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To love, to serve, to give to all – in Jesus’ Name 
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FROM THE PULPIT  
October is the season for harvest, a time in which we marvel at the 
natural world and savour the fruits of creation. The weather has 
made this year a challenging one for many farmers, with extremes 
of cold early in the season, and the extended heat and drought of 
the summer. Many of us buy our fruits & vegetables from 
supermarkets, and are perhaps shielded from the very real 

challenges this year has brought to those growing and harvesting our food. 
 
In early harvest festivals a special loaf was made from the first wheat crops and 
brought to church and used as the bread for communion. This was known as Lammas, 
or loaf communion, and was usually celebrated early in August when the first crops 
were harvested. More recently people would bring a share of their produce from farms 
and gardens, the first fruits of their labour, an offering to God, for the church to share 
with those in need. Today, we continue in this tradition, as we bring food and other 
items to church, to share with the Basics Bank, supporting those in need. 
 
For most of us, we no longer rely on the food that we can grow in our gardens for 
survival. I wonder what it may mean for us now, as we think about harvest, and 
offering something back to God? What would it mean to offer to God the first fruits of 
our labours? During October we're going to be thinking about stewardship, what does 
it mean today to respond to God's gift in creation? In a world where billions cry for 
justice and resources are not distributed equally, what does it mean to practice 
generosity.  
 
In the Old Testament, as King David is preparing to build the temple, he praises God 
remembering: 
 

"Yours, Lord, is the greatness, 
the power, the glory, 

the splendour, and the majesty; 
for everything in heaven and 

on earth is yours. 
All things come from you, 

and of your own do we give you." 
1 Chronicles, 29:11,14 

 
This harvest season, we celebrate the goodness of the earth, and recognise that all we 
have is a gift from God. 
 
With best wishes to you all, Rachel  
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COMING UP IN OCTOBER 
Date   Time Details 

1st Monday 09:30 Pennington Infants School Harvest 

3rd Wednesday 10:15 Coffee Morning, St Mark’s Room (church) 

    11:30 Holy Communion 

4th Thursday 10:00 Churchyard Working Party 

  12:30 Friendship Lunch 

7th Sunday 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 

    10:30 Family Worship for Harvest 

    18:00 Evensong with Act of Healing 

10th Wednesday 10:15 Coffee Morning, St Mark’s Room (church) 

    11:30 Holy Communion 

14th Sunday 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 

    09:30 Family Communion 

16th Tuesday 15:30 Messy Church 

17th Wednesday 10:15 Coffee Morning, St Mark’s Room (church) 

    11:30 Holy Communion 

18th Thursday 09:30 Pennington Juniors School Harvest Service 

20th Saturday 10:00 Churchyard Community Clean (more details, page 21) 

21st Sunday 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 

    09:30 Morning Praise 

    18:00 Evensong 

24th Wednesday 10:15 Coffee Morning, St Mark’s Room (church) 

    11:30 Holy Communion 

28th Sunday 08:00 Holy Communion (Said, BCP) with refreshments following 

    09:30 Family Communion for All Saints 

    15:00 Service for All Souls (more details, page 16) 

31st Wednesday 10:15 Coffee Morning, St Mark’s Room (church) 

    11:30 Holy Communion 

 CHILDREN'S CHURCH 
During the 9:30am Communion services in term time, there will now be Children's Church 
happening during the Family Communion service too, with interactive engaging stories and 
activities for younger people. All welcome - and a sticker to those (young and old) who 
attend for each Children's Church you attend! 
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ST MARK’S DRAW CLUB 
The winning numbers for the recent prize draw were as follows: 

 First Second Third 
August 709 713 175 

ST MARK’S COMMUNITY HALL 
Day Start End Event 
Mon 09:30 10:30 Yoga 
      Anna Harling, 01202 434789 
  11:15 12:15 Yoga 
  13:45 14:45 Pilates 
      Lynda Hutchins, 01425 638464 
  15:30 20:15 Childrens Dancing 
      Kayleigh Sargeant, 01425 616750 

Tue 19:45 21:00 Yoga    
Mikki Wilford, 01590 610233  

09:30 10:30 Zumba    
Lucy Thomas, 01590 645919  

13:30 16:00 NHS Retirement Fellowship    
1st Tuesday, Jacqui Allan, 0380 666603  

13:30 16:00 Strictly Come Crafting    
2nd and 4th Tuesday, Dorothy Davies, 01590 676163  

