 
16 Wainsford Road 31 Our local pubs 

THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED – DECEMBER 
If you would like someone to be remembered in the prayers at church on the nearest Sunday, 
please give the name and date to our churchwarden, Teresa Nivison. 
 

4 Frederick Hayward 16 Maggie Sparks 
4 Irene Page 19 Bob Sparks 
7 Mary Forsyth-Thompson 23 David Hume Hall 
8 Sarah White 31 David Tybinkowski 

IN PRAYER 
23rd November The internment of Cynthia Knight, rest in peace. 

A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 

This Christmas, please help us to keep you at the centre of our preparations 
and celebrations. May our thankfulness for the gift of your precious son, Jesus, 
motivate all that we think and say and do. May the joy of His coming shine 
from us and attract those who don’t know what Christmas really means, so 
that they want to find out! 
 
In Jesus’ name and for His glory, 
Amen  
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PARISH CONTACTS 
Priest in Charge Rev. Rachel Noël* 01590 462022 

 vicar@penningtonchurch.uk 
Church Office General Enquiries 01590 672896 
Church Warden Mrs Teresa Nivison 07541 842025 
Parish Administrator Jackie Paul 01590 671813 
Associate Priest Rev. Anne Elliott** 07553 552540 
Licensed Lay Minister Phillip Attwood 07917 066727 
PCC Secretary Mrs Eve Jolly 01590 679310 
PCC Treasurer Mrs Teresa Nivison 07541 842025 
Gift Aid Secretary Mrs Maureen Barnard 07541 721440 
Envelope Scheme Mrs Maureen Barnard 07541 721440 
Director of Music Dr. Leigh Jerwood 01590 678678 
St Mark’s Community Hall Manager Mrs Shirley Saunders 01590 677628 
St Mark’s Community Hall Bookings Mrs Shirley Saunders 01590 677628 
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Diane Tapper 01590 674660 
Magazine Editor Mr Paul Young 07841 916526 
 magazineeditor@penningtonchurch.uk 
Magazine Distribution Mr John Nivison 07541 842025 
Traidcraft Mrs Pat Wright 01590 678416 
Pennington Junior School Headteacher 01590 672104 
Bible Fellowship Mrs Ingrid Bolhoven 01590 677940 
Messy Church Mrs Sandy Negrescu 01590 675506 
Pennington Poppets Frances Attwood 07917 066727 
Safeguarding  01590 462029 
Pennington Good Neighbours  Phillip Attwood 07917 066727 
Data Controller Paul Young 07841 916526 
 datacontroller@penningtonchurch.uk 
New Forest Basics Bank  01590 610008 
*(Not Friday) 
**(available Monday, Wednesday) 
 
 

There are additional contact methods 
available through our church website 
(www.penningtonchurch.uk) – as well 
as general enquiries being welcome via 
email to: 
 
enquiries@penningtonchurch.uk.   
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SERVICE TIMES AT ST MARK’S 
Holy Communion (BCP) Sundays, 8:00am 
Family Communion Sundays (except 3rd), 9:30am 
Evensong with Act of Healing 1st Sunday, 6:00pm 
Morning Praise 3rd Sunday, 9:30am 
Evensong 3rd Sunday, 6:00pm 
Holy Communion Wednesdays, 11:30am 

 
For any changes to these services, please refer to the calendar on the inside 
front cover of this magazine, on our parish notice boards or upon our 
website. 

REGULAR MEETINGS 
Choir Practice (Church) Sundays, 8:45am 
Coffee Morning (Church) Wednesdays, 10:15 – 11:30am 
 (Church) Sundays, 8:45 – 9:30am 
Rainbows (Pennington Guide hut) Tuesday, 3:45pm 
Brownies (Pennington Guide hut) Wednesday, 6:00pm 
Brownies (Pennington Guide hut) Thursday, 5:30pm 
Guides (Pennington Guide hut) Thursday, 7:15pm 
Beavers (Pennington Scout hut) Thursday, 6:00pm 
Cubs (Pennington Scout hut) Wednesday, 6:30pm 

Scouts (Pennington Scout hut) Monday, 7:00pm 
Scouts (Pennington Scout hut) Friday, 7:00pm 
Explorers (Pennington Scout hut) Thursday, 8:00pm 

 
St Mark’s welcomes all who come through our doors – be 
your visit a brief one for the wedding of a friend or family, 
or a regular one as a member of our church family. If you 
wish to help St Mark’s to spread God's truth in our local 
community and beyond, your donation is always welcome. 

You can donate by text if you wish; simply send the message PRAY25 and your 
donation amount to 70070 to donate to St Mark’s Church - for example, 'PRAY25 

£5' - and make a difference today. 

St Mark’s Church, Ramley Road, Pennington, SO41 8GQ 
www.penningtonchurch.uk – Registered Charity: 1173998 

Submissions for the January edition are required to the editor by the 18th December 2018 
 