18:00 20:00 Pilates 
      Lynda Hutchins, 01425 638464 

Wed 18:45 20:15 ATS Dancing 

Thu 12:30 14:30 Friendship Lunch    
1st Thursday, setup from 10:30  

18:15 20:15 Pilates 
      Lynda Hutchins, 01425 638464 

Fri 10:00 12:00 Dance and Yoga 
      Hannah Bimpson, 01590 380267 
  13:30 14:30 Yoga 
      Mikki Wilford, 01590 610233 
  18:30 20:30 Art class 

 

  
BECOME A SUBSCRIBER? 
St Mark’s have a weekly email newsletter, which gives details of our upcoming 
events, posts and articles on the website and keeps you up to date with the 
general happenings of our church. If you’d like to subscribe then simply enter 
your details on the bottom right of our homepage, at 
https://www.penningtonchurch.uk/ 
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FIRST LYMINGTON BROWNIES 
Erika Rutter, Tawny Owl 
Hope all had a good Summer Holiday!  
 
This term we are going to do lots of work towards winning 
badges for our girls, such as the cooks, Agility, and Collector 
award badges.  

 
Fourteen leaders enjoyed a trip to 
Brownsea for a recent weekend. 
Starting on Saturday evening, we 
took part in a murder mystery 
game. I was Cara Vann, a Guide that 
didn't like camping, sport and being 
outdoors: I had to use my most posh 
accent and we had to guess who 
killed poor Peg Puller. Spoiler: it 
wasn't me, it was Ivanna Sleep!  
 

Fantastic fun and we followed up with a jigsaw - but didn't quite make it as you 
can see! The leaders had a wonderful time: volunteers always welcome, so if 
you would like to join us please go on our web page: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Guide-Hut-Pennington 
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CHURCHYARD NOTICES 
Ingrid Bolhoven 
A small survey of the wild plants in flower this month are, 
Autumn Lady’s Tresses, the tiny orchid growing on the front 
lawn, plus others found growing on the edge of the top path 
just inside the gate off Ramley Road by the first grave. Also 
found, Autumn Hawkbit (like a small Dandelion), Milk Thistle, 

low growing but soft not prickly like a thistle, Black Knapweed, Devil’s-bit 
Scabious, Betony and the gently nodding Harebell. We have these plus others 
listed on the Plant File which were recorded a few years ago by the Hampshire 
WildlifeTrust. The Heather has been attracting many bees and hoverflies. 
 
We hope to have a lot of the old summer grasses, cut down before winter, 
enabling new grasses and flowers to emerge next Spring and Summer. Some 
low growing (Tete-a-Tete) daffodils have just been planted in the flower 
border. When planting, there was much noise and flying about, created by a 
family of about five young 
Nuthatches. They were using a flat 
area at the top of a pine tree for their 
launching pad! 
 
Plans are under way for our annual 
village working party on Saturday the 
20th October. We start at 10am and 
people come and go throughout the 
day. St Mark’s Room will be open and refreshments provided, but do bring 
your own tools and gloves, or have a word with me. I hope we are able to pay 
some attention to working on some of the older, neglected graves this year 
again, say in small teams of two or so. Now a lot of the grass is cleared I spend 
far too long reading the old headstones with their fascinating history. 
  
Very many thanks to the Team for their work and others who come from time 
to time or on days to suit them.  
 
If you have any queries or comments do please have a word with me to see if 
I can help – 01590 677940.  



12 

 



13 

CHRISTMAS IN PENNINGTON 2018 
A date has been confirmed for the 2018 Pennington Christmas lights festival; 

the 30th November! Many from the community are helping to organise the 

stalls, refreshments and entertainments for the evening (Santa has confirmed 

he'll be there, as will be funfair rides!) - but helpers are always welcome. 

If you want to play a part in making this year a success, or wish to host a stall 

at this event, please contact 'christmas@penningtonvillage.uk' for further 

details. 
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PENNINGTON WI 
The Pennington WI September meeting on Tuesday 11th 
September and was opened with the time honoured 
tradition of singing Jerusalem. The usual business was run 
though covering the correspondence, financial and activities 
ahead. The speaker was Mr Martin Stewart of Stewart 

Gardenlands in Christchurch. He gave an interesting talk on the history of their 
garden centre and it was amazing to learn that the family business began in 
1742 in Scotland, the business moving 6 times before finally locating at 
Christchurch. Mr Stewart highlighted the story of the business, describing the 
boxes portraying the history of the business and family that were found in the 
attic of their family home. Their very first centre, and the first in England, was 
opened by Percy Thrower in 1961, 6000 people attending the opening 
ceremony, and its popularity has grown to what it is today. The competition 
for the evening was entitled ‘The Falklands’ and there was a variety of entries 
even including a food parcel which was sent to the forces during the conflict. 
 
The Pennington WI ladies have plenty to keep them busy in the upcoming 
months with the weekly ‘Stitches and Stuff’ meet up, the monthly Lunch Club, 
the monthly Play Reading Group monthly Craft Workshop. This month, the 
Pennington WI ladies enjoyed their lunch club hosted by The Three Bells in 
Hordle. Next month’s Lunch Club is already being planned for October. This 
month’s Craft Workshop run by our member and crafting aficionado Daphne 
Gold was held on Tuesday 25th September, everyone enjoyed learning the 
craft of smocking. The September Play Reading Group met up on Tuesday 18th 
September and read a 
spooky comedy called 
"The Haunted Through 
Lounge and Recessed 
Dining Nook at Farndale 
Castle". 
 
On 29th September, the 
Pennington WI had 
their annual Macmillan 
Coffee Morning at the 
hall on Ramley Road. 
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The tea and coffee was flowing and the tables were full to the brim with 
gorgeous baked goodies. 
 
As well as the regular activities the Pennington WI ladies have lots planned for 
the rest of the year, including their Christmas Lunch at South Lawns Hotel and 
theatrical Christmas Spectacular at the Regent Centre in Christchurch. 
Preparations are in hand for the annual Pennington Community Christmas 
Fayre which will be held on the 30th November, it has become a very popular 
and atmospheric event. 
 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 9th October 7pm at the WI Hall Ramley 
Road when the speaker will be Mrs V Dubben, giving a talk entitled – 
‘Patchwork Quilts – My Style, My Story’. We are a small group but with many 
interesting events coming in the autumn and would love to welcome visitors 
and new members. 

AN INVITATION TO ALL SOULS 
Every year the Church remembers those we love who have died. The 
traditional name for this time is "All Souls". At St. Mark we hold a special 
service to remember those who have died, especially those who have died in 
the last few years. This year the service will be on Sunday 28th October at 3pm 
and will be followed by tea and refreshments to which everyone is invited. 
 
 Over the years many people have found that this service has helped them to 
take a further step towards the healing of their memories and emotions as we 
remember those who have died and whom we have commended into the care 
of God. 
 
We extend a warm invitation to you to attend this service. Any members of 
your family and friends, who would like to come to the service, including 
children, will be very welcome. The service includes an opportunity to 
remember people by name and to light a candle as a symbol of our love for 
them. We will also have hymns and short readings. 
 
We do hope you will be able to join us and we look forward to welcoming you.  
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PENNINGTON SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB 

17 LODGE ROAD, PENNINGTON, LYMINGTON SO41 8HH - 01590 675341 

Ed Haffenden 
Some people say “What is Pennington’s best kept secret?” Do you know where 
Pennington Club is? Do you know what happens in Pennington Club? You can 
find out what we do by “Googling” us. You may find something of interest for 
you and your family. 
 
Further …our history book tells us that during the 1930’s, the Reverend Lewis 
Hughes, of Pennington, played a large part in procuring the now Recreation 
Ground for Pennington sport. He and others also encouraged 90% of 
Pennington households to subscribe towards the Club building that has now 
grown to accommodate 1200 members (not all at once!) In 1939 the new 
Pennington Club committee included the Vicar of the Parish, Rev. HMJ Burdett. 
It would appear that 80 years ago Pennington Club was a place for all the 
community to meet. Two years ago, the Mirror Club Awards declared that 
Pennington Sports and Social Club was the best “Community Club in England”. 
 
Interested? We are a “members only Club” but that can only be a good thing! 

WHAT DOES GOD DO EVERY DAY? 
Ever wonder what God does up there in heaven?  Some of us imagine God the 
Father resting on a great gold throne, surrounded by angels dressed in white, 
eternally playing on harps.  And beyond them are millions of people, standing 
about.  After all, as one hymn (Jerusalem, my happy home) puts it:  where 
‘congregations ne’er break up and Sabbaths never end’. To be honest, a fairly 
awful prospect. 
 
But the Bible says differently. Jesus talks of His Father as being engaged with 
the world, working with us, giving us our daily bread, guiding us, caring for us, 
protecting us from evil, answering prayer, judging wrong and welcoming those 
who turn to Him.  Where Christians are working, there the Lord is too: ‘And 
they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them’. (Mark 
16.20) So God does not merely sit there and watch us work, He actually works 
with us.  
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THIS MONTH IN HISTORY… 
400 years ago, on 29th Oct 1618 that Sir Walter Raleigh died.  This famous 
English explorer, writer, poet and courtier was a favourite of Queen Elizabeth 
1. Well known for popularising tobacco in England. Executed for treason by 
King James 1 (mainly to appease the Spanish). 
 
100 years ago, on 1st Oct 1918 that British and Arab forces led by T. E. 
Lawrence (Lawrence of Arabia) captured the Syrian capital, Damascus, from 
the Turks. 
 
80 years ago, on 30th Oct 1938 that Orson Welles’ famous radio adaptation 
War of the Worlds by H. G. Wells’ was broadcast in the USA. It allegedly caused 
nationwide outrage and panic as listeners thought the events described in the 
broadcast were real. 
 
75 years ago, on 17th Oct 1943 that the Burma Railway (also known as the 
Death Railway of WW2) was completed.  The Japanese built it using Asian 
labourers and Allied prisoners-of -war, thousands of whom died. (One of the 
railway bridges is the famous Bridge over the River Kwai.) 
 
60 years ago, on 13th Oct 1958 that the book ‘A Bear Called Paddington’ by 
British children’s writer Michael Bond, was published. It marked the debut 
appearance of Paddington Bear. 
 
50 years ago, on 5th Oct 1968 that a riot took place in Derry, Northern Ireland. 
A Northern Ireland Civil Rights Association march went ahead despite a 
government ban, as it took place at the same time as the loyalist Apprentice 
Boys.  When the activists defied the ban, they were surrounded by Royal Ulster 
Constabulary and beaten.  More than 100 people were injured, which sparked 
two days of rioting.  The incident marked the beginning of the Troubles. 
 
40 years ago, on 30th Oct 1978 that the Ugandan-Tanzanian war began which 
would see the downfall and ousting of Ugandan President Idi Amin (in April of 
the following year). 
 
30 years ago, on 1st Oct 1988 that Mikhail Gorbachev became President of the 
Soviet Union. 
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DIARY OF A MOMENTOUS YEAR:  OCTOBER 1918 
October 1918 was the month when both sides, in their different ways, decided 
that they had had enough war. The Germans, following their defeat at Amiens, 
no longer had any hope of a strong negotiating position in peace talks, let alone 
victory. Their economy was struggling, and morale was low. The Allies, now 
sure of final victory, wanted it all over without further disastrous casualties.  
The politicians, fearful for their own futures, wanted time, but the generals 
were now calling the shots. The time had come for a ceasefire, then let the 
negotiating begin. 
 
The military won this battle, at least. The word ‘Armistice’ was banded around: 
not a treaty, but simply (as the Latin word suggests) as a laying down of arms. 
The three most influential national leaders on the Allied side agreed, and the 
Germans and their dwindling band of associates had no choice but to go along 
with the solution. An Armistice was agreed for a memorable date: the eleventh 
hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month of the year.  Following 
preliminary discussions, a negotiated treaty would be finalised at Versailles in 
the following January. Compared to Brexit, that is express progress! 
 
The Armistice was, in some ways, simple. The guns would go silent, killing 
would cease from that designated hour. The Versailles negotiations, on the 
other hand, would be complex, though somewhat simplified by the fact that 
the Germans came naked to the table. They were desperate to save their land 
from occupation, whatever the cost. In fact, it cost them £6.6 million in 
reparations (probably about six billion pounds today). 
 
Each of the Allies had important items for the peace agenda. France wanted 
Alsace-Lorraine restored to French sovereignty, and the Rhineland 
demilitarised. Britain wanted German military power negated and problems in 
the Middle East solved. The Americans wanted democracy restored and the 
will of the people recognised throughout Europe. The three leaders – David 
Lloyd George and Presidents Clémenceau and Woodrow Wyatt agreed about 
most of the agenda, including the carving up of The German colonial empire in 
Africa. 
 
Peace would come at last, but not, as one wise man observed, the ‘kiss of 
peace’.  



24 

  



25 

AUTUMN 
Rebecca Rickaby 

“How goes it lads?” he calls, opening the gates. Striding confidently across the 
fields of harvested crops. Sleeves rolled up, pipe peeping out of the waistcoat 
pocket. Keen merry eyes, apple bright cheeks, a hearty laugh, a cheery chuckle 
encouraging, chivvying. Muscles expand, contract, breathing laboured, backs 
bent then straightening as bales are stacked – stored in readiness. 
 
Finally, it is done. Barns bulge, drying rooms fill with summer scents. 
 
It is a time of preparation, clearing, pruning, hedging, ditching. Stores checked, 
inventories made. Sap falling, fur thickening. 
 
Hounds sense the change, the chill air preserving the scent of game. Quivering 
in anticipation, pointing, flushing, chasing, retrieving. Horses fittened, ready 
for the hunt. Warm breath hanging above the early morning frost. Feet 
stamping, ears pricked: keen, attentive, fractious. 
 
Game hanging in the larder waiting to be plucked. Preserving pans filled with 
ripe fruit, boiling, simmering, steaming. Rich aromas fill the kitchen. The 
beginnings of the distant feast are put in motion. Hops for the beer, malt for 
the whiskey, sugar and years quietly fermenting. Flavours slowly blossom, held 
within the chutneys and the jams. Essences of dried flowers bloom slowly amid 
the linen; renewing, refreshing. A remembrance of light and warmth to ease 
the coming cold. 
 
Life begins to wind down and slow. Days shorten. The earth is turned, left 
naked and resting. 
 
Fires lit, tasks shared, tools cleaned and sharpened, oiled then put away. 
Companionship enjoyed, respite earned. 
 
Clothed in his tunic of deep forest green, copper and gold, the young man 
ensures the land is put in order – ready for His return. 
 
For this is Autumn. Herald and overseer of the house of the Winter King.  
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PRAYERS – OCTOBER 
1 Christians Together, Lymington and Pennington 17 Hillside Road 

2 Fullerton Road 18 Holly Court 

3 Parish Administrator and Church Wardens 19 Holm Oaks 

4 Gainsborough Court, Friendshp lunch 20 Homewood House 

5 Gordon Road 21 Holmsley Close 

6 Genoa Close 22 Our organist and choir 

7 Grafton Gardens 23 Servers and acolytes 

8 Lymington Hospital 24 Howards Mead 

9 Greenway Close 25 Juniper Close 

10 Those who work and live in our care homes 26 Oakhaven Hospice 

11 Haglane Copse 27 Kerry Close 

12 Harford Close 28 Kingston Park 

13 Hazel Road 29 Lawn Road 

14 Those who use our church centre 30 Leelands 

15 Highfield Avenue 31 Linden Way 

16 Highfield Road, Messy church    

THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED – OCTOBER 
If you would like someone to be remembered in the prayers at church on the nearest Sunday, 
please give the name and date to our churchwarden, Teresa Nivison. 
 

10 Karen Maidment 23 Cynthia Stone 

12 David Smith 29 Michael Grist 

17 Graham Haley   

IN OUR PRAYERS 
9th September Alyarnah Stewart-Dore, upon her baptism 

26th September Kenneth Elsworth, rest in peace 

27th September Jack Wills, rest in peace. 

 

WHY DO WOMEN START BUSINESSES? 
Many women start businesses in order to help society in some way, rather 
than to simply make money. According to recent research, 66 per cent of 
women said they had started a business to contribute to society, compared 
with just 39 per cent of men. 
 
The study led by Aston University in Birmingham found that: ‘Women are more 
altruistic and tend to engage more in volunteering. They are more in tune with 
social needs in their communities. It’s not that they are not interested in the 
money. It is money plus something else…’ 
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PARISH CONTACTS 
Priest in Charge Rev. Rachel Noël* 01590 462022 

 vicar@penningtonchurch.uk 
Church Office General Enquiries 01590 672896 
Church Warden Mrs Teresa Nivison 07541 842025 
Parish Administrator Jackie Paul 01590 671813 
Associate Priest Rev. Anne Elliott** 07553 552540 
Licensed Lay Minister Phillip Attwood 07917 066727 
PCC Secretary Mrs Eve Jolly 01590 679310 
PCC Treasurer Mrs Teresa Nivison 07541 842025 
Gift Aid Secretary Mrs Maureen Barnard 07541 721440 
Envelope Scheme Mrs Maureen Barnard 07541 721440 
Director of Music Dr. Leigh Jerwood 01590 678678 
St Mark’s Community Hall Manager Mrs Shirley Saunders 01590 677628 
St Mark’s Community Hall Bookings Mrs Shirley Saunders 01590 677628 
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Diane Tapper 01590 674660 
Magazine Editor Mr Paul Young 07841 916526 
 magazineeditor@penningtonchurch.uk 
Magazine Distribution Mr John Nivison 07541 842025 
Traidcraft Mrs Pat Wright 01590 678416 
Pennington Junior School Headteacher 01590 672104 
Bible Fellowship Mrs Ingrid Bolhoven 01590 677940 
Messy Church Mrs Sandy Negrescu 01590 675506 
Pennington Poppets Frances Attwood 07917 066727 
Safeguarding  01590 462029 
Pennington Good Neighbours  Phillip Attwood 07917 066727 
Data Controller Paul Young 07841 916526 
 datacontroller@penningtonchurch.uk 
New Forest Basics Bank  01590 610008 
*(Not Friday) 
**(available Monday, Wednesday) 
 
 

There are additional contact methods 
available through our church website 
(www.penningtonchurch.uk) – as well 
as general enquiries being welcome via 
email to: 
 
enquiries@penningtonchurch.uk.   
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SERVICE TIMES AT ST MARK’S 
Holy Communion (BCP) Sundays, 8:00am 
Family Communion Sundays (except 3rd), 9:30am 
Evensong with Act of Healing 1st Sunday, 6:00pm 
Morning Praise 3rd Sunday, 9:30am 
Evensong 3rd Sunday, 6:00pm 
Holy Communion Wednesdays, 11:30am 

 
For any changes to these services, please refer to the calendar on the inside 
front cover of this magazine, on our parish notice boards or upon our 
website. 

REGULAR MEETINGS 
Choir Practice (Church) Sundays, 8:45am 
Coffee Morning (Church) Wednesdays, 10:15 – 11:30am 
 (Church) Sundays, 8:45 – 9:30am 
Rainbows (Pennington Guide hut) Tuesday, 3:45pm 
Brownies (Pennington Guide hut) Wednesday, 6:00pm 
Brownies (Pennington Guide hut) Thursday, 5:30pm 
Guides (Pennington Guide hut) Thursday, 7:15pm 
Beavers (Pennington Scout hut) Thursday, 6:00pm 
Cubs (Pennington Scout hut) Wednesday, 6:30pm 

Scouts (Pennington Scout hut) Monday, 7:00pm 
Scouts (Pennington Scout hut) Friday, 7:00pm 
Explorers (Pennington Scout hut) Thursday, 8:00pm 

 
St Mark’s welcomes all who come through our doors – be 
your visit a brief one for the wedding of a friend or family, 
or a regular one as a member of our church family. If you 
wish to help St Mark’s to spread God's truth in our local 
community and beyond, your donation is always welcome. 

You can donate by text if you wish; simply send the message PRAY25 and your 
donation amount to 70070 to donate to St Mark’s Church - for example, 'PRAY25 

£5' - and make a difference today. 

St Mark’s Church, Ramley Road, Pennington, SO41 8GQ 
www.penningtonchurch.uk – Registered Charity: 1173998 

Submissions for the November edition are required to the editor by the 18th October 2018 
 


